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Nigeria 2019 Hopmgfor another reprieve?

presentand do the same thing {(summation of manifestoes,
By Edwin Madunagu Fromises, lies, false claims, beasts; etc) for the two current
N a couple of weeks Nigeria will begin another round of ear%mg aﬁe%giﬁ.gn‘fg;i% :h;:{ggdwnf leadl%% :
I neral elections. Thiscoming round of the fouryearly i.  Partesiortne R , lingparn
in Elections 2019. The only difference is that their positions

ual, re-started by Nigeria’s ruling class in 1999 w herald the S '
Fourth Republic, wi%? be different in at least two respects 3I€nOW rwersedi_gxeécls ruling party is now the main op-
from earlier ones. In the first place, the number of officially POSIUON pary,wilie '?12?31(5) g}am OPPOS’%‘O& - ‘Sgow
participating political parties and candidates will be very e ruling party. Youwtg " h ‘?cwet'ért’an s ‘é‘lﬁ: gh
much larger; and, in the second place, there are participat- gmtm S O oo L ey
ingpartiesand candidates thatare Leftist or socialist, andr:xam tween the 2015 aggregate and the 2019 aggregate. I shall
officially named and listed as such. recurn to this point and conclude wmi} it =7
However, only about five or six of the participating political Although the number of strong political parties is small
parties can actually be described, even by Nigeria's histori there are several serious presi gntxg], governorship and
cal standards, as ;]g{mcal parties. But they are officiallyrec-  legislative candidates -where by “serious” I mean possess-
.ognized and registered by the electoral agency assuch. Ocher '8 d‘:’,’l’f"? ,5.‘33?;153“‘ Wifd ,_%" 3 refpijmblipggttx{}a 5 i’?g i
pohtical formatons that had unsuccessfuliy appiied for SELVE ASCONG TN UG REL AN06L Al 108 STV
recognition and registrationare known-again, officially-as mg;iaéiiiﬁ %13; {2;‘%; {;fre‘:vaiagr p;}’elglu%lu%a;mﬁf: Helere ﬁ;
& b : i, > are: i : : olitical pa
olitical associations”. Formations that had not applied at latforms- both sets approved by the Nigerian state, The

simply do notexistin the eyes ofthe Nigerian state. In this e iy
last category fall several radle‘gal or protest groups - includ- ?ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁi@ggﬁ?gg g:llfétsgivgtﬂl tgkigmllgueﬁ
ing Lefttst ones - and all shades of antistate and insurgent in America and Western Eurdpe over the last cmipie (}Fyears.

organisations. Whether or not, and in what way the Niger-
ian state draws distinctions between them area%;ot lmo%fn. But the phenomenon cannot be regarded asa new stage or

We may provisionally designate the five orsix political par- 2 N€W tgnden?r or a new trend in global or “Western”™ his-
ties mentioned in the first sentence of this paragraphas Oy of hber;ll ifg’cmcyﬁa o -
“strong”. Others in the same league of official political par- ~ | PIOPOSe at what we have Seen DI are seeing in America

ties may be called “weak”. and Western Furope are products of political conjunctures
The participating political partiescan be roughly separated in the contemporary history of global capitalism and impe-
into the following groups: dominant capitalist ruling class rialism. Thesge political conjunctures produced Donald
parties; protesting capitalist ruling class parties; lefcofcen.  [TUmp(America)and Emmanuel Macron (France) Between
tre populist parties; reformist parties ané)a Leftist parties. Of the two World Wars similar political conjunctures produced
these groups onlythe first-and there are only two parties in
this group-has a chance of producing the president- unless

s e Bt Accilentocours. ADG, going by the M Asinthe past, the lessons of the present conjuncture will be

political alignments in the ruling class and the way mone = _
and state power are being deployed in the current 'pen'o&r learnt both at the centre (Americaand Western Europe)and
e b I'E’ in the current campaigns, the two parties, com i1 the peripheries(Nigeria, etc) of %lobal capitalism. In Nige-
ined, may take almost all the positions being contestedin @ thelessonswill be more critical for the Left. Why? Because
it is the Nigerian Left that wants to cha,rclée Nigeria for the
I.

Hmdénéigg}mwd toa light mental exercise. Asintroduc.  Penefitofvictims ofa decadent social or
' The central lesson for the Nigerian Left will not, as many

tion, I propose that, for the working, toiling and poor St = -
: : ey ; would think, issue from the decision to take partin elec-
masses of this country, quality of life in the last eight years toral politicsand in elections under the present sociopolir-

has progressively deteriorated. Now, go back to Elections : == e
2015 and constructan aggregate(that is, summation) of the icaland constitutional order. The decision to participate was

former campaign manifestoesand promises- includinglies informed by history, and then, by the balance of forces:
and propaganda - of the two leading political parties in that global and national. Rather, the central lesson will issue
contest the ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP)and op-  Tom the nature and character of the revolutionary pro-
position All Progressives Congress (APC). Then returntothe  £ramme and strategic organizational framework within

Adolf Hider. Political conjunctures can produce "anfels”
from the blues; they can also produce “devils” from hell. But
none lasts for oo long They disappear without successors.

which the decision to particégate was taken and putinto
effect- and, also, the tactical choices of forms of participa-
tion that were adopted.
put differently, but simply and concretely: s whatweare
seeing all that there is in the participating Leftist parties? —
Or, are they popular-democratic fronts of revolutionary for-
mations? fwhatwe are seeingisall that exists then the Left
ist parties will disappear and vanish after the 2019 elections
for which they were desitgned. Butif they are backed by rev-
olutionary formations, they will either not disappear atall
or will disappear but re-appear aslarger, strongerand more
revolutionary formations.
An important conclusion from the preceding paragraphs
is that Nigeria’s ruling class, asa ruling-class, has notbeen
able to produce aWinning party orawinni allianceofpar-
tesrhatcan oferthe people ol Nigeniaanwrhing new. Agon-
uine change - which, perhaps, is too late for Elections 2019 -
can thereforecome either from the Nigerian Leftorfroman
altiance of Leftist formations and genuinely reformist par-
tes-analliance inwhich the Leftexercisesideological hege-
meorny.
Fo?ydxe avoidance of doubt, by a genuine change Imean a
radical and tgwapu1.'-.11"~dernocra tic approach to the urgent
problemsofthe nation- problemsthatareknown by alland
seen by all except those%g members of the ruling class
that can be taught not by the inevitability of genuine
change, butbychangeitself. And, again, for the avoidance of
doubts, these problems can be summarized and grouped
into three: Massive class exploitation and state ro re-
sulting in grinding mass poverty and misery; elitist under-
standing and practice of *democracy”, moral degeneracy
and bankruptgovernance ideas on the part of Nigeria’srul
ing class; and the national question whose enormity and
complexity not only the ruling class but also many pro-
gressives and liberals-and even Leftists—do notappreciate.
The Left-alliance being advocated must be able to come for-
ward with a clear and credible declaration or manifesto
that frontally addresses these problems and offers the work-
ing, toiling, poor and suffering masses of Nigeria - in their
currentregional, ethnicand cultural divisions-something
genuinely new, concrete, immediate, unifying and hope-in-
s%i;ing in theirvarious soruggles thatarejustand genui
liberating. A tall order?Yes, a tall order. It is either thisc
lenge or you join the exploiting and oppressing social forces
or continue rodance amundﬁem— oping, like them, that
there will be another reprieve from an irreversible national
catastrophe thatwill surely come if the nation continues on
its present course.



