
ffiIhS,'GJtardian Thur$ay, October4 2ol8 120

Opinion
tntrwgnrdian.rg Utrnr6Urnltggrte fgrar*anl@U Gmreoora 6Ar*AUrr*guta liShrrtbnlsrh-CtXPBlz88

nn differences within theIJI
ByEtrftrm,ug, Hfiffit;Hri,Tfiiliiffiifl:1t*;
rpnafrxr* a !,Barru,v, sine I resurned writ- turing: Pnopoeitions su mnrarisd (l44l2olS}
ft og for pubH-crdon In the rnedta, I h*e d+ In this 206 year of "dernoc.".y" (U/s{rqs);
fiberrdy ieferred to r]re NlFrt ! IrS - f.y ryotes on pollrlcal alllances (np[ota); Fur-
prirnelyiurern ln thfs tdeobgical and politi- drer notes on polirical atliances (tSlZjeotg}
bt en6rprise - as if it & a honrogenous or Revisiring odre peoplds rsolurion'
mmotidric endtjr. Brt I lnort thai most of*y $aJzotalTo SarnirAm ir\ a persorxl tribule
redens lnorr, as-rnuch ar I dq dhat tl* Nlgei- (:f/{eoti} netr$dng'democnrcy anddk*
tan L*- dscrlbed here as dre agrqare of orship'(tSgF0tg)
l{tlfrhn },Iaodst$ sdallsts eod p*p*fb rd* Frnmlhese arricks a not-to+young Nigerlan
ka:l deqocrar - ts nelther hornqgerous nor Isfdst can recall spedffc i.ssues ryhidt harn dl
nronoll&kendhesnererbeen &en rheMarx- vided tlreNigertan left foravery longtime-at
btgrqg rheideohskd aorcand tlre rnost self, leestsrnce the mrst Republic (r9u+r9ea1 SorneP 

" " 'nrbgrotdof the Nigerian Left, is far oftlrern hslEbeen su6stan^iillyre*tveiltra*odt:lcrouss
ftom helnghohogi,nous or rifonolirhic It has scended, elirninated or transiorrned sr hio
been deffne4 ln part, by rnary differences, tory;snmearerorn6$acdrrebecauseof*rc
some rnafor, some-releti*ly minor. The qus- decline in Ieftist political sctivism; some o*r
Uon fuir ts wfty I haw qandnued m give this er:s arestill mtive;and sweralothers ha?e nuv
Tabe'fmpneryhnofhomogeneityand rnore been sh*rpened-by history lhe issuerr ran-
ffdrisrn t;hall in rhe prese;t piece, arempt to donrly lisrid. includr: Refornr or Rel,olurion;
#sidr thb simp$ Eur implrtant gueriion; the liarional Question;:type of organisafion
Thli$.ilfloedmebipreseniitiorrinsimmary (mnguard, mass or corir-blned firmadon);
&nrf ofthe dlfferences I had lretended" did sratqgl for rcvolution (bourgeoi{electoral
notdstorhdranishedorhuidissohred"-,,'.., i. politiiiorarm*dsmrgle);rnodesandfornrs
Ihadr{rritte* the preceding2sormorear,tigles 'if oprn populrr - deiilociitlc srruggl*s; the

es ifdifiefenees dld rurt exist or qo longl$rm- , gomen'iquesdon {thatrr, feminisml princi-
Isted In tbel.tlgedan l-eft a*the fint step oftlen- , - pl*$, ruks a n d mqlhods iforgan isation; "pep,
tatiye nor 1tr.4y ofpromon'ng internal rsliry.in ;.n'Hnent reiolutign' or erdqnlution-i*stages:"

ttle rnurcme$t, ftir mor* direfihr I have b.ieir' y' the places anl rulbs ofthe tkrrking dass, intel-
presenfiqg aII fractions and factlons of the . Iectu,als, tbe peasantr!, the declassrd masses
inotmrcn[with:verifiehle histurical ftrts.anal1. and the "middle" strar$ principles and ssu+
ses and hesic conrmqn tasks whpse rrtrlcit rures ofgoremlnce aftei viaoryl democrary
ad@oqlbeli6e,enbeginorsignificendyerl- and dictatoxhip in the r:rganiiadon and in
vffiethepmJectof unificetbnThe mmmon thecoHnutlcont:eptand realityofcapinlisrn
badc ursks whkh, as DrB msy rBcell, incltde the- and imperialism.
drafilrgofepeqpftrt nranifestq seelcing politi. Intryingto property formulate,organizeand
catraUiance{, mn$rurtfu€a msearch and mor- classifythesedifferencesorarpasofdifierences
dtnedqfcqnUeandestehlhhir$alournalhare I would like to tentnrively adapr the French
allbneri[rbrmed$orue4periLnedandlircd Mrrxist philosopher. Lcrtiis Alrhusser's car$
diernncqpasandcturert . ' gortes-detem:iruntanddominant-wtrkhhe
Thardcles-tn which I had more fdrofdyip* , filployed tn the anallaes of facrors and con-

tended'&ereurrenolcrgsrdilferencxcf ma- 'tradictions in social forrnrrions. Bur I would
,ar @rencer ln dre Nferian l,eft cen be add a third category, secondarl,. Thts, a differ-

inrdaerlHs4hrrefrIgrc.TheyfutchdeiMur- -ene in the Nigerian Leftwill be describerj as
dcrofilcftBafendntst(S[po8}Ikaftinga determinant if lt goes to the very rocts and
1rqb'a mntft*o ({T?oa) nrrfirnot€s fmrndetiors ofkftJsm.An achnltfliued iltusqt p6plr4s-mfu {7lbffii&}i$ctrreen , tra&r worft be a onsistent anrfurrrrkins

NigerianLeft
clas ldeologlcelorpoltdcel i:ncllnatlon ln a
Ieftfstgroup.
A difference $dll bedescribed as dominant if,

rmt being deterrnlnant ls sriorrs enough not
onlv to deeolv orvlolentlv divlde the mwe
meitmlitiaitv bucan sdtt efinss and leftist
group's in arrn6d rcnflkts against esch other
- each side figtrting ebne or in alliance or in
comhina$on with non-Isftist or and-Leftlst
forcer, An actlrally-liveid illustntkln is the t*"=
perience ofthe Nigerianleft duringrhe Crisis
ind Civil \ryar (195elIr/o[ Anotherillustr*.
rforn is rhe nange of posidons and attinrdes in
rhe Nigerian LEft in the current Ftiiad sn rhe
l.lational Qqestion - fr$rn tfisc&l federalism",
through "resrnrcnrinf B'selfdetermlna,"

erplains the adtrerents' lhslstence on theprt-
mary of 'capcureof sate po,rre/.This darger'
ous irend --\shich is a strange coarb{nadnn of
revolutionary impadence,Ioss of hith E th*
masses' capa6tttyand oppomrnism- Ieads, tn
practice to the denial of any ned to creete a
bparate mcialist organizatioru Putchisn on
thi other hen4 is tfe seareh for ttr* \uichst
road'm sodalisn and hence ttx redwflon of
.soci+tisrn to tedrnical" not poltict and ile*
logicatproiefi:.

6pp"ra""Ism as I deflned tE ls ressentlally:

the *t$pdon of thesodalist platlorrq not for
th* p'rrrrnoiion of th* wcrking peogi&els st-ug-
glesfrlr pCIteer and socialisrn but fur the pur-
pose of personel prornotion end enrichrnelg
ar a bargaining weapon with the Nigerian
bourgeoisie and rhe baurgeois snteP. Itopri-
etorkru'is not trplnsed to LEft tlnity in the ab
mhrte se'Gse; it acceprs untty prwi&d it n}es
the frrrm of enlargernens of the sdhertntx'
groqpl and the rdtention of the adherents'
leader(hip posltions". Secrarianisrn ts rhe
perpetual incapacity tD transcendor the per-
manent and ctrnsriors ernbrace of, prtrnitive

tircntt

efectir.energ infl uence and eurho rity.

ent, st dris stage, ftagrnents ofwhar. I said on
&e subitrct of t*[t Unity_in my 2 015 trook of six
essa;'s, Ttre Mgerian Left: Introduction to His
Eory,ln tlrethird essay, on pages

"dangerous ideological
?$79,1 listerJ

Secondaqy ditTerences appeer mainly in or-
ganizatioq admtn istratoq discipline, rnerb
ridx artirudeq Drctics ind ortrer spheres drat
are often crdlectirclyregeiild as "sublectitnn,
A current illustration ofseconda4r difference'
which maflgmw lnro dominanr dlffErense isi,
*rennge6iTqitrdesinthemrarernentonthe':*^
qu*stion of alliinm r* itl\ or membenhip oft i
nrling class political parties and groups. ': r:

As further elaborarion,I wonld like to pre-s

. end.-localised uganisational wor\ perpetuel
;- lark tif fn onrerall natlenal rnolutlonaqy ps-

:i [*t me end drese noresby ppeating
thecwt of rhe proposal lmade in the pierqln
dlis 2qth yerr ofBemocract' fiune [3,2OIS)
A snull tid-hoc groupof serious and conrmit-
ted Nigeri_en Leftists shauldvolunteBr and s*
lect theririelves and prepere, for the Nigerian
Left, a dxft people'i manifesto, a draft pro
grernrn€ and stnrcnrrq a n d a draft memor&Il:
dunr on participadon in electoral politks.The
group should then conv€ne a'unity confer-
Enceu and present the three docunrents.The
ne)c sugewill be dicated by &eprmeedings
and outrorne of stxh a llnity confererxeo. [t is,
hnwwer, neccssary to intist that to be able to
rnove the Nigertan left fonrard in the semse of
hixory individual contens of rhe dnfr docr!
ments mey be terrtativg h,rt should not be an>
blvdent on arry mepr concrete questton
bebre the narion, before the rnases or befurt
rhoNimien Ia'ft

5t}me trends' and
proposed rhat their existence had led to dif-
ferehces thar had in rurr\ consrituted lthe
greatest obstacles to the dwelopment of a

uni8erJ srreregic focuswi*rin the rerohltiorr
ary mwement".The uends included: Infilr+
tionisrn, h.rtchisrn, Opportunisrn,
hoprietor- is m a n d Secteria n isro.They can all
be classified as scondary di&renes.
lntltrationisul arording to *r 2oto Uooh

is &€ "bebefthat anytype ofsare ported can
b€ rx€d h, soddirtr to hrilrl sncialism'thit

a

a differenewill be dmibed ns EC:.

neitier determinent nor don:L
tn factionalisrn


