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Nates on Leftist politics
e/ &Hin Maduruagu

D ECENTLY, a young man who teaches Eng-
.Rlish inAbia State Universityphoned to in-
form me ofan impending conference on the
bicentenary of the birth of IGrl Manc But
what rhe caii provcl:ed in me was notthe re
membrance of Man< and his enduring
Iegacv but anger over the fact that some peo-
ple still regularly irritate me with drants of
odeath o[ con tnru nisrn' and'disappearance
of socialism." Ilowevel myvoiced response
was ro play the 'teachei on teacher"- by
calmiyasking my telephone friend whcther
he m dant the"btth of i.arl Marx orhis deatlr
He also calmly replied that Mantwas bom
on l.{ay 5, tglg. 'Hence, lvtay 5, eOts rnakes it
zoo 1,ears," he said. I played on by pleading
that I thought that lviay 5 was the date ot
Marx's death- He again calmly responded
that Mar:< died on March 14, 1883. I thanked
him andpledged toassistin the bicentenary
in r,t'hareverrnatiiler I could.

Fora considerable length of time aftermy
telephone dratwith the University teacher
my mind remained with the subiect IGrl
Mam and his legacy, or more specifically,
ManCs poti tical legacy. From political legacy
- whictr is a very large subject - my mind ze
roed on fi{arxist plitics. AnrJ in Manrist pol-
itics, my mind-selected and focusedton
Ivlarxist political strateg), and vanguardism.
Hence, if I were to contribute to ideas in-
formi ng the piann ing of Mant's bicgntenary
conference I virould advise the organizers to
begin from Marx in historical contexr. From
thd-re, move on to Marx's toAl legaq6 then
proceed to Marx political legacy, Marxistpol-
itics and Mam's politicai sErategy and van-
guardism. Final,ly, it is necessry to place a
theme like *[he relevance of Karl Marx to
da/ in the agencia of the conference.Thii is
not because it is logically expected but be
cause the current calamides, monstrosities
and historical rerreats in Nigeria-of which
we are all [iv:ng wift:esses - clearly appear to
summon leftists of Mandst persuasion as

well as patriots of popular-dernocratic cre
dentials.

[(arl Mau< was born in Germany. He had his
primary and seccndary education in his
home t"own, Trier: For his university educa-
tion he went to Bonn and Berlin, bottr in Ger-
many. He studied larT, history and
philr5sophy, obtaining his dcctorate in phi-
Iosooht'at"fhe aee of 13. His doctciat dis]ser-
tatioh is usud$taken by academics as tlte
besinnins of his work But I find his letters to
his"paren"ts, before this, as very indicatirre.
Mar-x died a poor man on March 14,-1883,-at
the age of 65.,He died in London where he
had sEtded35 yea5s earliecsomuchlvas the
official prejudice against this man that, ac-
cordini to tsaiah B"erlin, oi,e'of'his biogra-
phers, his death was treated almost as a
honevent by the European press.4ithoqgh
Marx died in London, The fimes of Locdon
reported the event as a short obituary nodc. g
ouotins its Paris corresDondenc' At hil graveside Enfels, Mant's lifelong
friend an-d collaborator, said: "Karl Marx's
mission in lifewas to conrribute in orre way
or another to the overthrow of capitalist sG
ciety. Fighting was his elemenl And he
fought with a passion, a tenacity and a suc-
cess-whidr ferv could rival His name will en-
dure for ages, so will his work"
On Sunday, Octoberro,Iggg, my essay, Marx

asthinkerof the millennium, wis pubtished
by The Guardian newspaper. A week earlier,
according to the newspaper, he had been
voted the greatest thin ker of the rnillenniu m
in a BBC rrew,s on-line poll. Ma rx was reportal
to have beaten several great thinkers includ-
ing Albert Einstein, tsiac Newton, Charles
Darwin, Thomas Acquinas, Stephen Hawk-
ing, Emmanuel lGnt, Rene f)escaneq fames
Clark Maxwell and Friedrich t lietzche. [n the
second paragraph of that essay I proposed: "l
would say humbly but responsibly drat l(arl
Mar:r deserves to be named not only the
greatest thinker of the millenniurn butalso
ttre greatest drinker humanity has so far pro
duced atnong mortals. Even if lre had been

killed in 18a8, at the age of 30, after the pub
Iicarion o[ his and Engels'Communist Mar
ifesto, he would still have emerged the
greatest thinker since-antiquigfl.Today, I re
endorse this rlyearold assessmenL

Activ-ist Leftiss who are inspired by ideas
whose origins are attributed to Karl Man<
conceive politics in two senses: the broad
and the nhrrow or the generd and the re
stricted. In the broad or general sense poli-
rics refers to the 'totality of all gulding
principles, methods, systems that determine
totlective activ'ities inall domains of public
'life". But in the narrow or restricted sense

of politics as that benreen water and fish,
consenratives recognize only the narrow di-
mension and play politics like fish rying to
swimondryland.

Leftist politics is broad because-it is aimed
at the total transformation of society and not
just the caprure of political power.lts ulti-
inare objective is th-e liberatibn of society-
the opprbssed as rarell as theoppressor. Ledst
politics is broad becatse liberation - from ex-
ploitation, oppression and humiliation -
i,vhich is its miision is essentially self-libera

maybe recog-
anribthree main

utes. One tn the of the working
masses of all nation-

Iegional, ethnic and religious
and bring out
In the narious

Broups, vanguards point out
the common interest Trvo:

policics i-s used to designate a " definite_part
-of publii aaivity dtrectly concerned with the
sni.rssle for nrivef. Fr6m this understand-
.ing l6ilows the definition of Leftist potitics
an? Conservative politics. Leftist politics is
broad while Conserr,rattve politics is narrow.
You may see this difference clearly i1 the_

character, programrnes and methods of
non€overnmental organizations (NGOs) or-
ganiied and led by teftiss and in the careers
5f rcftist teacherd, Iawyers, vwiters, iournal-
ists and priests, for example. Whereas, teft-
ists aaively recognize the relationship
bentreen the broad and narrow dimensions

stages of developmentrvhich the struggle
of the masses has to pass through van-
guards alvrays and eveqtwhere' represent
fhe historical continuigr. Three: \rlanguards
.rre very resolute segments that seek to de

J.

[end, unite, invigorate and push forwand aII
other segmerrts. They care passionately for
the pres-enq but in caring foqthe present,
they do not forget the funre of tre stnrggle.

rhe following eight comln)ents of the
strategy of Nige-ria'i teftistving5uard can be
ciistilled from l-eftist politics as awhole:One
Strengthening the vangr.rard and is-capac-
ity to ensure minimum continuityot popr
lardemcratic stmggles across the country
at all times and in all conditions. Ttrrro: Fx-
pandlng alliances, collaboration and net-
workinf in tire naticnal movemenr for
popular d€rrroi.rsc!. Three: Etpanding poP
ulirdemocratic and socialist education

rion. And this demands popular educatton
for critical consciousness. Leftist politics is
conscious of itself as the movement of vic-

among the toiling and working masses and
all strita and seSrrents that s[ffer specific
or general oppression under the present sc
cial order. Foun Engaging in sl6tematic re
search, information and documentation
and building instinrtions and centres for
this engagernent Five: Expanling fronts-of
pcpula-rdemocratic stnrggle across the
totntry and in all strategic segments of the
working, toiling and oppressed Erasses:
women, workerl, peasants, students and
youths, the intelligentsia and intellecnnls
and suata of middle classes. Sir Unitingor-
ganisations of pcpulardernocratic struggle
across the counury. Seven: supporting and
learning from populardemocrattc strug-
gles in Nigeria, in Africa, in black diaspora
and in the-world. Eighc Stnrggling forpolit-
ical power - alone or in alliance - as a realiz-
able political obiective.

rims of iniustice:'not a particrrlar iniustice
orasetof injustices, bu t i niustice i n general",
as Man<put
utes inform

as a young man. All these attrib
the meth-ods of teftist politics.


