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leftis ts in eieciorai pclitics
By Edu,ilt thdtrngu

T!18 Calabar Group of Socialists (CGS) was in po,^,er at rhe
I local governmenclerel between March t988 and May t989.

fhat was during t^he political transition programme of rhe
rqilihry regime of General Ibrahim Babangida. But the
group carne to power in the old Calabar Municipali ty (com-
prising the present Calabar Municipdiry and the Calabat
South Local Government Area) not through a coup d'etat,
but !y means of a non-party rriuon-wide iiection. fhis par-
tirular experience in popular electoral struggle and revolu-

ment and its organisations,- the sfudent's movement, the

CGS. The masses salv ihern simply a; unaffiliarecl ra,Cicals or formed: Dernocratic Action Committee (rSso), Citizens for
membeis of the front organisati0irs, unions and asseciations CommunityAction (1985) and Directorate forLitemryiua6)

The result'*as ttxit on the eve of the local goverrunent elec-
tions of December t9ffi, the Calebar Group o6 5scialists r,tRs
frrmly non *re ground" in the declsive popular sectors not
only in Calabarbut droughout the old Cross River State.

Calabar social is ts ensured that their candidate for council
headship, Co'nnrade Bassey Elcpo tsassegq, and mostgf the carr
'didates they endorsed and zupported for councillorship pe
sitions resoundingly won the Decernber t9$7 elections Tney
mobilized and protected the people's votes, And whentbe
elections were cancele4 they won the re-nrn of March 19EB.
Basscywas sworn in as Chaiq
a leading traditional'ruler in

Comratle Effiongil{bukpa, nolr
f-alabalbecrmeVice{hairand

krysocialistcandidates became Supewisory Councillors :

The first thing the Calabar Municipal Governmentdid was
to create Neighbourh'ood Organisations across thecouncil
atea: ollr) oI rlore in each council ruard. 

-the functicns of the

through w'hich and withwhich CGS waged its struggles.
Aound Novembe rtg'Tl,tiree monihs afterl joined the Uni-

versi ry o f Calabar as lertr rre6 the miliiary goveinmenr started
rvorkon 3 rTiassr;e e.v*oar..sion oi rheCalabarAirport lheCal-
abar gri)up moyed .; rire iire to organise end'mobilise rhe
iunior and middl+ievei workers, including truck dflvers,
builciers and techrricians. Cne day th..re tr-uck drivers ap
peared at rhe rJoor of the dassrcom where I was teachingi t
stopped the teaching ancl moyed to the door to hear theh.
Theytqld me; in great angeq that rhey(the truck drtvers) had
b*T alu.sed by their supewisgl. The "snrall bolf, as they d*
scnbed tfe supervisor, had calied them "black monkei4s'. I
contained myown ?nger but asked thern what theywa-nted
to do.'Theyreplied that theywanted to "confronf tte "small
bof,I told them to go ahead. I knewttrarwewere in for a ma-
jorbattle.I brieH mysftdenrs, ended rhe lecture and left the

their insolent supervisorwere arrested, bmtal ised and locked
up bythe police. Autwork stoppd at the airport site and the
news spread around C-alabar. That night we got the late Dr
Okoi fuilqoo who was Nigeria's Federal Eommifuioner forFor-
eign {-trairs during the Civil War as counsel for the accused;
The'detaih-ed driverq were chaiged to courr rhe following
morningWe enzured tiutthe stnrggle te sec-r"rreixil forthern
becanne-another misqmolilisatioi prccess. The aging de
fence counsel hanAld and argued the caseas it triifiE de
pe$ed on it In ttre end ta of th"e zz accused were disctrarged
and acquittd;and igur were fined-

On bejd setfree the tqrckdrivers did nor disban{ rather,
they formed a sociopolitical group with "Ald. Baba" as leader
and iris residence, loo Vyhitehouse,Calabar, as headqwrrers.
Beneryas named "mauon'of the grouplv'hile fasseyind I be
came epatrons'; fire group grew in mernbershipistr-ength
a nd irleo togcal ogientatio* and played. critical role s' i n our
subsequent popu
gence of Bassey E

lar stmggles -
kpo Bassey as

up to, and beyond the emer-

ca{npus to alert other members of
To cuta long story shorg Ze rmck

the group. We mohrilised
drivers who'confronted"

Neighbourhood Oqganisations, whose activities were coot-
dinated by a designated councilor, lncluded: communi qv

women's movement, nrra! cofiununities, professional or-
ganisations and unaffi I idted i ndivid uais, Ihe iunafEliated
indjvidualsl induded the q.rly poor and margrnalised -
ttios e that lt'lancis ts woul* escritie as "i u mpe rr- j.ot* aA if
and rtre 'wretctred of the eartlr," And there iterd thousands
anrl thousarnls of thern- The CGS suppgrtd. rhem and iden-
d$eS,yth-rhem in their daily stmggtes for survirral and

Betweeilfisfornration in tgrt andthe electoral srmqsle of
Iate tgBT to ["arty r98B - a pqriod of ro years - rhe iilabar
9rq.rp ofsociaiists developed into a p6werful vanguard -
loved and respeqed;b14 the rnasses = thnrugh rhe popular
sEuggles i$mg4bers strpporrd and rhe hugesacrif;ces ctre
membery made an{werE prepared to make-in these stmg
g!es. rhC-mais"r'lrne' r-itJ*ffi-5.rrl t;rh;; in varior?s

mu airy These activid es were carried out'.hrough voh,rntary
conLri bU tions ( fi nancial, materi il, and I a-boui) and so Per
cen[ of tenernent rates collected by the Council.'ihere was
no otherbudgeury allocations to the orgaaisations and no'
paid o80eials,

Government Area All members of

Sanitafion, security, maintenanc,e and rspair of minor but
tal, road networks, inaintenance and protection of
facrlities,'adult educatiou, and rno

very vt
public
needs ot:the-rmlnerable and the "abandon

nitoring of the
ed" in the corn.

CGS induding rnyself -
the physical labou. The

council was in office foriust t*
1988 to N{ay i989 when C,enerai

fronrs of,the m_a.s?.strugglg sought and received rheir sup
*- portand advice in t-ocal E'ntiadiftons as wellas in sociiraiia

enistentiil problems tha_rwere privatL in characrer. kr adcti-
tion m the'erg,i1 founding memuers-(Esfot,rirynj ruon.v
9tpq,'Brqsey Ftrpq *sG; Ura;i,ir,X;illra ri iienshavi
Bene Madunagq and Edwin lvtadunagu) those who joineC

S. vangrgrd g*rp in rhe tly€ar 1lefi"a inclucled r"yoa.
IomolafeAkpan H. Ekpo, |am-es crensil, princerarill Al-ozie,
Arnah E Amah, Okorrette Ekanem and Biko Agozino. fhe
ryq$prumi n e nt aJ ly o f CGS ou tside Ca la bar was"gi oa u n tef
ifo (Bl) ManycGS aeivisrs were not*nown as members or

eiected Chair of the Calabar
Municipal Government in March tg8g.
calabarsocaiisu consolidated rheirpotidcal gzuns in the fol-

tgrlng d.*1d9 through a successioi of mas-s struggles in-
ciuding rhe ?Ii mus-tgpl: prorests of {pril tg78, prorEsrs c,ver
ttre murder of the leftist-ieminist, Ingrid Essiensbol rn April
lggl, the general Strike of May19a1 p-rotests over the political
repression and corruptiou of the Seiond Republic(tgrtg83}
p rotes rs ovgg the socioeconom ic hardship of rnid-l9 8 O s and
rhe rnobiliaticn forparticipatign in rhe national politicalde
bate of t9s6. During that period, three popular frants were

three prirnary schpols have no\Ar been upgraded to G,overrr
rnenr kconrjaryschools.The site and buildings of *re Garri
Processing taaory llryr becarne the nucleus 5f the present
Secr-etariat o[ the Calabar South local CrorrcrnmenL 

-

working in tagos - panicipated in

The Calabar revolutionary
is, frcm Marchrnonths that

&rbangida C.issolved all the councils.


