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Drafting a people's manif,esto
By Edrruin MadunagU

$l- is now approoriate, indeed imperative, for
.iLthe Nigerian Left to present its ourn mani-
fesio to rhe country. This should be in forrn of
a ceople's rnanifesto, a people's charter of de
rnancis in a situation of national emergency.A
people's rnanifesto at this point in our history
is not a dissertation-like progl'amme of social
transfbnnation, the rype of thinganyLeftfor-
rnaiior-r shoirld be able roproduce in z+ hor-rrs.
Rarher; it should be a clear and concise state
men t of not only rvhat the Left believes should
L,e clone tc: reDrieve the nation from a threat-
enir:g catastrophe, but also a statement of
what . in alliance wjth other sociopolitical
forces- the Leftcan rnobilise theNigerian peo
ple to do.

To put rhe marterdifferenrly, a people's man-
ifesto at this time is first and foremost a Niger-
ian Left's manifesro in the ordinary sense of
the word: a "public declaration of intentions,
motives, or rriews" or a "public statement of
poliryor opinion."Yes; but beyond this, a pec
BIe's manifesto is a people's charter of de-
rnands presented to the Nigerian stare and
g,overnmenm by the Nigerian Left A people's
rnanifesto has this double character because
aithough it can be used for an elecrion, it is not
election-bound.

11115 6,rpening declaration should, however,
r:ot be inisunderstood as implying that i^..itlr-
orrtan explicitJy Left interven rion, the counuy
is doonted. No. Nigeria can stillbe reprieved-
;ls it \^.';.s reprieved in 20i5 and- betore thar - in
ii)93 and at sorne other critical points in the
r:ounfry's post{:ivil rvar history Wlrat nry
proposirion should be understood as inrpl-v-
irrg is th;t if the counrryc'onrinues in its pres-
ent cuurse a reprieve tiom catastrophe will
again be a temporary or false one.r\nd a tern-
porary or false rcprieve will, again, make rhe
nation's iundamental problems more acure
and cornplex urhen rhey expiode again in a
conjuncture-as will surel-yhappen again. The
problems will then be much rnore diffcuk to
resolrc in the context and framework of a sirr
glecountry.

This article is howevernotthe peopie's man-
ifesto as advocated.It is rather.the initiarion
of a discussion on jts contents, narure, pa-
rameters and poli tics. fur ill trsrration rryil I al so
be provided.
A Nigerian people's manifesto drafted ancl
presented by the Nigerian Left should not be-
gin with a catalogue of wirat a Nigedan state
or the incumbent or fufrrre go:rernnrent
should do forthe people. Rarheq itshould be-
ginwith a self.introduction of the moverrienr,
organizarir-rn or platform presenting the
rnanifesto. There are at I eas t th ree reasons for
this. In the first place, the Nigerian masses
have, fordecades, been recipients andvicrims
of deception from personages and entities in
power or seeking power. The perlple are there
fore increasingly rynical. In the second place,
ttre Nigerian Left has a $rong and enviable
record of involvement in popular struggle
and patriotic selfless service which it should
beproud to presentto the public.

In the third place, we knorv that in this era,
it is not only speech-writers that can be hired;
manifesto - writers are also hired. In other
words, manifestowriring has been profes-
sionalized. f ust put the money dolvn and say
what rype of manifesto you want and the
scale of lies you rvish to be lncluded, and the
job will be done. Although there are alway-s
differences benpeen fake manit-estoes - how
ever beautifullywritten -and genuine rnani-
festoes, most readers may not be parient
enough to spot the inconsistencies and in-
congmities in take declaracions.
I wjsh to propose that the <iifference benveen
a peopie's manifesto drafteci and presented
by the Lefr and other manifestoes cannot be
found in tire "lists of contents,"a comparisori
of what the authors and publishers promise
to deliver to the people: roa ds, bridges, hospi-
mls, school s, ai rports, el ecrrici rv, j obs,'sro m-
ach infrastrucrure", etc, etc. The difference
lies in the 'totaligr" or "packaging" which
shows whether the rrranifesto is a revoluriorr
ary and populardemocratic declararion or a
Fack of lies, decepdois and illusiorx. On the
one hand, rhe "toraliql or "packaging: indi-

catcs not oniy n hat will be done but also how
It',.rili tte done, r,a;ith what tescurces it will be
Cune, r.vhere the resoulces will come frotn,
and when exactly it rvill be done. Fcr, even if
.volr slrear by all rhe ;-leities kno'*'n and un-
klcv,,n, that -vou rvill run h'om l.agos to Cal-
abar iir three hours I will be a bastard to
believe-,-ou-
On the other hand, in this period of extended
ernergency, the "packagind or "totaliry" un-
a rnb i g;u or-r sly a n swe rs th e q r.t esU crn: Whose
desperate needs are being articulated and
planned for:those of the Nigerian masses or
those of exploiters. predators and staterob
bers who alrvays present themselves as "the
n ation"? To pui the matter more bluntty does
the manifesto u nambiguously indicate plans
to immediately redeploy the nation's ril
sources in favour of the hungry, the endan-
gered and the forgotten?
Ao apprcpriate "table of contents" for a peo

ple's manifesto in this particular period of ex-
tended national emergency in theiives of the
Nigerian masses maybestrucnrred in severel
ways. For instaoce, it may have the following
eiglr r-point srrudure: Who are ue (that is, the
authors - the Nigerian Left)?; The country we
now have;The country we wish to have and
are committed ro fightirrg frrr; Fundamental
human rights; Directive principles of state
pol i cy Srxi al r ran s formati o n ; Nat ional u nity,
federalism a nd popular<lemocraric restruc-
turing; and Immediate steps (on pressing
neecls a:':d currenf crises).

Back to history. The Nige:'ian Left is one of
rhe oldest ideological tendencies in Nigerian
politics because the Left grew out directly
liom organised anri<olonial and labour
struggles - both of which started in the early
l93os- By the eve of independence in t95O,
popular dernocrary and socialism had be
come the dearaim of the Left.

As earlyas Mayt96l,a leftjstSoup in lagos,
organised by C,ogo Chu Nzeribe, Peter Ayo
dele Curtisloseptr, Tanko Yakrssai, M.O. |oh*
son f.B. K Thomas and a few others, had, in
an e,\tended pub tic decla ration, descri bed i t-
selfas the "organisation of workers, women.

farm'ers and tiarm lahourers. peasants, arti-
sans, teachers and intellectuals, small brisi-
nessmen and wornen, professionals,
I arvyers, youths, studen t s, tlie u ne rnpl oyed.
the maimed, the deformed ..." This was a
clear ideological seiection which ihe au-
thors justified this lvay:'These are the 1'reo
pie rvho know misflorttnte a.nd theiefore are
capable of waging limitless and courageous
struggles until victorl is lvon." I-r.11 out of
this lcng list was the "inciigenolls i{igeliar:
capitalist and feudal class that ha<i emerged
as the virn:al successors to rire British coio
nialists." The group pledged to "organise,
unite and iead the peoples of Nigeria in a re-
lentless and unconrpromising fight against
capiral ism and capi talist exploitation of the
Nigeriau pecples".

Significantlyi these young Nigerians op
posed regionalism and dedared their corrF
mitment to "one undivided Nigeria, under
unitary and cenrralised government." And,
consistently, rhey declared their belief in rhe
creation of a "Union of African States' and
"one conrmon nationality for ail Africans."

The revolutionary lagos group - let us cail
rhem so here - advocated a 40-hou r weeh fcr
all workers, full employment, unemploy
rnent benefils, social security worker-par-
ricipation in lTiaflogerrteot special
allowances tbr "ali labour that is especia.lly
risky or dirty, ade<1uare nri ni mum u,age, free
medicaltreatment, free education, paid m+
ternity leave, paid rest-tirne during nursing
period .. .." Putring iuelf fonvard as a van-
guard in post<olonial natio*building, the
group concluded its public declaration by
repeating that it was formed to "lead the
peoples of Nigeria in tr\eiriust stmggles for
peace, frie ndship, natlonal reconstructiorL
a bener funrre, democracy and the triumpb
of socidism.'
That was the Nigerian Left about 57 yean

ago, iust sixmonths after independence.A
contemporary people's rnanifesto can pro
ceed from here by indicating what tras
changed, what has remain€d and H*ut has
emerserl


