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perheps tle tempted to chuckle and
chathnge the othcr sidc to an-swer the
scond sct of qucstions, or scck thc
rsiurarcc d Tfu Gwdiu to do so.
But sincc O*$ b Dot e fp-to-taa de-
bBtE, thc rut I crn do is to assume
thc ros*cn b &c rccorrd sct of qrrcs-
tims and proceed to answer ttrs ori-
glnsl question. Thc assurned answem
will bc implicir in the explicit one. I
harrc to assume an answer because af-
ter all, I am also a member of the Ifte
Guardian brganisation. But anyone
who aarEs to look into thc sccosd s61
of qucstions will bcgin to s€€ why I am
hcre, and can be hcre.

Two qucstions, or rather, two scts
of question$: one thrown at me and
the otbcr thrown at Thc Guardian sf
whiichlamspfft.

I stryt by placing ertEin simplc and
incontrovertible faa on thg table.
Fnst, Nigcria is a capitalist muntry,
and runs a capitelist ccorrcmy.
Sccondly, ils my '"interrogatons-
rightly slay, The Gwrdiaa is a capital-
ist orgafs*ion run, *{rcn oosidcrdl
as an ecooouric projcct, according to
thc logic and demands of capitalism.
Thirdly, I am a Nigerian, and I am in
Nigeria. Fourthly, I am a
mathematics-teacher by training and
a cornmunist by ideological orienta-
tion.

If I add to these facts my own de-
liberate choice to earn my living with-
in the Nigerian economy, then three
practical options are open. I can
either become a parasite, establish a
business, or seek employment in a
business house . If for some re:rsons I
rule our parasitism, and other forms
of forcible appropriations and if I find
it difficult to establish a business or
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find mysctf $rblccrivcly iacepablc of
s€Tmg qp t g,rnta.c cidcrFi- 6cr
9dyeopioa s rcafiy opcq ErtrF
ty: peid coployrncBr. And dsr pdd
ernpblman has to bc in m cgmhr
tion which, so hng as thc cryl"rt"*'eoonomyzholds s$?y in dl parts of thc
country, has to be run more or less
according ro the capiulbt laws of
value and cxchange of velues- This is
the option, @rrlmunist or no Grl-
munisu Anyurc. rfro, qairxt fu
background *ctdred abova, still ds
why I sbould nork in a capitalisr orga-
nisatkra b in Erlity estiEr rt, I
should be alive. And I don't dri$k it is
fair ts dcrnad ao ansrEr f1p6 *aa-

The rycstba, thcrcfm, blcrty
I am working in a capitdist ugmbr-
tion, but why - sinc I ss mt fsoed
to be herc - I have chmcn to woc* in
The Gaardianof stt fu orpoisstfoffi
that were, and are, willing to emgloy
IIlc.

I resigrd my tcaeiag iob at tb
University of C-alabar in Scptcmbct
1983 to look for a job in the print
media. This was after I graduated
from my se{-ruitbn as a reporter anci
prose-writer. After a couple of falsc

signals and falsc starts, I moved to
Ife-Ibadan-[-agos since this was, and
still is, where print organisations are
concentrated. The fact that I had
friends and fornner colleagues in most
cf the mcdia bouscs was srmui-
taneously an advantage and a drs-
advange. Becausc these pcople knew
me very wcU there B'as no qucsti,on of
cross-checking my credentials or giv-
ing me the benefit of thc dCIubr: they

wenc able to meke up fuir mirdr on
thc ryot - ooc !ry ;rftc cUr. But
tbcre wrr I dryL cBfuro: Tfufudb.@ircatOc6rtcmmy
qlietin root gtrr- rod t moni'_torcdfr;i& tccaftcef - ftu aE"b6s-.t & s6 praq Tfi6Ictriqt. rry apfiicrtftxr @lrflcd ?i6 rbc
uai$rc imclbcturl Ucnfot Tlre Cua;-
Aan foredoscd oftcr options for me
and led mc to zcto in bn the newr
P.per.[rt us jump tbe dctails of rhis dc-
bGe, -dcpnr to fridry Febrwy I,
tSS wbffi trypcarcd U*orc ur fuicr:
vicw parrcl of three: thc most high-
po*,crcd thafi thc orgtni$tion oiU
Y up. Afer grccting and exchangng
fssntrics ?ith thc panet, thc clrair--Ea otrd c rbar a &batc had bccn
Soiry oa trser my qirticrdon end that
this dcbatc had amrscd hb istcrcst.
Hc ssid th he .trd rc bdbrrc I oH
be egErur to 6c oqEadsstiur Hc
se,cd thc othcr trc mcabcm for thcir
commslts. Ttcy wrcd. Tbcaa$
Er & chirsm llve nre thcir ver-
dicr: ttry did not mind my Marxism
and socialism; I was frec towrite any-

ta+g r piticved under my name; but
eciitoriai opinions werc collective de-
cisions arrived at rhrougb debate. The
mepting rose - having lasted exactly
five minurcs. I can tday testify that
all my signed articles in Thc Guardian

- now about l2O - have @me out
exactly as I submitted them.

()n Mondry, Febrrrary 4, 1985, I
macie m, first appearance ir: the edito'
rial board meeting. Discussir-rrs pro-
ceeded as I was told. At the end of the
m€eting a topic was assigned to me.
Whes the typed draft was ready I
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rhowed it to my collcagtrcs Ricbard
Umaru and Odia Ofcimun. Without
g1lIF for my feclings rnd without any
inhib_hion or hypociisy thcy crnccltci
thc first half of thc threc-page draft
and bcavily edited tbc sGasd h^df-
That bsbccf,b to d'rc, trc r*c&c-
tive lcsron I hsrc brrct botb ia q.
tadcly opcrtncre rd h ffi
writiry ia Tlp fudbr

Condusion: I crmc to The Guar-
dian tor a chain of rearcns: first, be-
causc I rmnted a srage-cmployment;
sccondly, bccause I t'anted to work in
the print mcdia; rhindy because Ilc
Gtwdien welcomtx od ctrerishc ia-
tctnal &bae and inrrcsB heedly ia
debates; fourthiy, becausc this news-
paper does not share thc anti-
communist paranoia which
nauscatingly pervades the medh ir,
Nigeria. Fmally, I am ln TrE G*r-
dianbcrxrtre od its unirye intellectul
bent in a dourinantly philistinic c[-
ryionment. i

As for thc future d Tk Gurditt
6'ng can mly makc proiections ud
prcdictions on thc beds of the b+
lance, on thc ground today, d &c
fores currently atphy and the gener-
al lineof the moverncntof this

- as far as one can disccrn , The G

f -W{ryT rc scizc the oppornrnity ofIthc fifth annivcnary 6i thc found-
tl-g oJ this remarkable newspaper,
Tlrc Guudian to attempt to answerr
or at least look scriously at, a rhetoric-
aI question which. sdmctins half-
ptiry|y eodsorocdrrrcs scri@sly, hG
bert tbous rt G: Wby tfimH't, rmnrnS$,tc rostfug in, aod fu, aqridd G[-lin*ro ti*c nfc ftcr-
dioa? I am using tbc srong term, com-
mun$t. rathcr than ttrc more '.acc€pt-
abl9" term, sacialirr, quitq, deliberaie-
ly: for I am, striolv sgreaking, a com-
munist and only by adhering ro strict-
ness wlll the irnporr of this questioo
irn<i it,, a::5lpf" hc t,ror:gh: 61ut.

Ttrc first scp rn answering dxb
question immediarrrly brings me to the
realisation that this is merely onc si&
of a two-sided question - thc sidc
being: Wby should The Guard,iu, a
caprtalist qanisation, em$oy me?
This sccond qucstion has iven tKru
assurned a larger dimcnsion: Why
should The Cuardian not only appoinr
a communbt into its Edirgial Bor4
but also sclcct him to act b its Edito-
rial Pagc Editor, the de futo c(>
ordinatorardqufy chairmar of dds
atl-imporrilnt, board? Indeed, why
should this capitalist organisation re-
lease this communist to serve in thc
Political Bureau and continue to pay
his salary for 16 monrhs - for doing
nothing for the organisation and oD-
jectiv'ely, for promoting and champion-
ing positions which negate capitalist
principles and logic? Why should Ifte
Guardian, a capitalist organisation,
supporr this communist with an edito_
rial commcnt (see The Guariian,
January 9, lffl7l, when he ran into
trouble with hb non-communist col-
bagucs?

Were I in a Cebating hall. I would

Acornmunis tin The Guardian

dian that we proudly prescut to tbc
world evervday is not the proCuct of
homogeneous inclination or disposi-

; tion, but a product of contradictions.
The pre-eminence of this
derivas, not from any magic in
name, "Guardian", but from the
that a pafricular side of this con
tion-the literal, urbane and int
tual side has rcmained domin
substantial decline, or defeat,
,dominance {w}Sch I tropc will not
place) wiil definitcly ttnea
'causc for this celebration.
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