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Nigeriaas "Electio
t

n20lg"drawsnear
E Eirtr Mdrgl existence of "griading mess;roverty and.mlseqf. h is

;.rshourd be agreed that there are dirrerent ways or ap :iT,?Y#ffi1':i::Htffif:.tJr?":",:iT#.:[{Bi[;l
lprehen dlng and describing the situadon in Nigeria as yond corruption they blame the situation on the incor*
tfie country draws near'Elecdon 2ot9', thegeneralelec- p€tence, mlsmanagement, insensitiviry, neglect,
tions beginnlng on February 16,2or9. But I have chos€n, selfishness and shonsightedness ofrival political groups.
narura ly a;td unsurprisingly an angle and a perspectlve They completely lgnore tlass exploitation and ieduce
informedbythebuminginterestsofthewo*in&toiling'starerobbery'toonlycomrption.Butclassexploitation
and poor n tasses of the counrry This angle and this per- is rooted ln apolitlcal economy-capitalism-whose most
spectiw I believe, coincide with and describe the general effective lubricant is com:ption.And state robbery goes
posltion of the Nigerlan Left. By "general posirion', t beyond "high-proffte stealing" by state functionarles,
mean an ideo_logical - politlcal posit on to whlch €very whtch is punlshable bythe "lawof t}re state" towhat can
tendency of the movement wh.lch conslders itself both be described as 'armed robbery [rthe state,'itself.
Left and Nigerlan ought to subscribe.And,0nally and for Armed robbery by the state? Yes, armed robberyby the
the avoidanceofdoubt, readers are remlnded that bythe state. For when the state goes beyond its development
Nigerian I€ft I mean, in this hisorlcal period, the aggre plans, beyond its budgets, bryond its propaganda and
gate ofNigerian Marxlss, socialists and radical democ- itars mairiputating "discretionary powers'toseize what
rats - where aadical' carries its origlnd meaning "from belongs to ihe worldng and toiling masses and goes be
the roots'. ]lond lies, blaclanail and bribery and begins to tf,reaten
The Nigerian sltuadon as we approach "Electlons 2019" brotests with "Iaw and order'measures- of whlch lt has

can be sketched around five issues. Three of these are Iegal monopoly-what do],ou call thts?
lproblems of Nigeria" as summarized in my last pub trtigerlat niltnlclass, as a ilass, can:s littleabotrtdemoc-. Iished piece, Nigeda 2ol9: Hoping for another reprieve? racy orits histo$4lhe dodrine to wbich lt Siibsoibes says
Uanuary J, zotsi. ille iourth- issue may be called rhe thit "democraqf oiriy cagne to Nigeria zu years ago, in
'poweroflncumbeng/.Thefffthlstheproblemofthe lggg,6atOenrslperiiairlitsloun?hfe,(r99gzo1s),iras

Theproblemof the Nigerian Ieft forces iself lnto this ex- PDP-was-succided in zbu by the Al rrogrdsiives''con-
errlse on iccount of its critical importancaThls impor- -- 

sitss (APc). The legacy of thai trst period-is a dominant
tancecan beexpressed asaproposition:Both!h€suiivival zublectof ttre presenicampaignTlie manner of the zot5
of Nigeria as a united country, de facto-and de jure, and trarisfer of tro:wer, though'an'important sublect, seems
$9 conqete posfttrae transfo_lmatio'n of qualityof Iife in m have beeir stepfea aoinn Uymirtual conseirt, asazub
itdepend, in the lmmediat6future,on whattheNigerian Je€q byall hcdoriiof the nrtn!dassRrsrtng iiwil hurt
Irftdoes-wldrtn and ouside-electoral politlcslheNiger- ill facfoonstheirtheoryandlistoryof par[organizh-
ianleft?Yes, the Nigerian Left - its curient fraaiousnls uon stirt aoa 

""a 
*t*'ppp, epc, other rullng class Dar-

--and factlonalism noturithstanding There ls simply no ties of the Fourth Republii and the inspiritions tiev
gtherlistougally-determined sociopolitical force io-per- claim they derive froir ruling class parties of emerici

,3ff"H,:,:tted above, r summarized the **rree prob Tfly,t$Hfr?':,Hs, as a class, does not see rhe comrng
lerns of Nigeria' as: 'Massive class oeloitation and-state ele&ons simpiy as i srnrggle benaeen apc, poi i";
roblery resulting in grindingmass poverty and,misery other partictpiting panies-futher,lt sees the iontest as
elidstunderstandingand practiceof "democragl, moral a batrlie invol'vingfii ruIngclass'two powerblocs and;
depneracy a?f bankruptgorernance ideas on the part number of poliiical forcei. These blocs and forces are
ofNigeria's ruJingclass; and thenational questionwh-ose seen as esseitiallyethnic, regional and religious put dif-
enormity and complexity not only the ruling class but ferendy, Nigeria'iruIng clais does notseeifg forand
also many progressives and liberals - and even Leftiss - other rulin! dass partils as &e highest political orpres
do not appreciare". These three pmbleqs- wt!,-lelory be sions of thelr dasi. natheq, it considers ihe power 6locs
akenupandbrieflyopandedrhiswillbefollowedby andpoliticalforcesashighirpolitical&frer'sio*.irpo
brlefsaternenrontheothertwoissues. canioreasilyapprehendmyus"or.poGiUrooi"a'po
All_segments and factions of Nigeriat ruling dass - di- litical forcej", irirt at *re f6rmatiois described b,v the

rectlyand through theirideologues -acknowledge the Nige'rian media as "socio<uliuial;;i.di"p"tid;i;

Arewa Consultatlve Forum (ACFI Northern Elders Fonrm
(NEF), Afenifere, Ohanaeze, MiddleBelt Forum, etc
To examine my proposition, it is sufficient, for a start, to

check out the current debate within the ruling class,
through leading partyand government functionaries and
spokespersons of the socio<ultural and sociopoltdcal
groups on the movement of Nigeria's presidency tn 2023.
You will see that from time to time these functionaries and
spokespersons are compelled - for the avoidance of doubt
- to come out openly on the ethnic, regional - and eryen and
religious - dimensions of the struggle which the fracrions
and factions of thelr ctass are currentlywaglng
ln response to this debate and the reallty informing igtbe

taskof the Nigerian Icft is twefold:
One: To resist closing its eyes to reality(whatNigeria ls te

day) and seeing only its hopes for the fuRrre.
Two: To come out clearly with its own position - and not to
"moderate' the debateor support one side or anottreq or
dismiss the debate as irrelenant or, worst of all, pretend not
to heartlie debate. It is in respect of this seco;ra mskthatl
femind readers of the political proposirion I have been of-
fering for at least 25 years and which has currently i$-
sumed the narne, Populardemocratic restructuring or
Resmrcnrring uritiEr popuiar<iemocftrcy.
Some Leftist parties are particlpadng in the comingelec-

tions. Some others are not pardcipating because ttrey are
still consolidatingYet others are not pardcipartng either
because theywere refused registration or have not applied
for registration. And then, there are formations b-t the
Nigerian Ieft that ideologlcally and politicallyrelect regie
tration as a condidon for participating in politiml-sEug-
gle.Although the result of all these tsthe current$lathrety
small specific wetght of the Nigerian Left in electoral poll
tics, the situation we now have is a step forward beyond

the formation of newne)$ qualitative srep is not
groups, or renewed attempts to register those

a lready in existence, but the establishment of a centre
coordination, education, research,
tation and pu
In general the of state power during elections by
a group orgloups participating in the contestor partisanly
interested in who wins, is a factor in that contesL This is
what is popularly called "power of incurnbenqf. But the
relative weight of this factorvaries from place to place, pe
riod to period and sysrem to qystem. Even within the same
space, the same system and the same period, the weight
varies from regime to regime. What is obvious now is that
the "powerof incumbenry" in "Election zotg'isvery much
stronger than it was in "Election 2015", and perhaps
strongest since "Election 1999".
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