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By Elniln lledunegu

fN a ouple ofwreks NlgeIIa will begin another round of
le nem I'e leai on s rh is c6m ing rou n t[ of rhe fo u r-rre a rly rir-
uil, r*rnrrred byNisria's rulin-gclass in 1999 ro herald rhe
rourth flepublig wiU be different in at leasr two respects
from earfier ones. rn rle ftrsr place, dte number of officially
parric$atingpollrical parrieS and candldates will be very
muclr larIFE and, in dre scond place, dtere are pamicipat-
ingperdesand candidaes rhatare Ieftist or socialisg and are
officralty named and listad as sucfi.

Howarer, onlyabour fue orsDr ofthe paniciparing poliriml
Darries can acnralfu be desrribed even brf tligeria's hisrori

cal srandardg as poliucal parries. but theiardofficiallyrec-
- qnaed and re Lsreredby {re eiecro ral ageqcy.' as srr ch Gtrer
poirrrcai iormadons rirar hati urrsucessfuiiy appiixi ior
ierognirion an<i rqglscrarion are kn orn - agai ri ofritally- as
bolirical asociadons'. Formarions dur had nor apdied ar
aI smplydo norsiffin dreryes ofrhe Nigerian srairi In rhis
hsr care$ory frII seveml radiial or pruresr groups - includ
ing Ieftlst ones- and all shades of ancl-srare and insurgent
organisaoons wtlefier or nor, and in wtrar way fre Niger-

Nigeri a2Dl9: Hoping for another reprieve?
Eesent.and do dre same rhing(srmmafion of manife$oeE
iromiseE [es, frlse slairnr bftisr$ etc) fior rhe two currBnt
Ieadingpamiesvor will discevelfirq, &ar {ts-qrrr leadilg
parriesEr*remtselrriorsarealmthenroteadingpartis-
i n Elecfi ons z ots). rh e o nly di ffe ren ce is *ra r th A r positions
are nof,r renerse* thri zots ruIing parry ls now thn rnain op
pmirion parqr,while *rezors main omsi$onparry u now
Ihe ruIinsDarry. You will also dimurer- and this is *re hi*'
Dom r i n if,is se rcts e-tha r th ere is n o zu bmanuve diffe rerile
ben+,een rhe zots agregae ard Ehe 2ox) agregare. I shalt

tiesmay be called tarealf.
rh e parucipa u ng p ol i rical pa nie s can be rou ghly separarc d
inro dre follmvinggroups: dominant capiralist ruling class

pafieq proresringcapiralisr ruIing class panieg left-ofce*
tre populixpamie$ reformisrparties and teftist parries of
theegroups onlythe firsr*and rtrere are only wo parties in

Elecuons2org,
Rea&rsare inviced to a lighr menal enercise As inrroduc-

tion, I propose drat, for the worhng, roiling and poor
masses ofrhis counrry, aualirv of life in rhe last eishrvears
has progress:ively deiehbrardct ruow, go back ro Elec{ions
2oI5 an d c onsun cr an aggrqgare (rha r ig sr mm arion ) of- che
bnner carnpaign rnanifesroes a nd p romis - i ncl u din s I i€s
and propagan& . drhe nso hadini; poliucal parrief ,n-rhar
@nrcsc dte ruling Feople's Dernocra-rk Parry(PDP)and op
pasienAll rrogress,vesCongre*s (AIq Tfuin'renrrn ro die

rialisrn These pcliucal conjuncnrres produced Donald
rmmp (ameria)and Emmanuel tyiacron (nnnce), tlerween
dre u+'oWorld Wars similar polirical conjuncures prodtrced
edolf Hider. pulirical conitncrures cai nroducri 'anselt'
from *re blueq they can also p,roduce "devils" frrom hell]rut
non e lasrs for roo long They di sappear withour successoxs.
As in *repasr, rhe lessons of dre prcsent conjuncrurewill he
Iearnr bo *r at dr e cenrre (emerica a nd weste rn Eum pe) and
in rheperipheries (Nigeria, etc) o{$oQl cap_italism In Nrgs
ria fielesoruwill bemore criEcal forrhe t eft.whw Eeouse
ir is dre Nirerian Ieft rhar tvan$ to chanqe Niqeha for dre
benefft offrcrinx ofa decrtlent scial or&r. s

The cencral leson for the Niqerian Ieftwill not' as marw
would think, iszue from the ilecision ro Eke pait in eld-

roral politicsand in elections under the present sociopolir-
ical and corrsirudoral or der. fhe decisinn to mrUcifaG was
informed by hisrory, and rheq B rhe baline ol forces
global and nadonal Rather, the cenral lesson will issue
ftorn rhe narurc and character of the rarclurionarv Dro,
gramme and stratqgic orgBntrauonal frarmto* *ifuin its Present course.
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