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T ;uirczfg—:gtieastmreé may beconsidered central inthe history
and politics of revolutionary socialist str

 thantorake deﬁmtwegomonsz’«ndishaﬁ attemptroserve
this primary interest by providing information, clarifica-
* tions and reminders. I shall also recall significant insights.

ments of the discussions. ButI shallnotat
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‘tempt to moderate the discussions that had already taken
- place or those thatare continuing.

8f5rms of state in the transition to socialism,”and the third
of aMarxistora revolutionary socialist

is the “identification.
 inacapialistcouna
- rtogether, relate to.

ossible directions of movement Beyond these

- arethe speczgc

the transition tosocialisn: The name

- himself tothe form of state in the fransition to Marxia so-
- cialism {or scientific socialism) is “dictatorship of the pro-

~ letariat”. Socialist itself, as we know, would have no need

of s@te, as state. -That was the classical formulation in the

second halfofthe 19% century. Since then world history and

“the concrete experiences of global socialist revolution have.

led to several other formulations forged by revolutionary
socialists in the midst of struggle: dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and the peasantrg; oples democracy; popular
democracy; stateof thew ol‘e)e people;et. Inoneofthedis-
cussions during Elections 2019 “developmental state” came
up asa possible form of state for transition to socialism. In-
formation available to me is that developmental state is “a
termused lgr international politicaleconomy scholarstore-
fer to the phenomenon of state-led macroeconomic plan-
ning in East Asia inthe twentieth century.” . - - ,
~ Twoimportant points can be raised toadvance this discus-
sion. The first hasto do with the functions of the state -un-
der capitalism. These functions, following Emest Mande]?
can be summarized under three categories: “provision o
those general conditionsof production which cannot be as-

| = .. suredbythe privateactivities of the members of the domi-
~ pantclass; repression of any threat o the prevailing mode
"HE 2019 general elections grovoked undeclaredandun . of production froim thedomi )
o discus debates in the Nigerian Left. |
" Ofthevariousthemesthat can bearticulated fromthesean: -
- es of opinions- some of which are contin- s nains that of
h “late Capitalism ) What
g’gle in Nigera.
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Pfohtzcsand political formations;” the second can be tided

i hkeNl em"ﬂieﬂ}r@e themes, takgn 5
ate to the fundamental general need of the
Left fo understand the society it wishes fo rans.

- NigerianLe " Nigerian Socialist Movernent, especially
- formandits

needs of organization-building, tactics,strat-  therthatithasne
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T egy ajl;ances,mamfesroesand platonms: g =8 s

iven by Karl Marx ~ .
“ Progressives Congress(APC)in 2013 and, inparticular, since -
“lits victory'it Nigeria's presidential election of 2035, com--
- parison between this ruling class party and the Peoples nited O Al 3 B Bl
: it dafeated - Generally,once ina political systemwe identifyand desig-

X jon fro nated classes or particularsec: -
tions of the dominant classes; and integration of thedom-
inated classes, to ensure that the ruling ideology of the

v rAMAINS the ruling class.. " (EmestMandel
changes would these functions un-
socialism? Thesecond pointisthat

sociefy remairs that of

“dergo in the transition tosocalism? Tt -
the critical question for anytransition is that of class powe,
- that'is, the dominant dass character of the coalition of

- forces fn power and the direction the transition is moving

- and seen fo be moving under this coalition.

~ Onthe identification of a Marxist A Nigerian Marist fe-
cently offered thefollowing propositict:

“And, if I mayadd,

is, your praxis. And more importantly, in a capitalist society, -
“whatmakes you a socialist or a Marxistis not your placein .
_the modeof production-thatis, whether worker,academic,
petty-bourgeois, eic. but essentially your convictions, your -
politics, your political action .. TThis isanold issue in the.

erian 5o in the Marxist sub-

roup. That it i$again being debated now simplymeansek
rthat ithasnot beenresolved or that ithasassumed few

 On the classification of politics: Since the emergence of All

Democratic Party (PDP) - the ruling class party
-and supplanted - has remained on the agenda of the Niger-—
ian Left. And, of course, the two parties have remained the
dominant (capitalist) ruling class parties in Nigeria. This
comparison logically and expectedly came up and re-
maineda point of discussion throughout Eections2019.At
a point a prominent Nigerian Marxist decided totelescope
the discussion with two suggestions:one, that whatthe two
ruling class parties -APCand PDP-haveincommon ismore
than whatdivides them: and two: that APCis a Centre-Right
party while PDP is a Right Party. In other words, the two

* dominant ruling class {capitalist) parties - APC and PDP -

though similarin several respects,are notthe same. Tomiss
this point, the Marxist insists, is t0 miss the critical differ-
ence between the Right and the CentreRight {orRight of
Centre) in politics. What follows is offered to assist the ex-
pansion of discussions of this important subject.

The term, Left, in politics is believed to have originated in

. the revolution (1789-1894) that put an end

thatof classpower, - describea political party,

- governmental) that is popular-democ

- where you work oream alivingisn'twhatmakeSyouazev. - New ternis are introduced in the scien
~ olutionary. Whatmakes yot arevolutionary Is yoUr convic - -

absolutist order in that country. The term. :
revolutionary assembly to identify the radicals who v
seated to the leftof the gfesldlggoﬁffﬁmday th
used, notonly in France, butall overthe world. And
not only to refer to or describe the more

sive or socialistic wing of a 3‘3§15i3'3" :

plai
a political Systélii.ni}‘aﬁmglié policy {

desi

_gressive or socxahanmmncalb*andiogxcalht th
- of the whole after the identification or

Leftbecame the Rightand what | may
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things o

either tocapture the emergence of new i

ot phe-

own to be simila

‘nomena that are now known to be Similar of to.
“developed similarities in some vital respects, or to differen-
‘tiate elements in phenomena orthingsthathad previously
been thought to be homogeneous. Inother words,we have .
new terms when new things and phenomena emeige, -
through the procéss of combination and association and

through the process of differentiation and separation. This
is the situation in the particular system of classificationof
~politics under discussion. But vifst%a_e LeftRight differentia-
tion in politics originated in revolutionary France, its fur
ther -sub-differentiation has’ been and is stull being
- spearheaded in the United Statesof America. = &~

_ nate the 1eft, we can 2asily define the Right;and fromthe
‘LefeRight political spectrum, we can easily construct the -
Cenrre (the old “Ambivalent”). Having established the Left,
the Rightand the Centre, itisan elementary exercise toar-
ticulate “intermediate” positions between the Centre and
the Left and between the Centre and the Right. These “inx
termediate” positions are designated Left-ofCentre and
Right-of-Centre respectively. The former “leans to the left-
wing, butcloser to the centre than other leftwing politics,”
while the larter “leans to the right but closer to the centre
than other rightwing politics.” The Far-Left “is located fur-
theér on the Left of the Left-Right political spectrum,” while
the Far-Right is similarly located furthier on the Right. But
speaking personally,would confess that oncewe beginto
further subdivide the Left-Centre-Right spectrum in Nige-

rial also begin to have sericus problems! N
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