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Election s 2079 : Factors and proiectiolls,
By &lwln lleduegu
f+IE rnost impctart facbr in the cnrntng
I electiorrs is thatMuhammadu Buhari, the

Abubalor as its presidential candidate. All the
contestants tn tfre partfs presidential pri-
mary electi,on wErE of,rn-ous$ qrnlified in the
contfrc oftlr exlsting sodal order, polidcal
c.ulture ard domlnartr morall ty in Nlgeria.

cal antcedents - appeared rnost llkely to at-
ract dreMdest and largsstsupport pmsible
for thepartSr. Agatrqto dsnonsmae &at&ts
is rrot an idl g oppornrnistlq, after-th efact wis
dom it will be errugh o recall that in tlp zotsincumbent Presldent of dre Federal Repubiic

ofMgerhrapotrerfuI drtef exmutiue of state, presidential eI ecfl on, it uaas wide$ app,reci-
is a candidate He iswkingre-electioninto ated thatthePDPcandi date and irrumbenr
the offi e of hesiderrt That this is nota trivial Pre$dent, Codlr.lckfonatharl,uas notthe
or ldle observation can be Eeen fuom a recent best the parg could offer-given both the
htstorlial conEiastrnamely, tbatln the 2015 ' dominantpolitical culrtrre and the political
general dertions, Croodlucklor*&"lr the irr conjunctue at tlre tirrre. ,,;t

iurnberrt PresidenL uns rrot tlre mostimpar On the contrar5r, in the 2ol5 presidential elec'
tantfactor in those contesE, He was not the tion, the new$forrned All kogressiws C-or>

most important hc&r because he was a rr.eak gr*t (APC) prit forward is besc General
chiefeiretutive ofstate at the time ofthe corts Muhammadu 8uharllile mu* hereras al-
tests ;..':tl i" dh. FribJ irprepa.-aUons fur wa)E* iioi forgpt rhat the dom * ngt the
thent : ':.. '- - soli corxideiation ofthe main rulingslass
Tu ,stxr clear'of mlnsification I pmpffi tlrat *oflEstanb and their platforms was xrhat to

no bepowefrrtin-*,lecrcnte*tofour dis(u$ do tourirt That remains tleirdominant sr
sion ls to be ln relatively firm control ofone's sole consideration tn the presert conhsL And
polidca$electaralpla@rm ard thecritical in- should any re.aderrespoittthatthe need to
rtifutionsbf state esperially those of"larrand win has ahr.ays been ttre dominarit or sole aim
ordef; i! iq to be iir girrer Jnd not be d.uid ofall contes6nh - Right or Left- in all mo-d- ,
ornslulEnttodeployitorsluggishindeplqy- ernelectiom,IwduldsoNo:TheNigeriankft
Ing It ll,x htstori,cal iontrast we are sketchtng has never, fiortunately or unfortunately, cor>
ls that in the period preceding; ard during " sciously pnt elertonal or non+lectoral victoty
the 2ol5gener*I dections hesidentlonathan as a realizable political abjeaive. And yx, as
had lost aon$ol ofboth his parry and tfte crit- an interested ressarcher r+ould disconer, com-
ical institutions ofstate. You cannot d*plcy mitted leaders and cadres of the Nigerian Isft
rvh*tyou do nat control To auernpt b do so had rnade huge selfless sacrifices in everygen-
fu takirg a grave risk But in the currentcorm eral election since independence.
sporrding period President Buhari appears to
be in firm contnrl ofparqrand state -atleast
up to the timeofunldng thts essay.And be
yond thls, he lxs demonstratd that he is not
aftaid to deploy the forces urxlerhis control.

A couple ofgels ago, a Nigerian stategover-
nor belonsng to &e AU Prqgressives Corr a revised version ofthegorrcrnot's stab po\Arer.

gress (AFC) was repored in several medla
oudes to hare predlcted fhat although
Muharnrnadu Buhari, Sre presidential candi-
date of his partlr, would &hatAtiku

not bea tualkovef in the cont€st I fourxC
myself reflectin B on th is statemerrt wh ich
must have b€en made out of frrrstratitrn r.t ith

contest betreen thern woutd be tough ard
tight.And tlx route I nurld suggest forerr
dorsing that double staternent is through
an exarnination of the ongoi.ng contest be
tween Butrarl arudAtiku ln each of the trrc

And that an incumbent govemment can be e[
fecthre[ challenged ln the contrd ard deploy
mentoft]e urro forres is a pouraful corolluy.

neither Buhari rrcr
menLThat renised version is simply

Atilrur,muld bea
that That a party and a candidate canlose an elec-
"pustr tbn even with superiority in these trro forces-

over'in *re mming presiderrrial
Furtlrer broken dqm, &h rwi sed veri qr

nroney and *ate porl,er-
limi t to what eidr€r of th

prorres that tlrere ls aelectioru
em or even a combinaAno ther imporAnt factor in Election 2OI9

was &e wisdom orsheerluck ofthe fhoples Abubakar, the presidential candidate of Feo means that &.rhari and Atiku would be the ti,on of thern can be used to do s ondered O dc,
Demmratlc Party(PDP) in elecfingAdku ples Democratic Party (PDP), the latterwould main prestdendal cardldatesand rhat ttre

poli dcal colleagues a nd
course of rlry re0ectbn,

assistans.ln the
I brought out fromva-

Dowe need to add Srat ttrese lbssons are trxrc
importantand useful tD the i$frian Ieft than

blas and pohtkal fcrcesto thg hctiorrs, porrcr
&ntrttiku s candidtry - iudging by his politi cation rny concepts of "power blocs' and 'po pCI#er blocs and in the main pohtical of Nlgerta's nrlirqg class?
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The different forms tlrat the lrcltscal suuggle
now assrrmes and the differentlevels atwhidt
it i s waged indude intra-party, interln$1r,
statecivil, intra'state, armed arrd rmarmd
aboveground and underground. Also to be

employ the concepts of
political forces to endorse


