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'AIi mustgo'anC the Nigerian Left
Bv Edwin Madunagu

..
IArE may begrn this recollection o[ en r-rnfoitltnatel-v
YV U t ody, bu"t h istori cal l'/ sign i fi ca nt e pisode.',v: th tl ti

publicvdrsi,onof the ;fory.Ihis prrblicversion is tiitfe:'ent, in
sonre crifjcal pilrt*s, trcm the re:orcls in r:he archives of rle
Nigerian''Left. Artd. I inr sul'e, it is also differcnt irorq l'ie
recorCs hrthe archi'rits of rhe Nigeriau Stale. Ti:e essennai
ditil-renc€S here re::ide in nryo iaGs. Thc first is the fact rhat
historically, and by nar.rre, gov'ernrnents are liars and rhe
second iithe factthat the most in:1-rort-anr decisions and ac-
ticns of leftist acrivists tmk place.arfule they r,vere hiding
from state harassmenl These decision.s and acrioirs couiri
rhersfbre not be reported and, evsn now 4C yea.r-s iater. can-
not be fuliyreported. The boitorit lir:e, i:ow'evef, is u\at licih
the l{igeiian State and the Nigerian ietc i<new rnore than
they puQ{g{y offereC ar,il e.rch kr,ew thrt the oth.er was noc
saying thEwhole truth.
l'l{'rat, rhe-n, is in the public domain ? Comradt' Ebenezer Bii-

batcpe who was, inAprll1978, iire SeniorAssriiiant Hegistrar
(-qrudent&Affairs) in the University of Lagcs is rhe aurhor of
a bockwhich is an authentic pubiic record of "Ali rnu.st go"
episode. fir.at book is .9fua'en t Power in Nigeria (tl-rASao).
The first p{rt of the ibilorving accorsrt ieans heavily otr *e
book .,'
On Mon$ay, April 77,t978,rhere began a bo;rcotr of lecn-lres

by students in al I tgg aV yr stituti on9 in \l jSelia w-h ost: ca! n-
pus unions were afEliated to the Natior,a I Unio a o i Ni gen;rn
Students(I-.,IUNS). Thelmnrediate ainr of the boycott i,r,as io
pre s,s ure the Fed eral M i I i ta ry Gc,ve (1-r ln ent of C e nerai r)1,: s e.
gtrn Obasanio to cancel recenUy-anncunced irrcreases irr
school faeS. The mecliurn-term arrd lcng-:ertn a.!ms r,/ere
what theSrsh ould bs <Iernoclati zati on, gi n u i n e i *-lep e. :r C-
erlce rnd;gnhancement of rhe quaiity rii iii'e o['the rnaises,
arn ong ofHer popular dem 

"r.rh. 
c irr, a n,l s.,\,rob iiiz.r ri on

had been innounced a nd ca rr'ierj o r-r t by rr* I-,i x S I ead ershi p i n
conj uncrioq !-yrth carnp us execu ti ves.'l'he lec r.: re boy co tt
was to be ih defi n i te, Crat i s, un ril tn e gr:'utr nm enl: re sp:; r d.r.!
posilvelyor NUNS decided ttl change ractics. The nadcnai
coordlnating centre of tht: action i,rai at the University ct'La-
gos which was then hosting rhe secrecariar of f.iUUS. 

-lhe

president of NUNS was a heavily bearcl ecl student of rh a r rrr ri-
versity called Segun Okeolvc, a radic.rl democra r and patiot.

The first day of the studenB'actiurn lvent peacefully and
successfrrlly in all campuses i n r-J uding th e { )n i ycrsiti es crf La-
gos,lbadan,lfe, Benin, Caiabar, jos and r'.iaiJug'ui-i as 'r;eil as
Ahmadu Bello Universiry, 7^tna, Lilri,rersiry of Nigeria,

Nsurkka and Bayerc'! I-irl11,q15iry Kano. Frrt crn the serond d_iy,
Tuesday, April t 8, stu cit n i s of ihe L] n ir,.ersi ry,-,f Lagci ivoke r r r.r

to see the main gaie oi rheil irrslittitiori Lii',:kr.rl i-lrr a !:.1'r{e
coutingent of anntl tr--olice, ilTi.ei':i. Inli,-1.1::tal!.7 dre snrdenls
had pianned to per.c:.iul!:7 marcir o'.l'i (,f the i.in,1;'-l: ln th.ii
<Jav and to delivei .r Dicirsf leti*:r incorpo:'atin]z thrir tie-
rni:':ds tc General Obasanjo !n Ii,;<-l.ari 3 tr-;'.i.:irs, his h,.:.-1-
qu.;rriers. What [ell,--r,rve.l was a confrr;r-.tation iieiw.:en
unarmed studen rs an,J am:ad pclice oifi cel s - fir :;L a t . i: e gaie
of the university, then in iheau;i:runung screets, and ttnal$ iir
several parts of Yeba, rhe urii,zersity's i--.osi cclnflliii rit),. Se!--
eral civllian casualiies rvere recolderi .,.'siihin ;rnC r-rutsid. tnr
cernPus.

'the national ele,:trotric media suiipfessci the n(jws cf thrs
"carn ege' on the day it tool < pia ce. I i cwcver, w h en the le ports
c;une out in solne nev/spaper; the foilowing nronrin;1,
'I/edne'sday,April19, "rhe siruifon in all riie carnpuses of th=e

cther universities in Nigerie simprybecanle rrlcontr'oihbie,"
according to Srude/? t Power in i'li,geria. i rnay add here that
tle "uncontrollable" campuses inclucied the Uni.,,ersity oi
&labar where Bene ( my s po use ) an <i I we re I ecture rs. B u t rrve-

!,vere teachers, not stu,-lents ! On Th ursday A.pri I 2O, th e s cene
of carnage moved to Ahmaclu Bello Universiry (ABU), Zaria.
f{Ere, massacres weie carrieci out nct by the police, but b.,;
arrned soldiers. And, again ulrlike r,r'iut happened in Lagos,
the soldiers were not tr)'lng io prevent sturlents from niL\L
i ng out of the camprs; t atiren the5: v,,src trying to tbrce thenr-
seives into the carnpus -to plrt doun rn in:'-::rection which
dir-! not exist! Bythe tinie rhe shootinE srcppeti rive stucients
of the Universityl,t'ere d,:art.

'ihi.s second massac.re rmder.ts hcurs prrorrokedr a natier:-
,wide unarmed trpnr;ing- ncrt only Dn can)plrses but;iiso i:.-r

rhc university toivns and not onil,,by studenrs trut aiso by
lcn-siudent masses. The upi':sing lasteri f,:r the resr o['r.hat
wcei<, and beyonC.'n L.rgcs, tiie rnain sloga;r wa:; l{i ldust
Go!", a reference to the senlng Feiicr al Coi'nmissioaer(r\Iin-
ister) of Education, Colcrre! (Dr)rrhinaC,r;{i, e soldier-med-
ical clocto-r who, as a studen[ ryas onr- o[ the fir;t-.generation
leaders of NUNS!

A nrore elaborate story ofthls national crisis, incluCingthe
soci*political background, remote al r d i uim erl iate causes,
students' action. popular and patriotic intenrentions, the
N igeri an State's blo ody repression, pwges and livi tch-h un t'',
the long sociopolitical aftermath and how the Nigerian I_eft
evenrually snatched victory fr.om defeaican b'e found in B+
barogre's bookwhere meyare well docurnented as rveli as in
arcirives listed at the begt nnirlg cf this pi a.e. In ti re .space ttrai

is lett here I shall ulcve ti: wha.t has nr-rt been in the public
sirhere but shall iin: it rny:,eiito the experience of the l\iiger-
ian Left.'[trr most radical wini;s of tt:e i.iigerian i-eft at that time
werc'crganised in and aror:nd d",e univecsiry rs:,^Ins: ! ago::-
:l-,--r.-ian, Ilelfe, Benin, Cal;rbar, l.istrkka, Ios, ilane;rrd Zaiie.
t'he lbm-rations wure link*d, .i'rlied ani'[ lortrCilatt:rl il v:;i-
ulls ways - ideologcaliyancl l:isloicalir,'. iruior.aii3., ,l'i,,i i,"-
ticnally: For instani:, if..antl Ii:i{;nwere iinked, so r.;ere it,
i ba,lan and Lagot r f e *nd Z.-:$.r., Calab.ir anil ! te, rlal at;ar a n.:,
Nsukka , Cala.barand Zar:a. Calabar,lfe antl'ic.:ilan; rtc. ihe
trational formati,lns in':lrttle,J tire \{oveir-,ent fcr Petpl:';
iren:crary (MPD). Tl:e radrc.r! ;iurle nis' lving oi' ti-,r ii!',;3r-
ian teft included Llre Fal:iot!.:\'outn \,iovr:ncnt ot tiigeie
iPYit'Ii!) lvirich w.ls ;vitr'.isr a.n..l natiuna!.

The Fundamenu.l a;-rC crnuatpri:rrosi:lun her.-. :s tha-t rhe
lligerian Leftcorrltl ncti\ave stuod asiCr. and iii<lee:l iid lot
sta::d aside, durirrg the ",':ii l,!uit Gc" -::r'isis.

I t rvas axiomati c that sin ce ths radica| .-;r. :rC :n-,s rnD v 3 iTl rr rr
rvas ioserted in the larger stud.enrs' iricvenrsnt - or else it
rvoulo have a precaricus existe:nce like [i:..t1s'.,.. oiw;rtei-rtre
Nigerian left would be lin]ieC tlirectly .r-r:il i:..':iireciiy'ryi*r
u"re students' m ove me nL Sim ilariy, tl e ia b e'-r i rno..,en'.. rli
lr,,hichwas iinked to the iiigerl;ur Le.tarwas aiso iinked tc' r;re
s tttdents' movement direcciy and thr-ougir tt:e ra,jical sru-
dents' morcment. G! ven C r! s web of r,:latiol r ships',rtil:i n th e
popular masses a.nC tireir organisations it carl [:e s';'.rin*d
that both the labour moverneni'and tr\e Nigeri.rn Lr:{t'a.rere
"invohed" in the "Alt rnust go, Drotests. 8r:t the inroivrnrCrrl
was not that of "inciterneil,t" rrr Cictaticn as allegrd';,y the
Nigerian State.

The irrvolvement o[ the Nigeria-rr Left in "Ali must go"',.ras
that of patrigtic au d respons i bic soiid anty qo gerl er wi th h,-r.
in a ntst and hurn ani!:aria n zu gDort ant i advicE r,vh ose riatu te
at each point depended on t}i nature of rlie desei opment of
the crisis.lhus, foilowir-rgthe massar:rr.s in Lagcs andT-aria,
le fti s r in tbad arq I fe an C f ai abar cons ui t&i and coordi natetl
tireir acts of solidariq:'I'he consr,itadott and ccordinadon
\,ver e done by physicai movemen t - in tlt:th Ci rerrior r:; - s ince
there was no access to relephones. Day and nigltt were con-
firmed as segments of a Continuum. When I was iater ar'
rested together with Eskor Toyo, Bassey and Bene, I was
accused of doi n g so m ethi ng i n Cal atrar whe reas I was, at th e
relevant time, hunCreds of kiiomcters away.'lhe'/did not
k.now or pretended not to knor,v that when they sighced me
I was ac rua I ly on my !\ray out of Cala!'rar. - raci ng to cmss both
rhe Cross River and the River Nigerbefore nighetialll
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