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THE vear was 1964.49 vears aso. I was in the
I fina'l year in obokun High Sch6ol, Ilesha, pres-
entOsun State.Aboardwas placed formem-bers
of the school's debatine sodew to exoress their
opinions on current aflairs. Th-e authilrities ore
fe-rred internarional or foreien affairs sinte. I
now believe, the school's auth"orities wanted io

debate with Isaac there was no ethnic senti-
ment or any otJrer adhominemalluslon lroln
eitherof uiorfromournoisvspectators. Al-
thoughwe spoke both in English and yoruba,
no one was in doubt about mv ethnic orluin.
The closest to personal "attac[" I can remi.rn-
ber was Isaac savins that each huuran bcinu
had his or her own ineneth. Bur I d td nor wafi
tohearhimelaborate. -

The secoird observation is this: Althouqh wt:
were both passionate in making our dill'crent
points, I now know that orrr liosilkrns wcrc
both abstract an<l u nrlilect it.rf. wt <l id not cx-
amine - nor were we cquipped to examine -
how ex.rctly Tshombe wai ippointed, what
historical circumstances led to this aoooinr-
ment and what made the execution of the de-
cision possible. In particular, we did not
examine in what historical circumstances and
through what mechanisms the right of the
Congolese people to choose their iulers was
exercised in that instance. The fact, as I learnt
later, is that there was no election and t he ap
pointmentwas made by non{ongolese. The
country was embroiled in a bitter iivil war in
which the American government and the
United Nations had intervened militarily and
diplomarically. For the former it was alSo an
'anti<ommunist" war.

Shortly after my'historic" encounter with
IsaacAIuko, I was involved in another debate.
Thevenuewas the school hall of Ilesha Gram-
mar School, a nearbysecondary school. It was
between my schooliwhich I refiresented, and
t}te GrammarSchool represent-ed bya student
whose name I have nowforgotten.fhe subieo
was the participation ofch"urch leaders iriac-
tive parrisan politics. My posirion was that
chufth leaderi should n6t'take part in active
oartisan oolitics - as we saw this activitv in
ihose davtacross the slobe. I citedArchbisfroo
Makarioi. the presidEnt of Cvorus and hesi-
dent Ngo Dihn Diem of SoutliVietnam,a fun-
damentalist Roman Catholic ruler in a
predominantly Buddhist country.

I argued that a church leaderoiactivistwho
wished to engage in polirics should first re

Adedafio, and was asked to brins me.
A few days later I was taken bacl to the school and

to the principal's office.The elderlvreverend asked
why I did what I was reported to hive done. I stated
my cas_e ye-ry calmly. Tlie principal looked at me for
about halt a minute and then asked me to ioin mv
motlrer outside and waiL Shortlv after. we'saw th'e
teacher enter the principal's offiie. Wtien he came
out my motler and I were called in to see the orin-
cipal again This last meeting with the principal was
an anti<limac he commeniled mv mtither.framed
me to be good behaviouq and ask6d me to io home
and resume my schooling the next day. And that
was the end offhe episodd.

Up till today,4qyelrs after this experience, I can-
not say, or guess, how the discussioh between the
principal and the teacher proceeded I cannot even
say whether the principal's decision to discharge
me almost unconditionally was taken before the
principal's meetingwith thE teacher (in which case
the teacherwas iustcalled to be informed of the ver-
dict) or the teadher was involved in the decision. I
did not, and still do not, know the principd's as-
sessmentof the principle I threwuo in thisi:ase.All
I Imow is that I rias not asked to caitv out the oun-
ishment I had reiected, I was not renioved as jpre.
fect and I was rdcalled to the school to serve is a
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statement that if the martyred Ernesto "Che"
Guevara was a Roman Catholic he would
have been proclaimed a saintl
Before I lehObokun Hish School(to return

a couple of months late;as a teacier), I was
involved in an open confrontarion with a
teacher.I was a day-studeng and had to trek
a longdistance evLrydaytoand from school
I was a school prefecL One dav I came late to
school and, uirfornrnatelg f"or me it was a
davthe teacher responsible for a "catchins"
lat-e -comers decidEd to enforce the rule. IYe
detained the late<omers, including me, in
front of the main classroom bloc. I Ielt a bit
humiliated as a school Drefect. But I stood
there with other students - unfortunatelv
iunior students on this particular dayl Th-e
teacher then asked us, Iitecomers, til pick
the dirts that littered that part of the cbm-
pound. I inquired if I wasincluded in the
punishment, and he said !es".I revolted.

I told the teacher that he must first remove
me as a school Drefect before I could ensase
in that punishhent, that I would not-ioTn
junior srudents to serve that punishnient
with a school prefectbadee on invchest. De
throne me, arid I will ioinlhe puriishment,l
challenged the teacher. WhCn he did not
take up the challenge but rather insisted I
must do the punishment, I walked awav
from him and hom the school. I went hom6.
When mv mother saw me returnine from
school soioon after leaving and also ioticed
my countenance, she knew something had
gone wrong, and started weeping. To cut a
Iongstoryshort, my mother had to go to the
school to plead (not forthe firsttimE)for mv
recall. Shri met with the Principal, Rdverend

as Prime
Congo Leopodville (now the Democratic Repub
lic o[ Congo, DRC). I called Tshombe a nati-onal
traitor and the murderer of Patrice Lumumba,
the first Prime Minister of the country.

- As soon as I placed the article and withdrew one
of my classmates, Isaac Aluko (later Aluko
Olokun), moved to the board. Isaac and I were ac-
ademic rivals. I watched as he read my article;
and I observed at a Doint that he was fiownins.
fu soon as he finisfied he re-entered the ch#
room,tookasheet of paperand left again.When
he re-emerged he went straight to the board and
placed his response. As far as I can now remem-
ber, the thrust of Isaac's response was that the
people of Congo -Leopodville had the right to
choose orappointwhoevertheywishedas Prime
Minister. Later, the argument became verbal,
with our classmates watchins. It was a hot and
bifter argument, which I endEd by simply walk-
ing away, not simply from the argument, but
trom the school comoound

tsaac Aluko and I, of course, graduated from
Obokun High School at the enil of 1964 - he, to

. proceed to Aiyetoro Grammar School to do a' Higher School Certificate programme and I, to
return a few months later to Obokun High
School as a iunior teacher and a resident assis.
tant boarding house master. Isaac rose to be
come a top Nigerian banker, economist and
public sewinr There are two observations I wish
to make on this narrative. First: Throughout my
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