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Revi si ting'the people's revolution'
ByEffit m*nqgr
DY the DeoDle' Leftiss indudc,
Dorincioattr tticse oeople who do noi
ex doir citref 

-peoph, 
bur'are rhernselrcs

eri{oired; rhoie who stand at tre bu,es
p<xnt of tre social ladder, dro6e who are
b'senriallv exclded from rtre qorcrnarrce of
rheircanirrry; rhose urfn, srrift$ speakirg,
haw firde q nodrine to deferd ln the
presenr srial order; an? rhose who canfff,
Iiberae dremselves widrout liberauru
socienrasa whde'I hare csrgnrsted drii
defini'tion from serrral sources tncluding
Co mrade Eskor Toto, Cornrade Eiodu n lerifo
and IGrlMarx hiinsdf It is an ideol4lical
ard mlirical definiriorr simole bufnot
sirnplisdc, and designed for' popular
educarion

the first pke: Erren if. asa rnaximurn polittcal
possibi I irx a revolut ir:nary Leftist foirnatlon
3trnds ar the head of a pohtlcal nrorrcrnent that
comes to gow€r on- the pladorm of 'ttrc
Deople's minihsto' sketch& abcug it wtll ruI uirless it is recklesslv advenrurisdc or
voluntaristic - a(ernpt io go beyond this
pladorm durinq he first phast of the
trarsforrnauon Tte maxirnurir possibility in
that coniuncure is thar dre uah$mrnauon
will be faser and more self<onftdent rhan

'aqainst caoiralisrn and caDinlist
u"ploitauon''and'for democracy and
soiialtsm.'

ebour l2 years later, in tgTllZ. a
raol urj o na ry l-efrlsr organ isatiorl rhe Antt
Poverty Mov emen r of N igerh (APMON )was
fbrmed tn lagos That was abour four \tars
after theCivi[War and rowards rhe erd of
c,eneral Yakubu Go,vonk milinry
dictarorship. Like all rsoludonary Lefti5t
orsanisadohs of *rat oeriod in the historv
of"the Isgerian teft lespecirlly those o"f
Maxist-IeninisrorientatibnlAPMoN had a
dual form: a radical populardernocratic
rrlass formation and-a tore of Manjan
socialists. Most of the early rnembers of
APMON3 cors incl udi ng BiriCun feyifo (Bf ),
Bene and myself, were Selow the ageof 3o.
The organisation carne into being wirh an
organ, a quarrerly journal ca'fled The
fuple'sCause.

&nreen tgl* and tgTo several Leftisrs
including rhe lare Cornrade Ok Oni" Eskor
rop andBaba omojola - who had been
active since *e t95os - formed a uniffed
Leftist orsanisation called ttre Mwement
for PeoplEs llemocracy(MPD). Ir was fiis
srou D that in tgz. ormnised rhe historicAll-
ffiigeiia Socialist ConTerence in Zaria

Abour rhree years lare[ in 1980, a
revoludonary group, tre DernocraticAcdon
Cornmimee (DACOM) emerged as a
subsroup of die CatabarGroup 6f socialisrs
(cc5)whichhad been forrned ifter treZaria
Conference. Ttris was in rtre ffrst yearof dre
Second Republic and durinq the eleeted
civilian adirinisuauon of pr*idenr Shehu
Shagari DACOM creared,
rnonthlv iournal called
filanifesio. 

-

organ, a
Pdbplds

rhe closing prop_osirion of rny last pece,
Irhes ondie fuly wcnts (luV_ 2?, 2otq}
That DroDosidon stat6: '[f, on tte
pladoim bf _a people's manifesto, the
Niqerian Left corles to Dorirer as a
df,rninant orcariized brce'ei&er in an
alliance or iria broad rnorerneru, that
victorv rnilv be called a moole's
revoltirion nhd irwiil be seen to 6e so'

antici pated H lstory (d istant, not-toodista nq
receni ard conrernbomry) is lnundated witt
ill u suario ns. I n ttle' secoiril p lace. the phrase
'faster and rrpre se[<oir$dent" i'n the

Niqeri.rns
wo"uld be

professionals, lawyers, yourhs,
the rnaimed, defoirned ind the

We nowcome to rhecentralissue of this
piece:Whatis "the people's rwolutionn or,
to bring ir home, wfur ii 'the rerCIludon of
rhe Nigerianpeop len? Whar is the role of rhe
Nigerian Left in the people's revolution -
tharis, if this rerrn has a meaningT And how
does the Left, in general, cdnceite or
anticipate rhe relaribnship between "the
people's revolution" and "the socialist
revoiurion"? To anslver rhese questions ir
will be helpful ro put rhern in thb conrexrof

now called the oeoole's manifesto rnv
asain be amen:dted: lhe identiw of thi:
nligerian Left; the counry we ndw harre
and the country we wish to see;
citizenship; expinded fundamenal
righs and freeiloms (iusticiable and
enforceablel dernocracv and the rule of
law; direcdve principlef of stare polit-y;
combinarion of reoresenative anddir*t
de mocna cy; fed eral i snL fed era I princi $es
and poptitardemocratic resrilcturing:
massivd and popu lar redeolovrnent antr
redistriburioir bf the resburtes of dre
nation through futl emplcrymeng
enhanced minirnum wage-, heavily
subsidized educacion and*hbakhcare;
social securirH protection of "sDecial
groups'; dernocradzation of ' dre
dornposition and d_eptoyment of sEre
instifutions including coercive
apparauses; antFcorruprion, antF,
neporisrn, public moraliry and
accounrabiliry; and an*parriaichy etc,
etc. This mahifesro, ro 

^be clearl is a
programrne of reforms under Nigerian
capitalism at ilis Doir)r in histon. But ir is
the limir rhis social order qrn
acconrrnodate.

lVe now corre ro poinrs of clarifi cation -
and, perha ps, ideological disputation- In

as an

For *re avoidance of doubts, the listof
contents of the fundamenual saternent

preceding sentence is an indication o[ a
mo/ement o socialist transformation

Dsnocradc while China

In *re rhird place, if the dorninance of
socialist forces is clear at tre beeinnins of the
polidcal proces\ or in the coilrse o['iq the
brocess niav ahernativeh be called a'socialist
iwoluuon/rather than atpeople's revoludon'.
Wewillthen harre a socialist rewh,.ltion on the
platform of a rcple's rnanifesto h is that wDe
bf co nuadicnirv process that, in facq has ukbn
place in history. The last poinr can be put
fu fferendy - and perha pc niore clea rty. k ishot
o nty rhe agenda of immediate rransfbrmadon
ervisagedby a rwolution that determines its
name.Other elemens include dre coalition of
furces, tre dominance in the coalidon,ard *re
strateqic or disrant aim of drat dorninance.

In tonclusion. and by wav of historical
illusuador\ we rnay recall that victorious
political forces in fost-Second World War
revoludons in Eastern Europe called their
counrries RoSe's Republib or Peoplds
Derrocrdes 'North ^Korea 'called iisef

The

wonlen,
students,
uncared fol ecc." rhe young
insisred rhar rhe oeoole lisreE
organised and ledby rlre NPP in a struggle

The cridcal elements of 'the

of rhe
the identiw of the Niserian
broad coaliuon of Iorces rnorring
transformadon

and

called
the
these counffies their
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