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By Ed,#h ttladurngU

August )5, t978, the Federal Military
tof Nigeria under General

Olrrsegun Ob:isanjo published a White Pa-

ler of a leftist-ferninistMurc
revoluriorlary tonsciottsness - pacifist hr:'
manisnr - also bi,;ssontc'.-i i;r her. This rar-'
re voh r I ion atv l-o nr[,! nit I it; n, t i it iqttc'rncJ t' rt-

yiable to manyl r,vas hcrvever to cost t rs hrr
Iife. For lve had reasons to beiieve thar if !:r-
grid haC detended herself against her at-

iackers in the nigltt of I trr:sday, r\pril 2!, l9l:r1'

she couid have either repelltd the murde;--
ers or attracted outside irrtet l'entiorl- By rhe

time Ingrid tvas nturdered in her camptr's

residenie she and her husband irad five ciril-
dren: a girl, born in Cen:rany and four boy:;,

born ir: Nigeria - rhe last !n 1978. Ingrirl rvas

britliant, fhysically irnposing' bold and
courageous in revolutiona,ry scruggle but
shyand pacifist in Private life-

demeet, her ai-rivaj in Calabar in 1976 and
the universiry purges of August1978,lngnd
carried oudbei revolutionary activities like
an isolated humanitarian socialworker. fhe
facr of being a white as well as a wonl&rl, a

motherandl vrife in a patriarchal societyini-
tially constrained her revolutionary- im-
pulses. So, she restricted herself ro
iontrilruting radical articles in local nev/s'
papers and magazines and spelking in radio
and television programmes.

Ingnd shock-ed her reader:s and listeners
and at times, ernbarrassed her families in
Nigeria and Gerrnanywith herrevolutionalry
views on v/omen's rights, workers' stmggle,
capiralist exploiation and irnperiaiislrL,{s a

nairxist psyihologisg her views on depres'
siou, sel fdou bg beliefs i n rrr'itchcraft, super-
stition, etc, were to say the least, not orrly
against the "currerr t", but explosive. In addi'
don rc teaching her courses in the Depart-
ment of Sociology, she organised extra
Iessons for her students ancl other sntdents
who were not raking her courses. She organ-
ised counselling sessions \ rith students and
non-snrdents. She also played astive roles in
the organisation and stniggies of the Uni-
versityof Calabar chaprer of NAUT and its
successo[ Aflru.
Itwas in Septernber t978, shortly after the

'Ali must go'" purges ihat Ingrid "stepped
outi By'steppilrgbut'' i mea-n that she b+

r.ypg i11.. ,-:ivt:r.l in expiir:itli; politi,:.ri r.cti.,'i- I neltt.'il (.omponent"; "wculen's lii'e is deter-

.rls r^,,ich,n anrl ,uttl,i" thc trnivtisity..iirt ntineti t.',v th<ir i-itcii s statu;"; "men detine
,Jei.:r,r,rric.,.l to i.:r''iow r..,hy thr n',ilitary clir.ta.- theirroli'. i.r()In.. tt live it: when will rv<-in-,en

tcr-:rlriit rvhich, a feyr rnc.,nttrs eariier, hari iletine altrj live the ir t:wn lives?"; "[he exPerF

l-,rrrrr r,-itj tlclir..tt sr've til trniver-sity sttiticnts ence oithe opprres:ed is.the ieie'.rant experi-

i..i,g .,rei-c lrotesting the increases ln schooi ence anC sirixilC tr': tire basis o[ analysit";:t
r'.:c.-. :horrlti no.,v oiOe. the tusric,rtict'r c,[ isivlon:{forfemini.stan;.rlys!;tosf;rrtirombF
,r,r,,y rnor.:ituclenls ancl the clismissal ei r,togicai'tiii'ferences;everyan,alysis,inciucling
seltilal tinivei'sily te.,rt,hels and aclrninistra- ,i1e' tenr.inis;. an.r\'sis, should start off from
tcls acrcis the cctrntry, Having sIi:opeci r.,trt the experii'nce of ollpression".
inro raclical irrrr non-pircisan gLlititi, hrgr i,J Cridiisir:g SC,mB lvlan<ists icr v.rhat she saur

r.iir..t fcr step bac( not even for one m+ .1s sectariaiisrn aird sexjiin, Ingid asked

inent, r-tot even wtien her hushand beca.rne rhetoriciriil:'Do yotl 
"vani 

tu say that a

a state cornilrissionert until her life was vio lvoman whc t{toes not see her oppression as

i.r-,ily..*rinated.Attle finle of hermtrrder part of the capitalist oppression has no-righr

she ivas seruing as Secreta{y of the Univer- Lo protest iI? Dt.: you_lvant to lay that a
iity"f C"fabarihaprerof,,LSLU.lbday,-urore wornan -,vho i:; b:aten bJ lrg-t husband, and

:iyearslater,CornrarleStarisstillorrthelist rvhen she rut:s to her family is beaten b+
of unresolved inurders in Nigeria. causeof nrnning"_rway,andwhenshereEunls

Manv of us, male revolutionaiT Marxists, toherhusi;and isbeaten forhavingrun away

thoiigit we held revolutionary views on (inthefirstplaceihasnc iighttojoinano\+
womi:r's liberatios until we met Ctrmracie mentwtrich aims at plotectiilg herwithout
Srar. But she smiled ancl challenged us: realising the economic cause of her being
"Freetlomforawomanismeaningtilif itirr mistreated? Do you want to argue that a
cludesthe freedorntoassociater,rrithwhom wornan who is part of, or active in, a pttrely
I like, to spend my rnoney onr,vhat I please, feministmovementhasnoriglrttoioinarev'
to choose the topic and ways of cornmuni- oluticnary socialist rnovsmentf
cation, to decide on my own lif+plans ancl Ingrid'spaciffsthumanls{nwastetJentoher
follorvtherrr,todecidenhattalkiboutand cornradei, an elligmq Tho-9gh. -endowed
with lvhom, ro go anC come as I iikeand go with impcsing physical build and rxtusual

where t like, toiiroose the type of relation- strength and energy,-though sh. "fo nq
rhip .rjrk* ind decide rvhether it shoukl in- quelqy an obiect of ployocation, I4d
clucle sex or not Womerl are not free to do *ould oor be drawn toviolence, not erren in
if,*i. rhirrgs Uut r consirler them hunran selfdeferrcet Shewouldneverquarrelwlttra
rights. Wornen have a right of existence woman because she saw herseu itt Te{y
*f;." rfr.y are owrrerlby nien.Awoman not woman.Shervas nc'tonlYgenerousllga huh'
o.,rrrred is-macle us'e ofin the filthiest way one woulC say) but had contemPt for mate
and in the most- degrading rnanner'. We rialacctrmtrladoruHerpassionforfusticewas
rnust bear their children; we must yield to immeasurable. ' :. . :' ':.',.

their sexual vrhirnsies, but our own ser:ual ln a 1982 tribute, Comrade Biodun fqyifo'

per on the repor-of its iudicial invest-igation
irf *re "ati mu$ go" students uprising w'hich
shook the counrry four months earlier.
Through that stitement, the govemrnent
'confirmed thCrg:pressive and punitive ac-

.tioirs it had eiffiEi aten or were n'idely e,r-

pected in theilrligerian Lefc the National
tJnion of NigeriXn Students ( NUNS) was for-
rrnlly proscrihid and its leaders detained;
seveiai students were expelled from NUNS -
affiliated camPus unions across Cle courtrry
and banned ffoh readrnission any rime in
the funrre; traro tniversiry vice<hancel lors
(Iasos and Zaria)were removed from office;
ine"senior asiistant registrar and.a medi gal

director in th6University of iagos were dis-

missed. Also dismissed --wittr imrnediate ef'
fed . rdere llour Universiry of Ibadan

Thatwomanwas In-
a German by birth; Niggr-

ian by marriage and internationalist bY'
ideoiogical ctioice. She had, before now be
come known but only in corerevolutlonary
circles in Calabar, as Cornrade Star. Born in
Iuly :F,a4qtngn-d 6"."-p radicalis'ed at the
Uni.versity of Heidelbergivhere she read psy

, chglogy She became a leftist, a ferniniSt and
'an activist socialist She marriedra Nigerian

' and, togethe4 they moved to ttre (Jniversity
of Nigeria, Nsulka int9llas lecturers. Frorn
Nsukla lngrid tiansferred hersen ices to the
newlyestablished Universiry of Calabar in
t976; but her husband moved into btisiness
and politics, also in Calabar.

Ingrid carried,her militant tbminism and
socialist activism from Gerrnany ro Nsukka
and then ro Calabar. Along theline, a new

rreeds are immoraltl lihe was addressing a

dosed rireeting in Calabar in 1980,
In marginal notes she wrote while reading

rhe book The lifurution of worner?.'a study
of ptriarchy and capitalism,lngrid said:
"lVomen must liberate their sexuality. Sex-

ual satisfaction has aphysical cornponent
wtrich women neglecfi nlen neglect the

wrote: *to Ingrid: Courageous, indomitable:
and irre-uresiible. in life; in death remeub
bered now and always by the comrades qnd

the oppressed whose cause she totally and
rnilitantly made her own and to wtrom her
exempluy devotion and selflessness remain
sources of rededication to the grcat caue of
socialist hurr,anism.'


