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By £dwin Madunagu revolutionary consciousness - pacifist hu-
manism - also blossomed in her. This rare

N August 25, 1978, the Federal Military revolutionary combination, unique and en-
Government of Nigeria under General viable to many, was however to cost us her
Olusegun Obasanjo published a White Pa-  life. For we had reasons to believe that if In-
peron the reportof its judicial investigation  grid had defended herself against her at-
of the “Ali must go” students uprising which tackers in the night of Tuesday, April 21, 1981,
shook the country four months earlier. she couid have either repelled the murde:-
Through that statement, the government ers or attracted outside intervention. By the
confirmed therepressive and punitive ac- - time Ingrid was murdered in her campus
tions it had eitlier taken or were widely ex-  residence she and her husband had five chil-
_pected in the:Nigerian Left: the National dren:a girl, born in Germany and four boys,
Union of Nigerian Students (NUNS) was for-  born in Nigeria - the last in 1978. Ingrid was
mally proscribed and its leaders detained; brilliant, physically imposing; bold and

several students were expelled from NUNS- courageous in revolutionary struggle but .

affiliated campus unions across the country  shyand pacifist in private life.

and banned from re-admission any time in  Between her aitival in Calabar in 1976 and
the future; two tniversity vice-chancellors the university purges of August1978, Ingrid
' (Lagos and Zaria) were removed from office; carried out her revolutionary activities like
one senjor assistant registrar and a medical an isolated humanitarian social worker. The
director in thé University of Lagos were dis-  fact of being a white as well as a woman, a
rpissed. Also dismissed - with immediate ef- motherandawifeina patriarchal society ini-
fect - were four University of Ibadan tially constrained her revolutionary im-
Jecturers, two University of Calabar lectur- pulses. So, she restricted herself to
ers, alecturer at the Polytechnic, Ibadanand  contributing radical articles in local news-
the political editor of Chronicle, a state- papersand magazinesand speakinginradio

‘owned newspaper published inCalabar. ~  and television programmes.. .
In the national uproar that followed this.  Ingrid shocked her readers and listeners
announcement, a remarkable woman and at times, embarrassed her families in
. stepped out in Galabar. That woman was In-  Nigeria and Germany with her revolutionary
grid Essien-Obot: a German by birth, Niger- . views on women’s rights, workers' struggle,
" jan by marriage and internationalist by capitalistexploitation and imperiailsm.As a
. ideological choice. She had, before now, be- Marxist psychologist, her views on depres-
- come known but only in core-revolutionary sion, self-doubt, beliefs in witchcraft, supet
~ circles in Calabar, as Comrade Star. Bornin - stition, etc, were to say the least, not only

Murderof a 1eftist—feminist

came involved in explicitly political activi-
tics wichin and outside the university. She
demanded to know why the military dicta-
torship which, a few months earlier, had

raental component”; “women’s life is deter-
mined by their men’s status”; “men deline
their role, wornen live it; when will women
define and live their own lives?”; “the expert-
zunned down several university students ence of the oppressed is the relevant experi-
who were protesting theincreasesinschool  ence and should be the basis of analysis™; “it
fees should now order the rustication ¢f iswrong for feminist analysis to start from bk
many more students and the dismissal of ological differences;every analysis, including
several university teachers and administra-  the ferninist analysis, should start oft from
tors across the country: Having stepped out - the experience of oppression”. o
into radical but non-partisan politics, Ingrid  Criticising some Marxists for what she saw
refused to step back, not even for one mo-  as sectarianism and sexisi, Ingrid asked
fuent, not even when her hushand became rhetorically: “Do you want to say that a
a state cominissioner, until her life was vio-  woman who does not see her oppression as
lently terminated. At the time of bermurder part of the capitalist oppression hasnoright
she was serving as Secretary of the Univer- to protest it? Do you want to say that a
sity of Calabar chapter of ASUU. Today, more = woman who is baaten by her husband, and
36 years later, Comrade Star is still on the list when she runs to her family is beaten be-
of unresolved murders in Nigeria. cause of running away, and when she returmns
Many of us, male revolutionary Marxists, = to her husband is beaten for having run away

thought we held revolutionary views on (inthe firstplace),hasne cighttoijoina move-

wormen's liberation until we met Comrade ment which aims at protecting her without
Star. But she smiled and challenged us: realising the economic cause of her being
“Freedom forawoman is meaningfulif itin- mistreated? Do you want 0 argue that a
cludes the freedom to associate withwhom woman who is pait of, or active in, a purely

i like, to spend my money on what I please, feministmovementhasnorighttojoinarev-
to choose the topic and ways of communi- oluticnary socialist movement?”. s
cation, to decide on my own life-plans and = Ingrid’s pacifisthumanism was,eventoher
follow them, todecide whatItalkaboutand comrades, an enigma: Though: endowad
with whom, to go and come as iikeandgo  with imposing physical build and unusual
where I like, to choose the type of relation-  strength and energy, though she was fre-. .
ship ! like and decide whether it should in- quently an object of provocation, Ingrid |
clude sex or not, Women are not free to do - would not be drawn toviolence, notevenin
these thirgs but I consider them human  self-defence! She would never quarrelwitha
rights. Women have a right of existence woman because she saw herself in every

- July 1944, Ingrid became radicalised at the - against the “current”, but explosive. In addi-
. University of Heidelberg where she read psy-- tion to teaching her courses in the Depart-

. chology. She became a leftist, a feministand = ment of Sociology, she organised extra -
- anactvist socialist. She married a Nigerian - lessons for her students and other students  must bear their children; we mustyield to  jmmeasurable. =~ o0 -0
_ and, together, they moved to the University who were not taking her courses. She organ- their sexual whimsies, but our own sexual  In a 1982 tribute, Comrade Biodun Jeyifo

 of Nigeria, Nsukka in1972 as lecturers. From  ised counselling sessions withstudentsand  needs are immoral!” She was addressinga  wrote: “To Ingrid: Courageous, indomitable

: Nsukkarlngrid transferred her services tothe ~ non-students. She also played active roles in closed meeting in Calabarin1980. - *~ and irrepressible in life; in death remem-

newly—established University of Calabar in  the organisation and struggles of the Uni- In marginal notes she wrote while reading  bered now and always by the comradesand
 1976; but her husband moved into business  versity of Calabar chaprer of NAUT and its  the book: The liberation of women:astudy the oppressed whose cause she totallyand

angl_pglitics, alsoin Calabar. successor, ASUU. : of patriarchy and capitalism,Ingrid said:  militantly made her own and to whom her

e le‘gr'lc:i,_,_cAarriedj her militant feminismand [t was in September 1978, shortly after the  “Women must liberate their sexuality. Sex- exemplarydevotion and selflessness remain
 socialist activism from Germany to Nsukka “Ali must go” purges that Ingrid “stepped  ual satisfaction has a physical cornponent  sources of rededication to the great cause of 5
| andthen to Qalaban Along the ling, a new  out.” By “stepping out” i mean that she be- which women neglect; men neglect the socialist humanism.” ol

when they are ownied by men. Awoman not - wornan. She was notonly generous(toa fault,’ S
" owned is made use of in the filthiest way, one would say) but had contempt for mate- -
and in the most degrading manner. We rialaccumulation. Her passion forjusticewas
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