
gl{E GLIARDIAIT. Thursd ay, l,1ay 25, 20c,6

JaN Morrlday,bfr,Y ls,M,in Calabar'
tL/arrrblic evenl was o(Banisod by a cou-

blc of-mv friqrds ard c<mrades 0o mark
hy Afh 6intAay. The elebratisr featured

.' ,r Imrrc on BuiHing Fqplar Dernocracy'h 
MSFria, a fn€$nadon and review of my

boot- of essays, tributes and a short
resDonso ftom np. Below is the text of my
resions, stightty revisod for clarity.

tttrouSfi tlrc event of tcday is a re-alfirrna-
tion ff my commirnent to the service of
humanity. This I have broken down into a
number of pledges.

I pldge- to remain a Marxist and, ipsn
facd, a socialisr nd an er,ler;tic Marxi.st,

Renewal and re-dedication
ticularly offensive variant of cYnical and By Edwin Madunagu
despotic nressianism. The victory by itself
will not lead to denxrnry. It will m,erelY and in deed. In panicular,I pledge to contin-

provide a profound national political les- ue to follow the injunction never to recon-

son cile myself to injusiice wherever it is perpe-

You cannot reaP what you have not sown trated:-in public or in Pri vate. SJ:ecifically, as

An orarrgc wed carrnot gentrinate and grow articulated about 15 Years ago by Ali Hassan

rnto a mango tree, whatever carc You may Nwinyi, {brmer President of Tirnzania, that

exert on its growth. As Albert Einstein once whenever I see injustice being perpetrated,I
hat if I cannot

that you cannot bribe
said, God does not Play

Q,od. You reap
chess. I would add must do somethi ng to stop t

I oledse to continue to oftr imnrcdiata
and unEonditional solidarity to ttrc
"wret,ched of the earttl". Arul who arc tlte
"wretched of the earttt"? I borrow from
Marx and say that the "wrttcH of thc
ear1h" are thaflarge sphere of humanity_that
has a universal charrcter because of its
"universal sufferings" and "lays claim to no
particular right, because it is the object of no
particular injustice, but of injustice in gen-
Eral". It is the sphere that cannot emancipate
itself withclut cieating a new society, a soci-
ety that Comrade Biodun Jeyifo, 25 years
ago, described as "disalienated and fully
humanised".

I pledge to continue to extend to society as
a whole, socialist humanism and what fol-
lowing Paulo Frierc, I call "orue kindness'I,
reconciling myself to the reality observed .

by Chinua Achebe, that when rain falls, it
falls on both the good and the bail, and that
ironically, if the Ead happens to be taller, it
falls on him or her before the struter person
who may be good.

To furttrer sfiengthen myself to remairi,
focussed on all ttlese, I hereby, or this my
60th binhday, formally renourrce all ethnic
and organised religious affrliations.I do this
with the acute awareness that npst of my
friends, comrades and compatrids, includ-
ing many of those gathered herc srro teli-
gious people, traditionalists and leaders of
ethnic nationalities.

To the first category of these good people,
that is, the religious people, I mmnmd
three texts from the New Testamcnu thc
Gospel of St. Matthcw, C1rry6 5-7; thc
Gospel of St. John, Chapter 20; and ttte First
Epistlc of Paul the Apostle to tho Corinthi-
ans. Chapter 13. The first text is popularly
knorvn as the Sermon on ttc Mornt, but I
call it the Philosophy of Life (u Ufe Ever-
lasting, il' you like). It was dcliverul by
Jesus Christ at ttrc start of ldr ear0ily
sojrxrrn. The second text is an aocrrutr of thc

t t

but an integlral Marxist; and
c *gDod- wertl}nrr- socialist,
ian :-and internationalist

exact- stop it, I must speak against it; that if I can-

ly what you sow. Although frcpu
hin the p<rl

lar strug-
itic4l cver

not e
syrnbolic - to sltow rny disapproval and
ven do this,I musido sonrething - how-

not a barracks glcs havc h:cn going on wit
but a poletar- systern, these are not strugg les in defence displeasure

revolutionary of democracy, but struggles against des1rct- I pledge to contintle to reJec t sectarianism,

ism attd bzubarisrn. The foundationsof sexism and patri;rrch in politics as well as. socialist adhering to a socialism that is
pmfamdly democratic and humanistic,
infqaed by history and historical science.

'trn puticular, I shall remain uncompromis-
ingly opposed to capitalisrn and imperial-
ism in aII their forms, mutations and adap

pldge never to give up, ncver to colnprt>
,,*miser and never topin them.IVly commit-
'-lnent' to popular emancipation, popular
' 

dcrrnor:racy, and socialisrn is unshakable. If
a brid assessment of the national political

-sihration at this time is required of me, I

' nould simply repeat what I have said sev-
eral times, namely, that what we have in
the country is no democracy; and beyond
Qis,I iryoutd repeat that we are not on the__

'tDad to democracy. It is therefore wrong to
utk of consolidating or defending demic-
rzr,y in Mgeria. For you cannot defend or
;pnsolidste a phantom.

history has shown that there is
temporary
a limit to these very male attitudes that oPPress

what the new rialism, alias "interna- women also dehumanise men and conftnermpe
nity"

When the material basis for narow sexualtional cornmu can do lna profound them in narow scx stereotypes as well.

national crisis.
I pledge to continue (o subject everything definitions of male and female roles is elim-

that exists, including my person and my inated and all human beings arc given new

conduct, to radical Malx ist criti,;isrn: with- opporlunities to devclop their potentials

out fear of the logic or co uences of this nlen w ill not need to bolster their egos at the

criticism on me or nly at lons or the expense of women.

ctvl
,Yl

ls

Iar, I p

teg
ledor nati0nalitics tsut in doing this, I p ge to

except what is needed for personal recutmf,-* ,

expehditurc. And, as you all kqow-, Pgno$I ; .

redurrent expenditure ends .t deatb.htr dif-' '

ferently: Fnom now on, I shall use ard in -
some cases, protrcti but I shalt not own,
Again, I declire that this is not a &viatim,
fr,5m the principtes of 1976. .' di:.,

I greet you ali; I thank You atll ard I hw,"r" ,

you att. io my Christianfriends and wn-,
iad"*, I urge Vou not to deviarc ftom SL'I*
Paul's concept of love - not absm bve, .

but concrete love for the masscs who, in tlr

dentocracy aIE ye t to be laid in Nigeria. The in the sphere of ocietyi in the public

struggle that is now called for is theretbre sphere , as well as in private life. In Particu-

promising, the thesis articulated bY a female

and the ruling blocs are allowed to maintatn f-eminist ab<lu t three clecades ago: "Men lean

tations. their present barbaric altd predatory course on their scxist attitudcs and sense of superi-

lt{th respect to Nigeria, our immediate the decis ive phase of that struggle, and the oritY Iike a crutch to help hold them under

national theare of emarrcip atory struggle, I development of its agencies, will not take the u,eight of a societY that strips thent of
place within l.he systeln. And con real opport unities fbr sel t'-fultilment. But

he foundation of democ- ledge to continue to advance uncom-
the struggle to
rucy.And I pre

lay t
,dict that if the Nigerian state

Zispleasure of the powers-that-be. In doing I pledge to continue to be activelf inVolved

this, however, I shall not forge t What Marx in the day-today struggles of the oppressed,

said on the power and I lmrt of criticism, the exploited, the disglsscssed, the cheatcd,

namely, that the "Weaptln of 
"riti"irm" 

can- the marginalised. the despised, the aban-

not supp lant the "critici.sm of weaPons doned. and the hurniliated - whether they are
individuals. communities. xlcial ca ones

nseq
atfili

that irha.s cannot overcome rcali
can only ove,come olher ideas o

ty. Ideirs
f realitv:

and that idcras will beconle a soc'ial force is continue to point out the common interests

soon as they seize the m:nscs. of all thc sc'g rncnts tlf thc ()ppresscd, and

I pletlge to c-ontinue [o delbnd History, hence the way ltrru'ard for society and

and the Truth: by word of rnouth, in writing humanity as a whole
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say that what I have pledged is, in my hum-
ble opinion, not a d6viation from tE po{V
of f6undational principles collectively:
enunciated and adopted about ttuee dec&
ago. These includeii futl republicao dcmcit-
racy. Of course , things havti changed. But in
my humble opinion, not suffrciently b w0[:
rant fundamental revisions. ' -'..

Christian doctrine, are all in the iryge o[
God: "Lrrve is patient and kird; it ir notinl-
ous or concrited or prudl lovc b mt i[..
manncred, or selfish or initable; Ln1e d€
not keep a raord of wrongsl bvq is nd
happy with evil, but is huppy with thc tntrh.
[,ove nevcr gives upi aml its faittr. its hqc
and its patience rE\rer fait-. Yor bclid, il
ytxr are tnrthful, ir onsbtcnt with mcilh
humanism. r ':.


