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Radical humanisrn and true generosity
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Sk tffi=rllrE-T _!9q, &c potiticrt
1}rory o r&ict I Uctqgod p&nnod aamcy iE rbc le6"dd Mift.lI@dq lqcriat lrbori l&,Nunrbcr

Qa 1{r I ggc io ttc ptrrn, a &tcgatioo of
tro, iactdry mlr=df, *las &or-to sk
support, iocludi4g macrial assisrance,
froB Crrri Far+ctrinmi. Wc rucnt to his
Adooy lrillagc Charrters. Whilc uait-
t4g to s him I dscnrcd drar vcry many
@ urcre also raiting. Tbis was ro bc
cxpoclod of an cxtaordinary persooagc
lilcc Gad- But *ta( stru* mc- uas tha.
uxtstof thc dfuits and visitdrs I saw werc
ei6er Odcmsr (tr yorrng rr4ry,le, or mem-
becs of 6c lons dasscs. I did not notioe
asy Q'lcrson- Ilreric !r,G cf ccuse a
number-of,pcqplc who, Iikc my @ouadr.,
andrc,qdd rycak 'Ioig'glaualrmar" but
llerE ac lsinm io te afE o.rtatcfr Oeir
odrcaacr wift Ash. I larci realisod that
tnostof dte'pcople s€ rnet werc waiting to
s Crasi fa.thesarc puryce that we had
comc trot to givc sodcdfuig,'but 0o scek
qryc kgal rprcsUgaion, q rore,rzrial as-
sirc.qbodr.
Ifyquafim to Crani Facrchinrni was di-

rcct rGall how.do you,inanage to sur-
virrc as a lawlrcr rribco mo6t of yourcliens

* prcfoundty struck by dre dcctarenirnt
hrdjusr rccciwd, erd thc principles it eur-
bodi6 harrc ncvcr left nrc-
Rom this encounla,l drew the conclu-

sioo that $ere was a differenoe betuaoco
philanthropy and humanisrn, and that
6crc u/ene variaots of humanism- I was
rcccr'rtly rcmioded of thesc distinaiom-
The ordinary rDcanrng of humanism is
'any systcm or rde of thought or rction
in which human intcrests, values, and dig-
niqv predominatc'- A humanist is there-
fore a pcrson lhaving a s&ong intcrest in,
(r @noem for, human welfare, values and
dignity'. Philanthropy, on tlre other hand.
is dcftied. asain ordieanly. as 'affectios
for mankind, cspecially as manifested in
donations of mooey, property, or r,r,ork, to
oeody persons, or to socially usefuI pur-
poscs'.
Going by thesc definitions, a humanist

may be rich or poor- Pnophets werc Dot
knowu to be rich; on the contnary most of
tbert were, in fuct, p@r, very poor. Many
revolutionary leadens were poor. Many
martyrs were poor. But they could all be
descn'tred as humanists. It is, howcver, in-
oonceivable for a pcrson who can hardly
fecd himself or hcrself to be dcscribed as

By Edwin M{unagu
rios alorc can qualify onc to bc callcd a
pUlautofisl. but 6csc crnnot quafiry
onc to be called a humanist- From thcsc
comideraticrrs I would d€scribc Gani
Faurchinmi as a humanist, a radical hu-
manist - for rhere arc oonservativc human-
iss- Thc tcrrr philanthropist is inappopri-
are in describing him or anyoDe like him.

Ttis brings ne to the distinctim whictr
Paulo F'reire made betureen false dnrity
aod true gencrosity in his book Pedagogy
of tre Opprcssod- Falsc charity, according
to Frreirc. 'ccnstraiats the feaiful and tire
subdrrcd, the rcjecs of lit-e ' to cxted
Srek trembling hands' in supplication- On
ttre ofter haDd, true genenosity 'consiss
precisely in frghting the cirus€s which
nouristr false ctrarity- True geoerosity lies
in striving so &at ftose haDds - wtre$rer of
individuals q entirc peoples - necd be ex-
teoded less and less in supplicatioa, so
tha morc and morc they become hurna'l
haods whidr work, and by working, trans-
form &e $.mld'- I commend rhis distirlc-
tion to aII r-adicat hurnaniss- I uaould de-
sqibe Gani Faurchinrri aDd ftGe like him
as dispcnsers of tnre generosity as distioct
from falsc ctnrity-

Radi.cal humanisrn and true generosity-
But r+'hy am I raising dris question noi,
15 ycan after dre 'rclevant" encounter? I
run a fr,ee libmry in Calabar. I alrc usc thc
sarlrc spacg !o- run a male adolcscenf pro-
gragme which is supported by sonre (x-
ganisations and individuals- Thc doles-
cest programmc, in urrn, supports the li-
brary projecr ts drr. seo!9 rhEr rhc lihary
space b patd for ftom thc brdgct of d,;
adolescent programrnc, and &e siatr of thc
g-rogqtrc dofile as libraians- lfhc [-
bran, trorr*s about t30m books,-cxctu&
iag papers and documcats - most of wtrich
tare bccadmxcd by my sponsc and m
aod drcrs by indivirttrals mi ugaise"

tftrsr Gc largesr dmtion io the ]*cr car-
cgqf oming frem Comradc P-A- Curds.
toecph, an 82-ycar old Nigcrian Mrris-
Mosr of the us€rs of the lfurary arc suF
dcos of the higber instiutirxrs locacd in
Calabar-
One question which I am made to answir

virtually every'day since the libru-v wre
opened rrKlre than seven )rcars ago is this:
whcre do you get ttrc moncy ro maintain
and run this huge ard rictr library'? Many
of ttre people asking this quesrion ane my
frierds and comrades. Ttrere ale also uni-
vcrsiry Eschers ana operaton of non-
governmental organisations (NGO)
among my interrogators- Ard some of
thcm ask the same questio scveral times
as if the answer is too conrplex to under-
scand- My answer has always boen this:
Books are not bread whoe consumpion
cannot be rcpeated. lf a book is uaetl kept
and used, and suffers no accideol it can
last indefinitely ard be read by an infinite
number of people. The matnrnatics books
I used at Obokun High School, llesha.
about four decades ago are in the libmary,
and I occasionally see yomg people rcfer
to them. What do I Ime by ptacing thes
books for free use when an agency is pay-
ing for the space and thc library sraff, in-
cluding myself, receive salaries from an-
other programme? That is tre simple an-
swer I r-epcat almost on daily basis-

Quirc recently, a long-sarding friend of
mine suggested, through a staIT of the li-
brarl', ttrat we could rep,roduce one of his
bmks and sell- Quite gcncrously, I wurld
say, he also suggested that we conld ma*
ry the cover price a bit to maLc somc
profit. I was er$arras:sed and pained o
ledn that my frieod engaged the fcrnde
staff in a public argunrcttt whcn str oitd
to explain that 'sclling' is 4aias thc
foundational pnrrrple of tbc tibrary. ad
tret if wr lrave erra copi6 of a hnk. or

u*:s M *c cen sporc' ff whose costs

"d c- sunchorr nnitcrwrir' *e rsrrally
ei; tterrr art freclY- M-V rycrd: final
;".-g, to rrc, ttrurgtr ,E -f-"13!t $aff.

"r"s 
dlr socialisrn is 

-not philanthropisrn'
Ycs, smialism is not philCnthropism' But
*b"t""cr socialisn b-thc struggle for it is
ttrourghly *r"p"rffi. ;idt;fficd -lm-

manisi u,trictr illo*s that studcnts who
are snrdying un&r very difFrcult condi-
tioos bc-offcrea the free use of a library
and be girrcn ftee b@ks - if this act is-not
harmful to prblic god (x to the person
making the offer.

Radical humanism and tnre generosity.-
Of course. these can bc abuscd. and are
oftca abuscd, not only by recipients,.but
atso by dispenscrs- But that is not an argu-
ment 4ainst them. One common abusc by
dispensers is to use humanisic pretences
to cxploit people. Anothcr is to
assurre that thc riEre act of giving can
somehow mitigatc qre's crimes, espccidly
anti-people crirnes. Yet another is to hope
that dte force of example can generalisc
radical humanism and true gencmsity ard
&at this, in turn, will lead to rhe ransfor-
mrion of socicty- lt is dso an abusc of
radical humanism ad uqp humanism to
beharrc like 'Mr. Donatus' throrving
nroney about to obain insant popularity"-

' Such people arc, in fact, dispenscrs of. fdsc charitl .l would rcfer tbcrn to Gani
Faurclrinmi.

As for recipiens of radical t**i"rn
and true generosity. the @slrtoncsl, abrrse
is to fakc pattraic stories or exagigeralc
them in ordcr to oheio assisue. Thcy I
can abo bc ehscd tuoogh @orumisir I
ad cynir:ism: sincc tb fdlow amcas nc Ib h\f, urhat to do wi6 E(rtcy, ltr ur I
'ottain' as mdr of A s pocfite ftoml
him c tc". Vcry poluirc. isnt il Ba
il is u .o qBora, etdu radic.t ho'-
mrqirilr ard tra gErgqdiry.

arc Dd ia thc pop{* to-ryy -9 _{e, op- a philanthropist - howeyer kind or pious
viou*5r, dtfelr{eij.frce- of charge? Ho*' do .heor she may be. Furtherrnore, u,hereas a
,ou Eaoage tg iurvi-ra when many of 'wealthy 

persbn who gives a greater parryM aon-fec paying cli:oS ale:v-cn slUF of whal he or she has io the "n"""dr, or ro
Prtt"d by 19I Eo solve sme of their ancil- "socialty useful purposas", but does not
W gatcrial problems?' Itre smilod. His sbo*, human soli'ctarity in any olher way,
rcs?ry nq! T sirqplc _tha an obscrver can hardly be calted a-humanist, he or slic
coutd describe it as anticlimax: 'From the can still 5" otrca a philanthropist- trrnal-qqn$ of oae tig case from a big per- ly, a person who has a nstrong interest in
9o, I can have &e rncans Go support sev- or concern for, human wel6re, vahre.s,
crd ca*s ftom pogpcople and also-prr- and dignity" but does not donarc to the
sue (r q two pdlqg1l or-consti0fional .necdyr oito'socially gseful purposas. _' crccs ficc ofdrarEc'cHe-gui$ly changcd u,hen st. Or he is in i positiori todo so -6c tofic !o the rrafirr that haa brou;trr 

"*not 
be called a humanis.m- But I conftss, I rvcnt ftrougt fu T; surnmarise: it is not neccssarl, to be

:=i_ Itr*qtyqo'+anicatty'and wzs r,"n to be a bumanisr. but it is #sar1,
Wy sl*n tbc mccting was adjorned. I 16 be rich to be a philantfuopis. Dona-
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