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Looking back  oyears ago
By Edri,n lladunagu female and serrcn males -could be said to be triiarrist in characterand methods; lts stratc Calabar, whosc fumaeotso cornndcs had

a'new recruit" into revolutionary struggle glc obfective was socialism; it uas under- lnspired before the Zaria Conference, into ar ATE in
lertigeri

the evening of August 6,tgTl, elght at the dme the organisadon came into being ground and therefore acted openly only purely students'morrcrnent.an socialists, resident in Calabar, there were significant variations and differ- through formarions that Marxists called Withinamonthof formatloruCGSranlnto
met in that city and formed the Calabar ences in their backgrounds: formal and pro fronts (a nonderogatory terrn in Mandst internalcrisesonanumberofqrsdons-the
Group of Soctallsts (CGS). Calabar was then fessional education, revolutionary politlcs), allies and collaborators. CGSs mostacuteandurgent beingthose of organi-
the capial of 'old' Cross River State coraeri ng experience, social circumstances as well as fronts, allies and collaborators included the sationd discipline. tater, there dweloped ide
the present Cross Rirrr and Akrra lbom states means of livelihood. Their ages also differed labourmo\rement and its organisations, sttr ological and doctrinal differences as well.
Aftending this foundaUon and inaugural significantly so were their specific routes to dents movements, women's movement, nr- Prominent in the array o[ ideological and doc-
meeting ri/ere Eskor To;,rc, Eboney Okpa, Udo socialist consciousness, and roads into the ralcommunities, professional organisations trind questionswere the rolesof turc large so
Atat Assim lta, Ita Henshaw Bassey Ekpo Nigerian socialist MovemenL The oldest was and urnffiliated individuals. cial women and middle classes - inBassey, Bene Madunagu and Edwin EskorToyo(aayears

Bassey Ekpo BasseyMadunagu. The meeting took place in an
apartment which today houses the Senior may rightty aftribute pan of the turbulence
Staff Club of the University of Calabar but the organisation went through in its

d difference

grouPs -
socialist)while theyoungestwas But what and who are vanguards in Manr- the rwolution. When new recrult-

(za years). A researcher ist politics? Vanguards represent and pro ments were made, the problems became
mote the common interests of all sections more acute - and now dangerous - because

early and all strata of the workingand toilingpeo most of the new members, being relatively
much younger and less experienced, couldwhich at the time was a guest house allocated life to these variations an s; but ple and all stages of their emancipatory

to Bene Madunagu as a newly confirmed lec- the researcher will also discover the absence srruggle. They are selfless and courageous. neither fully understand the questions norrurcr in that university's Departrnent of Bio of three maladies of Nigerian politics: "pro Vanguards worry for the present, but also fulty appreciate the differences betr,veen the
logScalSciences. prietor-ism ", ethnicity and sexism. point to the future. And beyond this, van- foundation membenBytheend of thethirdff the time CGS was formed Eskor Toyo had The formation of CGS was parttyinspired by guards;ueconsciousof theirplaceandrole. month, the internal crisis had reached ajust moved foom rhe Universi ry ofMaiduguri the fuly pZAII-Nigeria Socialist Conference The newlyformed Calabar Group of Social- breaking-point ln the last r,rrcek of Norrember
to the Univensityof Calabaras Senior Lecturer held in Zaria and which Eskor Toyo, Bassey ists (CGS) went to rilork immediatety. The po. l9Tl, the Calabar Group of Socialists (cGS)
in Economics. He was, even then, well known Ekpo Basseyand I attended.l said "parttf be litical temperanre of the countryrwas rising brokeinto two factions0f the eight founding
as a Mandst intellectual in Nigeria and had cause even if the conference had not taken The way the transition programme was go members, Eskor Toyo, Eboney Okpa and
been active in na tionali s g la bour and socialist place, and we had not met there, the veryfaa ing, it had become clearthat General Oluse Bassey Ekpo Bassey felt into one faction whilepolitics since 1947. Eboney Okpa was a lead- thathistoryhad brought a substantial num- gun Obasanjo who succeeded General Assim It4 lta Hensharr4, Udo Atat, Beneirrg labour organiser and activist resident in ber of Mamists and rcvolutionary socialists Murtala Mohammed as military ruler after Madunagu and Edwin Madunagu alignedCalabarand had been prominent in Nigeria's together in Calabar at that point would have the latter's assassination in February 1976 with the oth€r factioru
Iabour movement since the First Republic. Ied to the emergence of a political group would try to turn the country over to the An underground revoludonary movementAssim Ita was a China-nained cadre of the sooner than later. This was how I described most conservative and reactionary crop of breaking into factions is a dangerous affair atNigerian Irft who
been imprisoned in Ghana,
afra. Udo Atat was a Cuba-trai

slon

a

Nigeria and Bi-
nedcadreofthe

had seen combat and had the Zaria Conference a5 years laten "The fday bourgeois politicians. TheNigerian Leftwas thebestof timesButitis more dangerous urF
conference can be described as the Iargest determined to prevent this byall means pos- deramilitarydictatorship, and much more so
gatheringof Nigerian Marxists, socialists and sible. One of these means was general mass when the members of the movement are

mobilization towards the formation of a sin- known activists who had had "bmshes" with
unionist and a boxer. BasseyEkpo Basseywas between the old generation of socialists

gle,

iournalism graduate of the University of (those who operatd before and during the
a socialist activist and political ed i tor Civil War) and the new generation (those,

Nigerian Chron icJe,a stateowned news- like mysell who joined the movement after
paper.Bene Madunagu was a revolutionary the war)." panlyinspired the immediate formation of
socialisr and a Botany lecfirrer in the Univer- At inception CGS conceived itself as what CGS on our rerurn from the conference.

of Glabar, To complete the [ist, I was a rev- some Manrist intellecnrals would call an a(- Since each foundation memberwas an ac-socialist and had just emerged ternal vanguard: "external"
self<onstituted and

inthesensethat dvist, the first step that was taken waspeas.rnt-based revolutionary com- it was had not yet in- pulling together and rarionalising the rari-
'muneinOde0mu in presentosun State, and sertd itself into the struggles of the masses, ous pre{onference engagementiand com-
wa s seeki ng employm ent with the Unirrersity
of C-alabar as a lecturer in Mathematics.

especially those of the working people. It was
"an external vanguard" rather than "the ex-
ternal vanguard" because there were other

mitrnents and proceeding from there. One
of the first reorganisation steps was the de unification. A successful review and unihca-
cision to transform the Movement for Pro tion meeting was hosted by Comrade Asslrnof

vanguards in the Nigerian Lefr. CGS was gressive Nigeria ,(MpN), university of ltaas as the Il


