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.nearltg E !oe. u jns bv pooglc sc
rrc, hl ds hw PooPb car PrtIY cvelu
ac 'ra'rrcllrcr by da t)"ca of prcscaa
dtcy ruiue.
I sbill4 horievEt' $?lre fu books scor

!o tr Uy corraOn, 
-ttre wi6 whm I

shaG ooc i<tmlogicel d polftical Eio{-
ptca froo ec boolca I rEccivc from fricods
ivit crh I sharc Gt1l kood socid vd-
rrcs, fricodr nrto apprcciatc U rympatls
wi& s(r of, 6c rt ;'g I say c do, ryt &
na rcriry sryPort 6 eodorse tbcm'
The b@kt scm o-c bY comradcs are
mcant, I bclieve, b sqgthea IrE or draw
my 'ttcstfuo to frcts a pcrspcctiYd fuy
thi,nk I rzs rrn.avvane of, d hai ncglctcd. I
a'n thereforc kaving out'comradelf b@k
presorts ftom this -piece. With thc rest I
shall adop[ a narratiie, rathcr than, snslyti-
cal, apprcrch.

I bmmc a self-conscious socidist, and
then a Marxist, around lyl3. That was dur-
itg my sojourn in rhe University of l-agos.
I was the Sccretary of ttre Postgraduate
Studcnts Association and my girl-friend,
now my spouse, as thc Treasurer. Our radi-
calism alienated sorne members of the
Association who cotrld not understand why
grufuata students, expected to be "ladiesh
and "gentlemen", should be behaving like
undergraduates ?nd, to make matters
wo-rre, -irining the laner in radical campus
politics. A particularly alienated rnember of
the association was a Ghanaian friend of
minc called Kwebena- W'e, however, lTtan-
3gcd- to maintai3 q* personal friendship.
Kwabena 8rx, I discus-sed politics ont1,
oncc, and it w&s an unpleasani experi.r*i.'ftrreafier. r+,e avoided rhe ,uUi*t. f ri

trerrmtuodudnry orrryr.-d'

da ErDod qr b be r crcrcisc io

thrt siogulrr muou revcalcd &r' his

-ri-t""f,U.- trcw fr'om his dislilc of
KwerP Nlrtrnah's Politics''i;da, [*r*ot had rr a slim b@L
l- Itttci . 1s fuviet Leadcrs. wrinca ty
;d;Jer SokhcnitsYn' an exiled Rusris
;"trer -t , i" lylO,-w{orl thc Nobct Prizc

fa Ut"on tc- Solzbcaitsyn had- spcot sv-
;-tt"tt in Sovict cooasttradoo oEPs:
;ilt f*t-;tb. Sovirr lcadcs was a rcal
6ro"i*i.ro of tbc rEgrrrc ard Orc lcadcr-

rfrip "f 
tbc ruling-Communist Party'.ts *u

"d. 
that my Gnanaian fricnd had erro-

6usly equitcd socialism' 
-commrmism

ana ftianism with Sovia Conceilratim
*t rE ,"d Politiel rcPression and sime
ty ;tH 6;lib"..rco me frrom 6e scid-
iit ia*i"gr and its comrping.inflrrcre' I
il;paifi through this- tYPeof exPerirc
so miny times in thc last 30. y.T' gur
nowadays, my conservative and rig[qYtng
-"au""iot':s' -are no longer patronising'
Sonp of them ane even apologetic in their
sclf-rypointed mission of tconvening" nr'

t-ess'tran two years after the Kwabcna

"n 
ourt"t, I was dr:tained by Gowon's mil-

itaryjunta. After about l0 weeks, I request-
.a i"i sonrcthing to read. I did not ask for
any book in pafocular- Just sonrething -to
reid. In res$nsc, the camP commander
sent me two' books: Holy Bible and The
First Circle,a fat novel written by the same
Alexander Solztrenitsyn. I thanked the
guard for ttre Bible but asked why I was
being given a novel. He said he did not
know, ard that, in any case, "books alt
books." But I knew, even then, why the
Bible and other religious books are sent by
irreligious powers io those in bondage. I
read the New Testament section of the
Bible twice or so. I enjoyed it. Despire my
anger, I read The First Circle.It was a story

Books that friends send to me failrr's estalc. sb left tb csrar' Itrviot'e!
.;^hr"r sb qild PcsiblY lcave' slE bq
tu-;t-& rofri"Is's w[ouA bft ed
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uni"crsty of 'Catabar, iH;;; 566"rFitt s rcs4c- Hc -s i" ru cstv o middc rtt?(h I tuulddo
;& -j!J L-r-"-" d'rlmnn.dcA -rfr-J.A!!, ilDlt il-cl-ddo? My-fticad ifiu o"i"i u criti:rl pcrid'rn mv ft I
wi& i(Ldifidbo si6 or rrdicd politica sait m. tfi unitc iu* iretEd r b rpprc- shrld r 160 rirb D'F.!FLQB-' yq
i[ rrE Uniycsity. DcspiE thc fr,t lhlt tbc ao O. Itr*v no<i. E r sho u/r3 tbco. .od h!' cvtf- 3ic
;;;"-hlD"d 6 ctrailistr rrr &perurnt -i r"""i..d=;n ah religidB b@t PrEs- rc-rid. . tcty 

"h.c 
Ai.od d EiE' llc ru

Jf,ra .nriv . v"r o enain thc mhdamry ;;;bib - rtu aod;ai w 6. Erft of r..tor irttiduc wbilc I vs r gr&
,"lirioq !,e. tti .ea scnr away- Hcr dcpan- 6c Sibl" itr l98t ad rhrt of thc Ku-rm in snritclJ of uetcmatb. Tb gy b thl q
i11 sifi6'ur srs mt drc Bibh but s bok t99l rtrrain vcry suug in uy wy. Onc fti.rd rDd t &vclopod togFihGr itr @y
of-tf,rec olays, Stooc ,8tt;ti is d.d; TrE- of rbcs orhcr boob ,hich I Sill hrrc, but rhinrs. tut rrct in saidiso a Mrrisi xc
iiUrA: iA'Si"u^r"t afio an arrtn, Nll whmc scodcr I b.vc for8dro is titlcd: 'I .L,ff .""y inEI€sB. bor d s(tcitlila a
storics of rhc smrgglc agai$t thc spafincto for,rrd Gd in Rlrssr'a'. I took thc linl,e boo* Manism. Cin Mav 15,lrc rd bir sDo.tsc *[r
rceim. iu Souft Altica. With the book cam -.Dd 

rcad it. I wsntcd to rcview it in an aniclc rc a book. Dcnroiracr: Dfc,libcnies,prcpr-

" 
frcssacc ftom thc Sislcr inscribcd oo th $gggsing tiat tbc title wrs oppoomistic i in ttitiAa. wriuci 5y ltoftssa Oluvolc

titt" mi: 'with riry thanks. p8ycrs. ano a!a- cooncrcially-rntivatcd ltd thrt tu io.i.r"-ana ouUistrcd in UXX.I haw aherdy
tovini iooa wistrcs for your fututc proJ€cg cootctt cold havc bcctr coodcBs.d ioto- atr .oc,5untcr"a. io ir, a cotroqsid stlEGtE
and u-nitfish stuggle_fc a jusl society". rt ordinary Sunday scrmm of tot more-th.n -Frec martet, oot ca0it8lisE, ir &mr1's
was datcd July 7,1973. ljm .i"o.&. I droppcd thc.idca Yt - l. YP ecoronic id;bg".-
Evil men wlio denicd meAcedom.s€nt rne adviscd. aad was convinctd. that I would bc Ttc other twofroks (or rdrcr. a boot d

a Bible: a woman of God whosc-lite was grusly misunderstood itr a country, srrcb as stickcr) w€re civ€o o 
-rc 

try e yorng "trr
cenred on thc Bible q:avc mc-a book r€clrc- otrrs, with $tch a bigh degee ot rclr$olls who. for abo,i scyco ycas, ts assocblEd
ing sruggles for ftecdom. It is more than an prucntiorsncss. ctfitv-wiitr nrc aoa 6i c5,car;oo6 troFct I
irony. I was to rcceivc morc rctP^33._Y My binMay T.lPO.Y* q-.tc 91Y: nm trire. Hc says I aE his "Et ors.- ,Itc boy,
preins in subsequcnt years' tn-l9uu'.aJutr- bccausc it coincidcd ei.o -atr imponant ;bo i. .-=* nir"sscd as IXfi. c*id.".d h
ili-""ir."g* of 'minc'ar 

.I}a G.ydian, 7 event dE formal opening of our library. I Hi;; ;rd .--.i"r" o scna rrc a toOr
female, gavc nle abig and neavlly- annorar- rcccivcd two book Prescnts - bo'o -ftom i"'iitr iivc pri-ini and a srictcr wiih lhc

f$*;t#*";tf#ffdi:o t"'1"n," wqr",a: Ho*rcturiis consczr:.a political 
T#;It.m.i*rrffi

ed to sivc ir to urc. rbcrc was "ffrr:ffi ffi.":#"ffiffi'**'i" I *
H#ffi ffi ;ffi:il'H:f h"''H:H-ffi,q1*;;;.r&'ilt";d;lffi ;'*:fl HtHilff ilUfi i
"fi i$T:"iiffiril c,,*it;".I u"""l''" H'#:d';;ffi'y'ihi$&E ffi'-***^*"g'g*i*g.ffi ,H
3r"fi;.i?x'"ifi!!&"finff:'ff m ffi$}5ti*Hu:tul* miJHffiHH ffi,
northerD strtcs. Urbanc and.gcnc11.ul',.t,19 i-ir.tt,.tr"hftttrcUnivc;ity.e4*Jnn ffiil'.,'*-Gor i".y-fi.i..*a
man hed a business emPirc
beyondrhcshore,",n,r"n".r"tlf** fiiQ:Hyffm$;ffiH L,no.r*,o,
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