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ale
" . book of essays, tributes and a s
-, N response from me. Below is the text

f- W, slightly revised for clarity.

. tion of my commitment to the service

.. number of pledges.

it x'fpl‘O

- . | _mise, and never to join them. My commit-
.= ment to popular emancipation, popular
~demc , and socialism is unshakable. If
- @ brief assessment of the national political
“Situation at this time is required of me, 1
. - would simply repeat what I have said sev-
. ..eral times, namely, that what we have in
~ {the country is no democracy; and beyond

g . road to democracy. It is therefore wrong to
& nalk of consolidating or defending democ-
. racy -xq‘_Nigeria. For you cannot defend or
- —2onsolidate a phantom. . »
iy Thg'prment dominant political struggle
~ Jay succeed in preventing President
& sanjo and his governors from remain-
2 in office beyond May 2007. Although
‘this would be victory, a victory that the
~hation G , it will not be a victory for
acy. It will be a victory over a par-

Monday, May 15, 2006, in Calabar,

_Va public event was organised by a cou-

' friends and comrades to mark

my 60th birthday. The celebration featured

i on Building Popular Democracy
% inNigeria, a presentation and review of my —9¢* S

e ' hort Will not lead to

onllg'cresponse I can make after going
gh the event of today is a re-affirma-

humanity. This I have broken down into a

I pledge to remain a Marxist and, ipso
facto, a socialist: not an eclectic Marxist,
but an integral Marxist; and not a barracks
or *good-weather” socialist, but a proletar-
. jan and ' internationalist revolutionary
.~ socialist: adhering to a socialism that is
_ foundlg' democratic and humanistic,
informed by history and historical science.
‘In particular, I shall remain uncompromis-
ingly opposed to capitalism and imperial-
-ism in all their forms, mutations and adap-

With respect to Nigeria, our immediate

.~ national theatre of emancipatory struggle, 1
. pledge never to give up, never to compro-

« . this, I would repeat that we are not on the__

son.

of

the struggle to lay the foundation of democ-
racy. And I predict that if the Nigerian state
and the ruling blocs are allowed to maintain
their present barbaric and predatory course
the decisive phase of that struggle, and the
development of its agencies, will not take
place within the system. And contemporary
history has shown that there is a limit to
what the new imperialism, alias “interna-
tional community” can do in a profound
national crisis.
I pledge to continue to subject everything
that exists, including my person and my
conduct, to radical Marxist criticism: with-
out fear of the logic or consequences of this
criticism on me or my affiliations or the
“displeasure of the powers-that-be. In doing
this, however, I shall not forget what Marx
said on the power and limit of criticism,
namely, that the “weapon of criticism” can-
not supplant the “criticism of weapons™,
‘that idcas cannot overcome reality. Ideas
can only overcome other ideas of reality:
and that ideas will become a social force as
soon as they seize the masses.
I pledge to continue to defend History,
and the Truth: by word of mouth, in writing

democracy. It will merely
of my provide a profound national political les-

You cannot reap what you have not sown.
An orange seed cannot germinate and grow
into a mango tree, whatever care you may
exert on its growth. As Albert Einstein once
said, God does not play chess. I would add
that you cannot bribe God. You reap exact-
ly what you sow. Although popular strug-

gles have been going on within the political
system, these are not struggles in defence
of democracy, but struggles against despot-
ism and barbarism. The foundations of
democracy are yet to be laid in Nigeria. The
struggle that is now called for is therefore

Renewal and re-dedication

By Edwin Madunagu

and in deed. In particular, I pledge to contin-
ue to follow the injunction never to recon-
cile myself to injustice wherever it is perpe-
trated: in public or in private. Specifically, as
articulated about 15 years ago by Ali Hassan
Nwinyi, former President of Tanzania, that
whenever I see injustice being perpetrated, I
must do something to stop it; that if I cannot
stop it, I must speak against it; that if I can-
not even do this, I must do something - how-
ever symbolic - to show my disapproval and
displeasure.

I pledge to continue to reject sectarianism,
sexism and patriarchy: in politics as well as
in the sphere of civil society; in the public
sphere, as well as in private life. In particu-
lar, I pledge to continue to advance uncom-
promising, the thesis articulated by a female
feminist about three decades ago: “Men lean
on their sexist attitudes and sense of superi-
ority like a crutch to help hold them under
the weight of a society that strips them of
real opportunities for self-fulfilment. But
these very male attitudes that oppress
women also dehumanise men and confine
them in narrow sex stereotypes as well.
When the material basis for narrow sexual
definitions of male and female roles is elim-
inated and all human beings are given new

opportunities to develop their potentials
men will not need to bolster their egos at the
expense of women.”

I pledge to continue to be actively involved
in the day-to-day struggles of the oppressed,
the exploited, the dispossessed, the cheated,
the marginalised, the despised, the aban-
doned, and the humiliated - whether they are
individuals, communities, social categories
or nationalitics. But in doing this, I pledge to
continue to point out the common interests
of all the segments of the oppressed, and
hence the way forward for society and
humanity as a whole.

first ce of the risen

third text is on the subject of love.

gious-inclined friends, comrades
I pledge to continue to offer immediate - mwl oommendmws‘mldume be able to

and unconditional solidarity to the
“wretched of the earth”. And who are the
“wretched of the earth”? I borrow from
Marx and say that the “wretched ofthtl;eI
earth” are that large sphere of humanity s : i
has a universal character because of its moelﬂmlymng o? M
“universal sufferings” and “lays claim to no - ntered - bn thegm il M
particular right, because it is the object of no fm“cmoume ¢ Whatlg:m od is 8 108
particular injustice, but of injustice in gen- . 3 pats ’f ve p d134 et
eral”. It is the sphere that cannot emancipate :h }l\)rc:duc ‘:. myt:)wnb‘ le in the s
itself without creating a new society, a socCi- iarel S';colgl’l; l\md)olve‘:lnenf 'Xn dm ndllge'tl T
ety that Comrade Biodun Jeyifo, 25 years say that what [ have pledgsd is’*inmmy hzt’n‘ g
ﬁgo, d?scc';?ed as “disslienated and SURY iy opinion, not a deviation from the body
umanised”. A o s P
I pledge to continue to extend to society as - grﬁu:g&lt\:;g&?:ld pnn’cxgles leonecﬁ,vdy, ! 3

history, including
tory of one’s role in general history -h.ng': R

a whole, socialist humanism and what fol- - bR
lowing Paulo Friere, I call “true kindness”, ago- 'glfese included full republican dema
reconciling myself to the reality observed 2<% course; things have changed. By
by Chinua Achebe, that when rain falls, jt = MY humble opinion, not sufficiently tos
rant fundamental revisions. 3

falls on both the good and the bad, and that  * LR
ironically, if the bad happens to be taller, it . | 8150 fenounce every ambtog fel
s on B oher b e shorrperen T ey
who may be good. 2 - : B
o T iefarngen myslt o emain S AT R
’ [ S my o . -’ %
recurrent expenditure ends at death. Putd

60th birthday, formally renounce all ethnic i A 5
and organised religious affiliations, I do this - fcrently: From now on, I shall use and

with the acute awareness that most of my - SCT¢ C2555, ; but 1 shall not o
friends, comrades and compatriots, o tud.  Again, I declare that this is not a deviatio
ing many of those gathered here are reli- from the pnncnp!w of 1976. o
gious people, traditionalists and leaders of I greet you all; I thank you all; and 1 love
ethnic nationalities. i - you all. To my Christian friends and com-
rades, I urge you not to deviate from St

To the first category of these good people,

that is, the religious le, I - Paul’s co of love - not abstract love,
three texts from the New Testament: the butf'omte[mfef«ﬂ*wm e
Gospel of St. Matthew, -5.7; the C‘God“‘s‘, et docttat e L the imgge ©
Gospel of St. John, Chapter 20; and the First °‘§g§ﬁmm » ¢

Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthi- o X concetl or proud; love

ans, Chapter 13. The first text is popularly « K selﬁshl ofm

known as the Sermon on the Mount, but 1. ot t: vil. but

call it the Philosophy of Life (or Life Ever- -~ 17PPY 10 TN, S 0 -
lasting, if you like). It was delivered by and itsmm g1ves up; fail”, sana, |

Jesus Christ at the start of his earthly
sojourn. The second text is an account of the

red
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