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Leftists on"tribalism" T0years agoa
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' .rtesas roldby Richa rd Sklar in frie strdons rde of nrbaltsm and rwttaltze the NCI\Id. f*s and
ByEfrlnMaAmqSt "Ihe lbo and Yoruba nauonaliry mov* (Sldar; page za) The

cal drive'induded
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and ralltes organtzed by theZikisrMove
ment in Lagoi between october and No
vember, lgIB. Prominent among thern

- were the leaure,%all forrenoludon",d+
livered ly,Osioa.Svuna and chaired S
en&ogy mahoro fu octobera and oA call'$,r 

positme {ffioB}dellved by }lebib Raii
*Mallah u days tateq olt Norrember 1 rses.
osira 4gr,uuna's lecurg was essen aally a

call. fcr rebellion againsr ttre colonial
power. He asked *e people s to stop pay-
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ingux to *re colonial gwernment and
ro the-t*c.r*c which he d+srar-rpaying ir

scribed as *re new ukople's Itovlsional

t of *re mov+

was-a-nhee ckizen of trtig+

donf. FIe reieratedAgwuna's cmcial pro
posal,
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don over He was arrsted and
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rrcnrions with ths weaoons ard
were araila&. And rhlese urere fur
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a'vrrted an ethnic war!
nccording to sklar,,{Mallah refused to err
rcr a plea and was pfled [or two y€arsAg-
wuna challenged *re authofity d rtr
colonial cour tory hfirr Heunspiled fu
dree years. Enahoro was falled for Sx
months oged
Macauley (rhe son of tlerbert Macauley)
ad Fred Aryiam wer€ eadr Jalhd fr a
year. Nduka Eze was acquftd. [Ie was
ilpreafter appoined b/ die Exrrerrnnr &!
rt forebada [ah, fte pihd prestdenc trss
dran ayear 6lareq in ryo/€mbflgCql€fr"
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fromwhat ts arrailable. The devel'
a coherent and consistenr rerslu

tbnary resporuie to contemporary ethnk or
'dentiqf pglidcs ts whar b required d rhe
pie*nrgenra{oa of dre Nigerran Left"

t
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tlcku.ttnannd to

most pardcularly, the 6page section the
ziHsr Mrrrernent (u+*r9so)". and before
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Iniugurated in Lagcs tn FebruarJ{ 1946, *E
Zikisr moryement became a nationwide or-
ganizarion within n{royears lrs lead€rship in
tidlft trrluded tcolait'ole salogun ( trs fi rst
presi dent} Mo{Aiu lu chuh,tru,
ebbdun Aloba, Nduka Ezg rlabib n4i eb
dallah osita4gwun4 olled uacauley, Mok-
wryo okryg etc. The Ex,vement hrroally
ptxd dr.ltclq Dotasa!,outh wing but as
a group memDer.
fhen carrc rhe la* quaner of tg4*, a mt>

mentous 3- montr perlod ln rtle htstory o[
miliant natbnallsrn in Nigeria In hb narril
rlvq sHar sair* 'trr t9{8 teadffi of rh€ Zilds

lincal dril/e
dedded drar a rardutionary po
was required ro srcm dte risirry


