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In this z}th year of 'democra
EyEffitfmru
LrIGERIAT Fourttr Republic, which is cur-
l\ rentty ru nning wasborn on May 29, 1999

-with Olusegun Obasanjo as inaugural exec-
utirre president A year late[ on May 29, 2oOO,
the piesident proclaimed May zs o_f every
year Nigeria's "Democracy Day." The day was
alsoadded to the listof ttre countqy's national
public holidap. It was a unilaterd er<ecutive
tlecision - by which I mean that neither the
prodamation of "Dernocracy Da)/ nor the
declaradon of public boliday was endorsd,
before the aas,-by the constitution orany lqg-
islative body or any other institution o{ the
Nigerian state or any oqganised public opin-
ioru I

It is a faa of the Nigerian history that t*esi-
dent Olusegun Obasanio's e>recutive prgcla-
rnation and declaration were criticized, at
that time, by the National Assembly, parties
orher than the ruling Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), state assemblies and govern-
mens other than those conrolled by the PDB
populardemocra ti c and prgdemocrary for-
mati on s, poli rical press ure groups, large seg-
ments of the press, organisations of the
Nigerian Left and a wide range of prominent

livering them. But it was a lie, a huge mock- Left cannot be asked and is not being asked,

;t;itfi. 
"itio" 

and the masses wh"o labouq to start"afresh"- No- What is being P.rongsed
i"'pri"i ;d t ""i.i *d almost in despair, i-s that$e Nigerian Left should *".k" a.leap

to Sustain and r.frod.rce itt And older cbm- from where it is and from what it has been
patriors are pairifully aware that for some d.oing. But thatl""p will.not detach it from
h-. now tht." has 6een this growing ten- the present or the pasr Whgn there is a leap
dency on the part of the Nigerlan statE and i1 knowledge or practice qe pa$, as-an en-
its g6vernmeirts to erode Ihe integriry of !U is.1oq\n{pd out or rendered irrelevanl
Woikers' Day by dominating and iveri at- The third clarificarion is that, histori-cally,
tempring ro ipliropriarc wha"r used ro be an :rery lgthe.ntic organization gf $9. Niger-
autonomous wbrkirs' evenL ian Left has had at least one o[ the following

The preceeding notes, especially the last words in its name: labour, workers', peo'
nuo piragraphs, may serve as intrbduction pl..l, revolutionary working-people's, so
to what I tow propoie as the central tasks of cialist or communist. There is absolutely q9
the Nigerian finihttre nextt2 months- thar reason to break with that rradition of sel[-
is, frofr now through the ne><r general etec- idsTtificadon and self.affirmation. 
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29, or |une t2, zotg. In this 2os year o1- theNig_grianleftinthis2othyearg!"democ'
"demoiraclf the Nigerian Left will have to racY]. The tasks can_be grouped into h{o:
concentrate and foc[s on a limited number special and general. The special task can be
of fundamental tasks in areas of organisa- formulated like this: A small ad-hoc $roup
tion, education and electoral politicsl of Nigerian Leftists - from the ranks of revo

Itis necessarytoprefacethelistingof asks lutionary Marxists - should volunteer and
withsomeAarificitions.FirsnFortf,osewho select themselves and assume the revolu-

and respected pu
Some entities who

practical opposition and rejection or counter-
proclamations and declarations. For in-

more actions the presidenr can take to fur-
therenhance his 2019 reclection chancest
Back to the origind declaration o[May29

as Nigeria's 'Democracy Day." Three
grounds of criticisrn stood outat thattime:
that the prodamation and declaration
were unilateral; that a number of other
da)rs in our nationd history - induding
June 12 - were more important than May
29; and thag in a sense, the prodamation
of "Democracy Dalf was a mockery be-
cause the processes leading up to May29,
1999 were undemocraticThat

cal forces in the countryas a whole, and in
the ruling class in particular.

It is also politically and ideologically sig-
nificantthat laqge segments of the nation's
popu lardemocratic and mass
tions are nowils enthusiastic as

Wemay note - wego to the
main subject this discussion - that, for

cism frorn at the beginning of
the Fourth At a personal lwel,

male, young and
Nigerians
old, poor and not-too ist globaUsm. In this

not less than 2o (female and to exist up to the current

the public
Republic.

poor)greetd meon Tuesday, 2018 mustlearn to
with

May29,
n

organisa-
the Niger-

blic and private figures. ian State and the political class in the poliUcal and
had the will and power to celebration,.of "Democracy Dat' - a

bration ttral received the"harihestdo so went beyond criticism to active and
cele Nigerian [eft is one of the oldest tendencies lowing to the meeting: a dralt people's mart'
criti- in Nigerian politics. Born during the colonial ifesto, a draft n)emoranclum on

era. itdeveloped through the decolonisation participation in electoral politics. a draft

ask the question - either sincerely
assert that the Nigerian Left

or ryni- tionary responsibility of convening an all-
cally- I exists. [t Nigeria "unity meeting" of Leftists
e>rists in several forms: historical, ideological, (Ma rxi sts, socialists and radi ca I democrats).

organizational. In [act, the The ad-hoc group should present the tbl-

and post<olonial periods and has continued newsletter, a provisional coordinating and
a draft "unifyingpheral documentation centre,

the Nigerian state, the various govern-
ments, the ruling class as a whole, the po
litical parties, segments and factions of the
political class (those in power and those
ourof power), this yeat's Democracy Day-
togetherwith the politics around it-was a
big national opportunity to rehearse cam-
paign and propaganda messages, and{test-run" the machines designed for de

capital-
Leftists

differentiate between a move ture.
ment (such as the labour movement) and or-
ganisations of the movement; between an
organization and its leadership; and be
tween this leadership and the individual
leaders. Anyconfusion in simple maffers like
this may give room for selfdoubt The Left
musttherefore renew its selfrducation and
popular mass education. We declare again:
The Nigerian Left exists and has existed con-
tinuously as a fighting force since the mid-
1940s.
Ttre second darification is that the Nigerian

name," and a dralt programme and struc-

The general tash which is for all Nigerian
Leftists, has already been apprehended in-
formally and is now being executed - in
form of debates, discussions and confer-
ences. Interested non-Leltists will be en-
couraged to participate in these activities
but will not be allowed to disrupt them or
act as agents - provocateurs. The special a&
hoc committee will nronitor the process.

Finally, just as the committee will volun-
teerand announce itsett, it will also dissolne
itself at the end of its assignment.

ure to do so for rtree full years he had been in
po$'er; and lrwas as polidcal as the failure of
Eesidens Obasan o, YafAdua and ]ona&an
to do so ftom 2oo0 to 2oI5.Ihere are, in facg
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