fﬁf;ﬁlﬁ%@ﬁ?ﬁﬁm Friday, February9,2018 - e e /S _ - T
e e SRR s L e et SR e : L
' ‘ i a*..wsm,.wrr*: -msm;xrmmmva‘r:m,mrmw-:mwxwmm* -

oo gy =02

’ ! . 2 . ¥
‘ 5 wag vw e, eames Ve o 0 3
PRT T o hor v oo SRR IS vleplnly & ez AP L e S T

- www.guardian.ng

” .

; . > . - ; 2
Beforethenextround .
By Edwin Madunagy =~ .. .andradical democratswho, even if theyare .
e : . notsocialists, are not anti-socialist. The cen-
- fAM Inviting our counry’s populardemoc- ¢r3] question here is how Nigerian Leftists
ratic forces, especiatly the Nigerian Left, to have 5o far participated inelections. .~
~ joinmein looking backonce again. Wehave  qhig central question may be putin context
. tolookas the Nigerian state and the vatious py [ocatingeach of the 10 fediral or national -
fractions, factions, groups 2nd blocs of the piccrions in the political perivd it belongs. -
... . Tuling class now begin to take the COURTLY Njoeria's Fiest Republic is generally under:
| . through another political turbulence that gtond to ba the period between October,
| . will endin a reconstitution of thelr political 1960 and january 15, 1968, the date of the.
“2, repreésentation. It s this reconstitution of IS frr military.coup d'etat. This designation. -
| “politival class"that the ruling classcallselec- 1135 come to stay aléhough Nigeria ¢id ot
{ - vom © .. UL U become a vepublic until October 11963,
- This opening clarification jeads t6-an Open-- three years after ndependence, Only-the -
| . ingproposition, narmely: that if the Nigerian ¥ fal ‘the Eirst Renublic.
{" - leltconsciously, responsibly and serlously -similarly, only the 1983 election fails undet -
. adopts electoralism, it'is only its pacticipa- -the Second Republic (October 1,1979.< De-: .
- tion fn electons a3 a tangible, coherent and ‘camber 30, 1983). The Third Republic de-” -
. relatively independent polltical force that ‘fined only by when it ended (Novermnber 17, °
... will begin to Introdisce real and unexpectedd " y993) ‘Jnd: not when ‘it “statted: (when;. .
- contradictions in eléctions.” Ateal contra- - slease?) had noelection withinit. . ...
;.- diction in'this contextis a contradictioy With: - The Fourth Repubiic; the curre

: 2 e R R Y L e iy }’Thepomh’- pubﬁcjthe, CL
"t hothreformist and revolutionary potentials; . started on May 29, 1999, Four genératelec:

by colonial repression. The Lefistenitrants - “only very rich parties ov par

51064 election. falls into the First Republic.  ent from Awolowot . ! . o
the partyideolegically ™7 7=~ ~dateshad beenabolished; andelectionsbadl

Northern ‘Elements Progressive Undon:

{7 United Middle Belr Congress(UMBC} ed by
wrent one, ., josephi Tarka. While NEPU was allied to the:

the Northern People’s Congress{NPC} led 1965 Western Regional Election. The mass
by Alhaji Ahmadu Beilo, the National Coun:  uprising generated by the last election led &i-
cil of Nigeria and Cameroons(later, the Na-  rectly to the January 15,1966 military coup
tiorial Council of Nigerian Citizens)(NCNC)  d'etat. - AT R
led by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe and the Action - The 1979 general elecrion was a transition
Group{AG) ied by Chief Obafemi Awolowo.  election; transition fromthe 3-year milivary

Inthe last decade of de-colonisation, thatis, - dictatorship (1966-1979) to the Second Re-
'(1950-1560), these three parties, especiatly - public(19791983). By then several thingshad _ -

the AG and the NCNC, hiad received farge . changed: the couniry had moved from the
numbers of young Leitists, includingMai- . patliamentary to the presidential system; -
ists and-labiour activisis, who had been dis- . -partles now had to be officially permitted’
lodged from thefrindependent formations - and vegistered to participate in the contest; -
: desof veryrich. -
into the AG, with support and encotirage- - people could satisfy the conditions forvegiy
ment from Awolowo himselt, transformed - tration; participation as independenccand- ..

.*-Thé small radical parties

included the - ‘become muchmgre corrupt than theywere

. IntheElesgRepublic. - - - v

. For the Migerian Left; the i979.general elec-
tion marked a sharp and-tragic tirninthe
‘trajectory of the country's electoral polivics. - -

.- the first place, the hugematevialjfinanciel -

{NEPU) led bifMallare Aminu Kanc-and the
self-determinarion parties included the

litical partiesalmostautomaticaliyruledout: *

.-~ &nd } say.“relatively independent”, rather tions have so fir taken place in-this period: . Hance figlded a'singl
. thian “independent” in describing the popu- A7 ard 3015 The T . Th ol
=+ - Jardemocratic Rrces’elettoral participation

"~ because 1 do not, ab tnlilo, ruleoucthe posst 1993 arid 1995 do not belong to any of the -
©. - Bilityof allilance which, if 1t (s real; imposes ” Gy republics and may be callied tiansition
... limitations on the freedon) of all sidesinan- elections. The Rrst.of -the: fout was con- -
coalligngens L e e T s L Tdeicted by the British colonialists while the

- Historlans of independent Nigeria's elec gehor three were conducted  by: mijitary’

. toral politics usualiybegin the iartative [om regimes: General Olusegun Obasznjol179%:
" 'thie federal election of December 1959, This General Ibraliim Babanyida (1993)and Geny: -

- wasthe glection which the history books sy eral Abdulsatami Abubakar (1999). ., . .-
. deétermined’ the' power steuctire which - Nigeriain Lefilsis participated in tho 1050
-+ Britishcolenictismlel behtnd as ftwithdrew’ gransidon fromi-colonjalismelection imane;
from Nigeria on October’, 1960, Between that  or more of four forms: GG

2603,2007, 20it.and 2015 The remaining -
- four elections, that is, those of 1959, 1979, .

-l rthe 1964

e (4 2

federale

again appcared. By 1
el groups hadbicreas

3

. Thesmall Leftist parties only participated
in the election symbotically and for idec-
‘logical and educational teasons. .
: : lection, the only fed-
erat election that took piace hn the First Re-
public, thie 1959 forms of Lefi participation .
dared. By niow the Leftist parties
creased and enjarged. Be-
.yond. this, hoivever, was a new develop- :
ment:a numberof Lefristpartes, including . thatthe unregistered leftist parties and can:
theNigarian {ahowrPariviNLP) joinedthe: didates could not participate inv elections
1 AG anci the NCMCin an allls

¢ slate of candidates. .
. genuinely Leftist parties. tn the second place, .

- the elimination of independeng candidacy - -
- placed astiff choice before intending Lefiist =
: ‘caundidates and unregiscered and wiregiss
.. trable Leftist parties. This choice can beput .
ike this: “Abandon your electoral ambition”
- o come and segk a chance inonaof cheteg- -

istered and regisirable patties™, In the thied: -
- place, since the bigregistered pardeskoew =

R

WIFhout comiing to themy; they imposc
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nce called thé ™ Lt

. or rnore of four forms: as members of Jarge - Unifed Progressive Grand Afllance (UPGA): * tough-conditions - o collaboration. ‘the -

contpo-’: smain condition invariably was: ‘Withdraw. .-

‘hadniné other federal'or national elections:
£:1964,.1979,1983, 1993; 1008, 2003,2007, 2011’
- -and 2015, Leitlsts bad participated in ail the-
- 1@ electloni-And, by Leftists ] riean; broadly .

. speakdng; soialists 78 weil as progressives™
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electoixant'now; 58 yearsiater, Nigedla las s rid wiellestablished ruling class parties;as: . This was a- mega-dlliance whose

- e m

“AG;NEPU, T publicly frord your-platformdnd publicly.

thembers;of small selfdctermination. of * Aentmembers included NCNE, froni:yoiir=platforoua fely:
Butyou must joiusas individuals,

“radical-reformist ‘parties; as meimbers. of * UMBC and-NLE; The alliance survived the  join us:

‘small Lefiist parties; oras independent can: .. December 1964 ‘election’and the supple-* notasgroups. s «:.& 47000505 2
didates or supporters of indépendent can- - menitory éléction-of Marchi 1965 It theni ™1™ " Saé theremaininig partof
didates. The largé uling-class parties were - went on to fightthe very bloody Ocrober=:———— this anicloon- wan guardisn.ng o
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