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Election 2}lg:Background and setting
ByEfirh lldurngu

IWOULD like to preface this piece rvith the
Ifol lowing four declara tions: One lt{y dom-
inant interest in Elecrlon 2Ol9 is the
strengthening of the Nigerian Left in the
countqy's electoral and.non-electoral poli-
tics.That is the onlyreal change that can rake
place and tlrar Nigerian masses deserve. T\ru
By the teftI rnean the aggregate of socialism
and popular d emocracy. This historical-ide
ological-po liti cal te nd ency i s both a nti<api-
alistand anGimperialist in orienation and
!- ,. iL 

- 
. - t .f-'-- l-.+a -IU8,IL. lrtl(f.t\15trrldll Ltrllrsrll rrl tllr- P.r€)Errt

historical epoch goes beyond being a
"weapon of criricism." It is aiso a prc
gramme of liberation- Four: The effecrive'
ness of Leftpolitical interventions depends,
to a large extent, on Leftists'understanding
of whatis acnrally happeningThis is an ele
rnentaryservice the Leftowes itself. Noneof
these mydeclarations is new-Theyare only
being pulled together for this piece.
To demystiff,wirhout under-rating drc cur-

rentwave of politicd realignments in Nige
ria-and make bold but useable projections
- Nigerian Leftists need to look back at the
counqy's recent political history and trace
the traf ecrory from May 1999 - the begnning
.of the present "dispensation" which con-
temporaries call the Fourrh Republic. That
quick appreciation should indicate rvhat has
been relativelystable, whathas not been sta-
ble and what has been turbulent

The most stable aspecr of Nigeria's e,rperi-
ence since 1999 is - in spite ofall that has
happened - its territorial integrity. Apart
from the dramatic - but'ultimately unsuc-
cessful - atternprs made a couple of years
ago by the insurgent group, Boko Haram, to
seize and retain parts of Nigerian territory
the counqt's territorial integrity has re-
rnained intacl lhe murderous "herdsmen"
- whether Fulanis, Libyans or continental
freelance mercenaries -hare not challengd
the countqfs territorial integrity either in
the ernbatded Middle Belt or elsewhere, ftre
selfdetermination Efoup, the Indigenous

Peoples of Biafra (IPOB), has not, by force of
arrns, contested any pam of the Nigerian ter-
ritory And none of the various armed groups
in rhe NigerDelta region has,since rhedaysof
Isaac Boro, raised the banner o[ secession.
These fou r regions - the Northeast, the Midd le
Belt. the Southeast and the Niger Deka - have
been the main areas of threa6 to the territG
rial integrity of N igeria since May t999. But the
'status quo ante" has been maintained

The official geopolitical map of Nigeria has
also rernained (almosr) unaltered since the
beginning of the Fourth Republic - in fact
since Cctelrer -!, 1995 when Cenera.! S:-ni
Abacha, as military ruler, increased the num-
ber of Nigeria's constituent states frorn 3o to
36 and the nurnber of local government areas
to 714.1 say "official" and 'hlmost' because
some states have, since then, "privately" cre
ated "development areas" or'autonornous
cornrnunities" outof their local government
areas. Final$ the countryhas remained unof-
ficially divided into six geopolitical zones or
regions created under Abacha's still-bom con-
stitution of tggs.

To appreciate the countny's political pafty
formations since the beginningof the Fourth
Republic, lte may, by rneans of the presiden-.
tial elections of l9gg, 2oo3,2oo7,2ol7,2ol5
and e ots (anticipated), divide that period into
five subperiods: (rgg+zoo3), (2oo3-zaa7),
(zoozaon) (zon-zou) and (zotszots).ln each
of the five subperiods onlytwo sets of politi-
cal parries are of imrnediate relevance to this
discussion: the dominant ruling class parties
and the Leftist parties. Of no immediate in-
terest are the small parries of the Right that ag
pire either to negotiate and share the
"national cake" with the dominant parties or
to appropriate whatercr benefits mayacque
to those who are visible!
It is from this premise that the dominant rul-

ingclass parties of (tsss-zoo3) may be listed
as Peoples Democratic Party ( PDP) Alliance for
Democracy (AD) and All Peoples Parry (APP).
The parties of (zoolzooT) included Peoples'
Dernocratic Party (PDPI AII Nigerian Peoples
Parry (A}'{PP), Alliince f6r Democracy (AD[ Ac-

rion Congress (AC) and All Progressive andAIIAAltho-ughanotherroundof maior
Crand alliince(ApcA).Thoseof (zo-olaut) associations and dissociations, combifiadons
lvere PDR Action Congress of NigLria (ACN), and separations is under way a dst1t-v9 move,
ANPR Congress of-Rrogressiie Change compirabletotheemergenceofAPCin2Ol5'
(CpC),npCnlndthetaboulfarry(l-Pllnthe has not been made - and P!{haps,.may nel/er

i"ia,li. of the (zou-zors) period a rnaior re be made. General olusegun obasaniq a former
oigi;isari"" t*t place in Nigeria's ioliti- Civil War commander, mill_t"ty ruler, elected
caiclass with the emergenie of the All presidentandtheleading'kingmakef of the
progressives Congress 1ii,C1, the present iourth Republic has indicated a line march:
rullig parry at thicentri. The new parry eF Rather than initiaUng a merger of leading'op
fecdvliy dissolved and absorbed the ACN, position parties," as happened in 2oP,Quing
the Cd, the ANPP and a fraction of APGA birttr to thealkonqueringAPC,theretiredge*
The resulr was thar Nigeria entered the cur- eral has simply put down an empt_y political
rent peicxl. (zors-zor6), with APC, PDP and basker and as-ked members of the oditical class

afcAas the dominant-ruling parties of the to leave thqir parties and enterthe basler
Right- The basket has now adopted 9r appropriated

tlsfing the dominant mling class parties an offEcially reglstered name: the African Dem-
since ttie birth of the Founh Republic - as ocratic Congress (ADC) Politicians are rnoving
was done above - is &e fundamental first into the basket - but not yet in a type of warre

step in the understanding we seek But it that would indicate that a maiol shift in the
did not either teU us how we moved from dignments vt'ithin the ruling dass is immi-
1999 to 2018 or indicate howwe rnay move nenL
beyond the present into the future.This we Another tentative condusion can be proposed
now atrempc The APP of the first period at this stage: Although the dominant ruling
(tsss-zoo:Iwas ttre partythattransforrned class party,theAllProgressilrcsCongress(Ary)
into ANPP of the sutceeding periods- The is beingvigorousty shaken by internal and ex-

ADotthefirstperiodgavebirthtoACwhich ternal forces, it has. so far, remained defiant
then transformed toACN of the succeeding The presidency, *re main faction in the party',
periods. The CPC of the third and founh pe remai ns as strong as ever - both in the party and
riods grew out of AtlPP. Finally, the APC of in the Nigerian state.This second point is not
rhe folrth and fifttr periods was a merger of trtviaL tnlact, it isverycrucial and may become
ACN, CPC, ANPP and fractions of PDP and decisive in Election 2o19.
APGA We may explaiSuWe recall that in (zot+zos)

Going through these sketches again, we in the closing months of the fonathan presi-
maymake to the followingprovisionalcon- dency,but before the presidential election, the
clusion: Political party mutations in Nige presidencylostitshegemonybottrin dndorn'-
ria's nrling classes - from tggg to 2ou - ha\re inant ruling party, the PDB and in ttrc Nigerian
essentially been quanriative movements state! Put differentl),: Before fonathan, the re
of association and dissociadon, combina ceived wisdom. called the 'lrower of incum-
tion and separarion.ln otherwords, Nige benqf, was thatthe NigBrian presidenqrwas
ria's ruling classes have not been able to all-powerful in elections because it Uns r1t cgry
produce qualitative changes, that is, ideo trol of both the pany of the presidentandth€
iogcal rufnres orbrea]chroughs since the Nigerian state. The zor5 presidential election
beginningof the Fourth Republic may have nor,t,revised the fuis&mT to read:

W" are n"ow less than nind months to the ftrdNigerianpresidencfiisallpotterftrlandall
next
fic
ruling

election. Formally and of' conquering if it is in control of the Nigerian
state and the parry of the presidenl "Because"
has been replaced by"if".


