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Howwill a brealdtrough come?
By EdrYh Maturwu

A BOLJT five vears aso. in late lanuarv and earlv Februarv
fLzotg, The iuardiin carried riry thrdepart colirmn titled
Saugglirtg for seats in a sinking boatWhen, recently,_[ elGurr-
ined the fiist part of that series (the one thar appeared on fan-
uary3t, 2 o t3 ) I was struck by the freshn ess of what I wrote. For
a moment I thought I was commenting on the current sirua-
tion. let me repioduce just a paragraph from that article:
"Nigeria is currently like a sinhng boa[ Boko Haram; cor-
rupIion and poliricil economy of'class and state roFlery;
s tate delin g uency ( that i s rapidly acquiri ng features of fai led
state); masi poverry and diipos-sessi,on; armed robbeqyand
kidnapping; gross social inequality unpatriotic ruling
classes; marginalisation and anomie; violence, mass insectr
rity and kinilred social maladies - il€, in their combined eF
fec;t, Iiteratly sinking the country. In the midst of all this, the
n: I ers are fi gh ti ng 6r the next p resi d ency. That is wtra t I have
Iikened to'fighcingforseats in a sinking boaL''
At the time I-wrotE the fanuary zo8 article the fi-ghtfor Nige

ria's presidency was raging at nvo levels: At one level was the
stmggle within the former ruling party', the Peoples Demo
cratic Party(PDP), the parryof President Goodluck fonathan.
The primary struggle in the parry was between those who
wanted the president to be presented by the pa rty i n the 20 t5
presidential election and those wtro did not want him as their
candidate. The secondary questions included wtrere the PDPs
presidential candidate, other than President fonathan,
should come from: the North or the South? At another level is
the sfuggle benrreen PDP on the one hand and the other rul-
i ngdass parties - wtrich were then in the opposition - on rhe
otherhand In the vanguard of this opposition were rwo par-
ties theAction Congress of Nigeria (ACN) led byAsiwaju Bola
finubu and the Congress of hogressive Change (Crc) Ied by
C,eneral Muhammadu Buhari. These two opposition parties,
together with fractions of nvo other smallEi parties j the All
Nigerian Peoples Parties (AI{PP) and All progressives Grand
Allianc_e (AFCA) - were s)on to merge and become a 'mega"
part$ fteAll Pnogressives Congress (APC).
the stnggle benreen the PDPand theAPC in the period be

tweenthe emergence of the latter in 2oB and the iol5 presi-
dential election was - to pur the matter mildty- a strr1g* of
heE. I can say that in my own conscious polirical expeEence
dre binerneis wils comilanable only to rhat which,'owards

the end of the First Republic (ts0o-rso6), characterised the
struggle benryeen the Nigerian National Alliance (NNA) and
the United Progressive Grand Alliance ([JPGA). The debate be
tween the ruling PDP and its ruling class opponents was as vi-
olentas debates inwords could become. Beyond thatwould
be what Mao Zedung called 'politics by other means". To
both the PDP presidenry and its APC opponents the 2or5
presidential ei-ection could only be deemed free and fair if
their candidates wonl [n other words, if either pany won,
then the election would be considered unfree and unfair by

winner of the contest two months earlier. At the time the 2o15

elections took place AIt appeared- in membership,leader-
ship, antecedents and rhetoiics -to be more progressirrc than
the PDP.

Norq, just before the elections I was gripped by nr'ro real fears.
The fiist fear arose from the possibility of emergence of
armed support (state and non-state)-- for either the PDP or
the APC oiboth'- before, during or after the elections.The
other fear arose from the real pbssibiliry notiust of ruling
class-induced crisis in the Left, butof rnassive co{ptation of
segments of the countqy's poptardemocratic movem-elt by
thEse trro oarties or tbrces withi n them. The fi rst fear did not
material iz'e - at least not ove rtly. But my second fear partiat ly
materialized: large segrnents of the Left and populardemo
cratic forces werE acnrally cooptd into the AI{ where they
became political militants.

Putting aside the CMI War tragedies in both dqgt of the
Nigerian Left, it may be proposed that this type of massive
ideological - political cooptation in the Left had, before the
zots ginerat llections, taRen place only on three occasions.
rhe fiht time was in (rso+tsos) when frictions of the Left, in-
duding those that were described as "ofireme tendencigsl,
teameil up with the opposition United Progressive Grand Al-
liance (UPGA) to conkont the ruling Nigerian National AI-
tiance (-N!.lalthe second occasion was in 1983 when fractions
of the iift teamed up with either the Unity Party of Nigeria
(UPN) or the radical wing of the Peoples Redempti-on Party
(enfjin opposition to tlie ruling National Party of Nigeria
(NPNlAnd $ethird timewas in1993when large ssgmensol
ihe Irft r,rrent into the campaign of Chief Moshood Abiola, the
preside ntial candi date of the Social Democratic Pany (SO.p)- 

The difference benveen these earlier political alliances/co
oprarions (r96e,1983 and 1993) and the last one (zots) was
that in theformer the ruling class forrnations so enlarged
and enrictred by rhe teft did not gain power; but in the latter
the "luclqf ruling dass formation - in this case, the Arc -
carne to power,Tahng a longviewof history three connectd
questions then stand before the Nigerian Left. One Did the
country make a progressive brealchrough in 2oE? ltirc Is the
Nigerian Left, together wittr its populardemocratic affi liateq
nowweaker or stronger as the real opposition to the exploit-
ing and oppressive social order we are committed to abol-
isttns? Ihrce ls the time not aPpropriate for the Nigerian
Left to-start rwierying(norabandoningl) its inherited and re
silient theory and *iategy of "elecroral collabora6onl

win when, before the contesg this ruling party had lost dom-
inance and hegemonyin the political class aswell;$ among
the masses?And beyond this, how could a ruling parry in
2OI5 Nigeria retain power through an election taking place at
a time ithad lostacnral control of the strategic institutions
of state including those that would conductthe elections?

The general elections took place andAPC won overwhelm-
ingly at all levels. lt assumed formal office on May 29, 2ot5
having assumed real power immediately it was declared the


