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IVfovements of Nigeria's ruling class
slnce the Second Republic. Their organisa-
tional forms harre horalever changed several
times So have the reladonships betnreen

By Edt ln }ladunagu

western zone-

drat may be prt aside for now, CaII this sec-
ond tendenry B. Tende_ncy A, though na
tiond, had is cotrE d gfavfry in r,vhat is
norv knoum as the Nortrurestern zorre of the
countrv rrytile GndencyB thoueh dso na-
tional 

-traa 
its cEDtrc A gtffin South-

etc
Ttre fffth oroposition is that at least nrice

during ttrG posc{ivil War Perio( cfucum-
sances and oboorurnities bave arisen forter
dencies n anb B, through crises, splits
combinations and separations, to tra:nscend
their old political foims and produce two
new ideofogically distingpishible politicat
formations each of wbidr would be more
rulv national The first oppornrniU, ironi-

".ffi was Generat Babangidfs creation of the
National Republic Convention (NRC) and So
cial Democratic Party (SDP) in 1989 and the
second was the emergence of AII progessives
Congress in 20tl. Ttre first oppnrhmity was
losr and the second is now under severe tesL
A reader nray remind me here that during ilrc
Second Republic (l rr+ual), parties oppcd
to the ruline NPN announced attemDts to
"come togedef in an alliance. All I can'say in
re$xrnse is ftat until those attemDB irre
dee^mably collapsed not even the niost ele
mentary phpical structure was set up for
fightins a corrmon foe as powerful as the
NR.It

them.
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decree, <if two nadond a "littleto and formations of the class came tt>
Convendon

SocialDemo

rulingclass is
On the one

ioin either of the two prfiies. It was an act
'of monumental humiladon which PotitF'
cians largely resented. Eventually hotveve{,
the m i litinidecreed nroparty qptem took
offand tbe ransttion continued.
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Until Norernber 1993 when therr were
both dissolved by C,eneral Sani lqbacha,
bo& NRC and SDP remained in draracter
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