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ByEdwingadunagU member of the Editorial Board of The

flNf.gf the propositions o[ Leftr'sts'theory f#fi;e sharpest an,l nrosr passionate
\-/of history is that huinan beings are the conrri;utors to this unsrrucfured natior:al di-
makers of theiros,n hisroryAcorolJaryto thls alog,e from rhe Left were Comrade (profeS-
-thathuman beingsdonotmakethishistory io.iC. G. Darah and rhe late Comrade (Dr)
simplya,s the1, rvish, but ihat they lnake itwith eali Usman. But they entered the "Narionai
materials and circumstances fashioned and euestion" and "Sorrdreign National Confer-
transmitted by and fronr the past - is as irn- ence', debates fr.orn diametrically op,oosite
portant as the main thesis. This .o.Tp"?:,j: ideological and polirical directions.the d*
proposition has remained a pillar ?l!tT'.tlt- bare hira,ever never degenerated ro personal
polirical and social action. And it is 

119 
of t|. iU"r.i and never empioyed "ad hominem"

prroposltionswhich Leftists bring to thework- .r*-..rt
ers'mot'ement, revolufonalvgrotfl-1!_dlT rn? r.r.ti.nal question and sovereign Na-
deed, all movements that genuinely wishto tional io"f.i."-.. a;b;G did not come ro a
change the world or segments of it fol tle iior" nr*,er, it went into a lull. It rernained
benetit of the exploited, the domin_ate9'9: tn"t,".yu"tilacoupreofyearsagoButvghen
enslaved, tire deceived, the humiliated and iiiu j.E.t" resumed ir did ,o ri'ron.,.rhing
the ab.rndoned.
.An i,iu,cion ri)ar issues rronr this.proposi- ;*:ffyrif:'#:[.,:t l]i#:??:iJ:"?'#
tion is that those who fight for justice,,ft.l r.q"un."r of eveuts; perspectives and meth-
9o* or equality sliould not lie, should not lllir"fanolo,ger&apprehendedorchar-
falsiff history - however srrong the tempta- 

"A..ir"O;the 
laiguagu f,"A become simply

tion to do so maybe.Tiris is notsimplya mora.l f,o.r.iUf..ncl the social nredia_unavailable to
injunction. It is a political and ideological in- tfre tast generation _ had become rhe main
juncdon because - as history itself has detnon- Jr"rior* for the debate - or rarhec the abtrse.
strated over and over again - falsification of ifr. io".rete issues around which the ,.na_

history ulrimately weakens the thlsifiers' ;i;;;iq".srion"debareorabuseiscurrenrly
cause. In late I99o, as a full-tinre member of ili";foughtrnaybegrouped intothree:One
the Editorial Board of TheGuardian,l"q:r:1 i, ,t,iqueltion oi.reit*.iuring,or "geopo
lo-part coiurnn titled AreFuation of,o{cft iiti.of ilrt.u.ruring,'of rhe.ou,irry. poiirions
history. The pr-esent article is offered bo;h 11 t-ffi..n.rassed oithisquesrio. i,cludethe
anricipation of tlre appearance o[an updated i"t=,itio, of the p..r"nfrrrucrLlre; "strolg"
editionofthatessayandasacommentaryon i..rirr.tr.ing; ,,weak" restr-ucturing (if vie
the current wave of "politics-inspired" re-in- n-,.y bo.rorithe language of the i.ir..nt
terpretations of our countqy's hi-story.. Srexit,leUate in Europ"e);JnO rhe rigSr of any
From about l99O to 2OO5 there uas an inteuse ' 

of the present slx g.opoiiti.al zoneito secedb
national media debate on a subject varibusly fr.om the federatilon. The second issue is na-
called "the nation.rl question", uthe ethnic iinnrt fotificalre_alignrnent(combinationsquestion" or "the ethnic nationa.liry question". ona airlo.iations) in preparation lor tfie 20r9
Thefirsf alternativenameisconsideredrheor. o"r"*i"f.ctions. Tl-re ttlird issue is the cur-
thodox variant. Nigerian l"eftists not o.nly F*nf 

"ta.spread 
destnrctions and killings

raised the intellectual level of this debate but *f,l.t have'been officiallyclassified as herdl-
also made it wider and more political by in- men _ farmers clashes.
troducing the concept of Sovereign Nationa! W. no*, sadly thaf *rere is no jssue or sub-is-
Conference(SNC)anddemandingforicltook .u. on-ite list of issues arric*lated above
part in thatdebate both as a socialisf and a.s a *ni.f, we can say had been inspired by t5e

Between history and culTent demands
Left or the populardemocratic movement ei-
ther in its own name or in the name of the
masses of Nigeria. Of course, all the issues af-
{ect the masses and their resolutions - one
way or another- wi ll, as usual, car4r gi-ave con-
sequences for the masses. It is, however, not
the aim of this piece to squeeze into this srna-ll
space explicitly Left demands such as popu-
lardernocratic restmcturing and the lnassive
redeployment of the naticn's resources in
favour of the rnasses as articulated in my pr+
vious article, Rrtr\er notes on people's manl-
ftsto. Rather, I wish to use the sPace that is left
here to draw the attention of debaters to
some elementary facts on the origins of' and

political developments in, Nigeria up to the

ilt ii tuut These are verifiable sinrple facts

which you must respect if you intend to u'se

your argrlrnents ancl posifions to persuade

livinghurnan beings.
Fact bne: Ifl $n Professor Oh'rrc Ikitne' one

of rhe earliest and most accotnplislied Niger-
j.rn historians, ofiered an important book on

t,t I gerian history to scholars and no n-sch cl ars

al ii<e. Th e book is ti tled Th e Fall of Nigeria: The

British conquesL It is divided into rwo parts.

The second part, Episodes from the Brttlsh
Conquest olNigeria tells the stories of the
British rnititarydefearand occupation ofl2 se
lectecl Nigerian comnrunities: Lagos, Calabar,

Oyo, I I crrin, Brass, Be it i tt, Aro, Ti 4 Bo mo, Zaria,
K.rno ancl Sokoto. If you ptlt up a current map
of Nigeriayou rvill see the spread of fust some
of the areas rvhere miiitary battles were
fought berween the British colonialists and
the native populations berween 1885 and rgtc.
lkirne studied these bardes.
Myproposition here is: By19te all the present
36 srare capitals and the federal capital terri-
rory had Brjtish mititary presence - by con.
quest. tut differently: The colonialists
decisively won each of rhe banles listed in the
preceding paragraph and several others not
Iisted, put the conquered territories rcgetlrer
and forged a counrry they called Nigeria.
When our ancestors rose to resume the strug:
gle, they rose nor as indMdual communiti€s,

bllt as Nigerians {ight!ng for the independ-
ence of N igeria. And they vron independence
not as mernbers of previously defeated au-
tonomous corttnunities, bttt as citizens of
Nigeria.This point 

"vas 
nrade by BalaUsmal

and conceded by severaldebaters including
sryself. But the point, though a powertul
one, did not settle and has not settled the
quesdon ot'rrational uni$r decades after in-
dependence. It has, horveveq eliminated a
large field of arguments.
Fact Tr+,o: In t9O0 the British proclaimed
their oi,vnership of tfuee territories, namely
the prorectorate of Northern Nigeria, tlieprotectorate of Southern Nigerii and the
Colony of Lagos. In 1906, rhe protectorate o[
Sotrthern Nigeria was merged with the
Coionyu of Lagos. And in t91+, tf,e rwo prorcc-
toratr-s weie rnerged and named thetolony
and prorectorate of Nigeria witlr lagos as
capitai.ln 1936 theprotectorare of Southern
Nigeri.r was divi.ded into 

-two groups ofprovinces _ the West and the falt. ny rOS<
N i geria had becoure a federadon oithr*.o
sicins: North, East and V/est and the Federal
Capital, Lagos. Independence uas won for
Nigeria on october 1,1960. end inrse3, thefourth region, Mid_West, *.r.i*J out of
theWesr.
Facr Three: On May 30,1967, the whole ofEastern Region comprising the presenr
sou rheast geopolitical ion. pTu, ih. i..r.n,
Bayelsa, Rivers,Al$va-lbom anO iroi, River
States was declared the Republic of gi*ra. a
3Gmonth war broke out. Cin fanuary$, l9?o
the 1967declaration ru.r ru*niidand the
statusquo ante was restored.
These are simple and verifiable historical
tacu which must be respectxl by debaters.
They neither support no, oppoo any of the
current demands or oppoiiiion toiny de
mand. But a fmrhful reconstruaion oihis_
torical experience is a powerful weapon in
anysm€gle for a jrxt ftrnrre.And that is why
Leftists (socialists and radical demooas) in-
ves[ so much energy [r self+ducation and
populareducatiorL
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