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By Bhtin fl4adunry

fN a previous arricle on this subjeci (February zt), I pro-
Iposed rhat a Nigerian pecple's manifesto at this par:ticu-
lar crirical time in our country's history should have a
doubie character.It shotdd be, in the firstpiace, a Nigerian
Left's manifesto in the ordinary sense of rhe term: "a pubiic
declaration of intentions, inotives or views" or a "public
starement of poliry or opinion". In the second place, it
should be a Nigerian people's charter of denrands drafted
and put out bf6fue Nileriin Left in the name of the Niger-
ian people, where "people" is here used in the ideological
and sociopolitical sense to refer to the popular masses. For
antecedents from the recent historyof popular srmggle in
Nigeria, check out the charters of demands put out by the
Nigeria Labcur Congress (I{tC) and NationalAssociadon of
Nigerian Students (NANS) in the 198os.

Should a formula be considered appropriate and useful
we can say that a Nigerian people's rnanifesto is the Niger-
ian Leffs public declaradon of its agenda plus a Nigerian
people's charter of demands. A pmple's manifesto can thus
be used for elections (as a platform) and for general popu-
Iar struggle. [t should be a clear and ionese staternent con-
crete (as against abstract), unambiguous on any issue,
drawi ng in spiration from the histcry of our owrr smrggles
as well as popular stmggles ou6ide our borders.

Before corning'to the'minimum objectives of a people's
manifesto atthispointin our historywe mayagain lookat
issues that spring at the Left - the protagonists and ex-
peaed authors of the declaration. These include the iden-
tity of the Left, that is, vvho they are; the counrry we ncw
have and the countryr we wish to have (adapting the [an-
guage of a wcrld-historic African Manrist, the veteran pub
Iic intellectual, Samir Arnin); citizenship, fundamental
human rights and directive principles of staie potiry
(adapting the language and contents of chapters Ii to I/of
ctre Nigeriar-r Constiruticn, t999); national unity, federalisrn
and popular - ciernocratlc resiructuring; popular re-de-
plolrnen t a n d redi stri buti on of nati onai rescrurces ; char-
acter, functions, control and deployrnent of Nigerian state
insfinrfions; imn:ediate steps (on pressing needs and cur-
rent crisesi.
This list cen be extended indefinitety. It can also be shorr--

ened to five main iterns underwhich everythingthat ought
to be included finds a piace. What is irrrportantis to be able
to identify tire fundarnental, the strateElc, the critical and
the immediate from a long, oreven indefinite iist, orto Cis-
till same frorn a short or condensed [isf. For insrance, the
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ongoing anri<on-uprion cami:aigrr, though important and
supportable, is nor sEategic - or to use the late Comrade
Professor Eskoribyo's fc;mulation, it is not cenrral.W'irat is
strategic clr ceiltrai is .i:e popular-democratic i-edeplov-
nient and redistrii:'riiion of narional resources. Redeploy-
rnent,ini r*.disn'il:ririon ftorn w'here and to n*here? From
preciatars and sta.te-robbers to tlie vicrirns, the pc.rpuiar
masses.
The pecple's manrtesto shor-rld be a manifesto of struggle.

In tiris sense it shotrid be aimed at achierring or crearing the
conditions fcr achieving three rninimunr obiectives within
a specified period. The fi.rst objective is to concretely am+
Iiorate the hiarsh material lives of the popular masses and
the condlCons underwhich theyreprcduce these lives.The
second is to strengthen the unity of the popular masses
and the fighting abilityof their organisations. The third is
to prevent Nigeria's rulingclasses frorn plunglngthe coun-
try into another civil w?r through their internal struggles
and their irresponsible use of state institutions against
both themselves and the popular masses.

Of the issues earlier listed for inclusion in the people's
manifesto, the question of strucnrre of national unity may
be considered as cuirently dominant. This is not iust be-
cause the issue is fundamental and has deep historical
roots, butalso because thatis the issue on whidr factions of
the ruling classes and severaL non-ruling groups are cur-
rentiy engaged in a bitter srmggle. And it is here that the
Nigerian Left siiould boldly and clear-headedly step out
with historicai and moral authoriry and proffer a soltrtion.
One possible soluiion-and the one I have wrinen and talked
about for a fairly long time and which will soon appear in
a book forrn - is resrnrcturing under poplar democracy or
pcpul ar<ienrocratic restructuri ng.

I rvish to affirm the historical anci moral authority of the
Nigerian Left urn the issue of national unitybymeans of a se
ries of propositicns. One: The only ideological tendenry
tirat stood consisrently for national unity until the out-
break of tire civil war in 1967 was the Nigerian left" TWo: The
spiit drrring the (ts67-197o) civii war of the Nigerian Left
intc the Nigerian Left, the Biafran Left and the unviable but
historicallv correct middle-position was imposed by cir-
cumsLances laqgely beyond the conrrol of that generation
of Leltists. Tirree: During the civil war the Nigerian Left and
the Biafran Lefr gave huge and critical support to rhe Niger-
ian regime and tJ:e Biafran regime respectivel1:, Four: [n
spite of the huge and critical support given b-v the Left on
both sides oi []re divide, the Biafran Left suffered repression
during the wai lvhiie the Nigerian Left suffered its own re-

pression immediately after the war.
The fifrh proposition is this: Since the end of the civil war

the re-united Nigerian left has stood forthe unity of Nigeria.
Six: The t ligerlan Left's comrnitment to national uniry has
rerrrained inseparable from its commitment to people's
power, popuiai democracy and socialism. Seven: The his-
tory oi Nigeria and the history of the Nigerian Left, frorn the
coloniai time tc the present, have shown that nationaluniry
alone - that is, naticnal uniry separated from peopie's
power, popular democracy, soialism and, roW the stnrc-
ture of that rrnity - is too n.urow to be a basis for alliance be'
rween the Le[ and any other ideological or poLitical
tendenry.

These notes rnay be corrciuded with a sketch of what I
rnean by "restructuring unCer popular dernocracy'' or
"populardemocratic restrucnrrind. The sketch has fwo
pa.ts: popuiar dernocracy and restruchlring. |oining them
in the rvaylhave done and againstthe baci<gound of what
has justbeen said simplyrneans not only that forthe Niger-
ian Left the campaign or strr-rggle for restructuring cannot
be engaged ousiae the frarnework of the struggle or cam-
paign for popular democracy but also that each part im-
plies rhe other and that at this point in our history they are
inseparabl e and mutually reinforcing.

The lopular democracy" segment is familiar enough to
be Ieft out of this small space. But there are fir,'e parts br lev-
els in the "restmchrring" arhcheci to it. Starting from the
top, there is the federation. Below it are eight regions or
geopolitical zones derived from the present sixzones by the
splitting of each of the present Southsouth and Northcen-
tral zones or reglons into two. Below the eight regions or
zones are the present36 states and the federal territory B*
low this level are the present local government areas. And
below the local government areas are the neighbourtroods
or communities coterminous with the present local go*
ernrnenr wards.
The powers and functions of governing instinrtions at the

various levels will be as proposed in my forthcoming book
anci in rny piece, Leftists-in electoral politics (Ihe Guardian,
Januaryl5,2018). Butthis bit may be inserted here: ln place
o[ the present executive president, the restruct'Jred tederal
system will have an eight-n'rember presiCendal council
rnade up of a member from each of the eight geopclitical
zones. \,lembers are equal; headship and vic+headship aie
rotational; and each tenure lasts six months. Hence, by the
end of a flouryear tenure of a presidentiai cai:ncil, each
nrember would have served as Chair for 6 uronths andVice-
Cliair for 6 months.
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