iz
{,/;
5

¥ Guardian Nigeria | GuardianNigeria @ osiasaro«a (7} Guardiannigeria =22 Guardian

} -
51| 2015

Nigeria - 00264288

www.guardian.ng

Lessons of Nigeria’s elections 2019

By Edwin Madunagu

E lessons of Nigeria's Elections 2019 towhich Irefer here
are not abstractlessons-in-general or lessons-for-all-time
but concrete lessons that emerged for the use of politicaf
forces on the Nigerian Left that see the urgent need of re-
dedication to the great cause and arduous task of building
people’s power, popular democracy, People’s national unity
and socialism in Nigeria. For all tendencies and segments
of the Nigerian Left, this four-point platform shoulid be in-
tegral, that is, inseparable into its components. And for
Marxists, this unbreakable non-linear chain should bea con-

scious ideological and political choice. ‘
I consider the exercise of drawing strong and usable les-
sons both necessary and urgent after the tragic, depressing

and demoralizing events of February and March 2019 -
events that we called general elections. But whatever name

theevents are officially given in the nation’s political history,

Elections 2019 was a massive demonstration of decadence,

philistinism and neofascism on the part of Nigeria's ruling

ciass as a ruling ciass. Beyond this, and of greater impor-
tance, Elections 2019 was a call on the Nigerian Left to be
more creative and audacious in mobilizing truly progres-
sive forces to save the Nigerian masses from the current vi-
cious circle - trajectory which Nigeria's ruling class has
imposed on the nation. There is simply no other political
force in Nigeria that can reprieve Nigeria as a united coun-
ay. - |
Aspects of Nigeria's Elections 2019 from which significant
lessons ought to be drawn by the Nigerian Left would in-
clude: critical numbers and figures released over the last
couple of months - before, during and after the elections
themselves - by the Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC); current quality of electoral politics and elec-
tions in Nigeria; the array of political forces in the electoral
combat; “power of incumbency;” platforms and strategies
of the dominant political parties, coalitionsand candidates;
contradictions between segments of the dominant politi-
cal parties and thecentral ]eader.shi})sand candidates of the
Farties; the new ethnic or “identity” politics; variants of po-
itical mobilization (from popular-democratic, to populist,
to neofascist); and reports and conclusions of election ob-

Servers. : x '

This listis, of course, notexhaustive. Theelementsare over-
lapping and have not been listed in any scrict logical order.
since each of these elements deserves at least one full essay,
what ] can do in the remaining part of this particular piece
is to continue the introduction to the entire subject.

According tothe United Nations and Nigeria’s National Pop-
ulation Council, the population of Nigeriaisnowabout 200
million. The national median age, that is, the age which di-
vides this population into two equal parts - one half above
the age, and the other half below it- isabout 18 years. This, co-
incié%ental ly, is the minimum voting age. The implication is
that about 100 million Nigerians are of voting age. Of this
number, the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC)told us that about 84 million originally registered for
Elections 2019. We were also told that 72.8 million of this
number collected their Permanent Voters Cards (PVGCs),
while 11.2 million did not. Finally, only about 35 per cent of
those that collected their PVCs actually voted in the Presi-
dential and National Assembly elections of February23,2019.
This was reported to be one of the lowest voterturnoutsin

the Governorship and state Houses of Assembly elections of
March9and 23. . o

The two leading ruling class parties - the All Progressives
Congress (APC) and the People's Demociatic Party (PBP) -
dominated all levels of the elections including the presi
dential contest. And not lessthan 65 registered political par-
ties participated imthe election, including the presidential
contest. President Muhammadu Buhari of APC won the pres-
idential contest with 15.1 million votes while Alhaji Atiku
Abubakar, the presidential candidate of PDE, had 11.07 mil-
lion votes. All the other presidential contestants had rela-
tively insignificant numbers of votes. But this result was by
no means a definitive statement on these other candidates
orthe qualitiesof their political formations. Whatever their

~ individual weaknesses, as political formations and as can-

didates, the capitalist social erder and the political system
adopted by the current set of rulers had cynically, but es-
sentially excluded them from the electoral competition ab
inito, While the electoral system and regulations endorsed
this exclusion, the contest as a whole was a confirmation
that no serious mistake was made.

The official results of the contests showed that while Presi-
dent Buhari of APC was stronger in Northwestern, North-
eastern, Northcentral and Southwestern geopolitical zones,
Afhagé\tﬂm of the PDP was stronger in the Southsouth and -
Southeast as well as the Federal Capital Territory (FCT),Abuja.
This distribution of electoral strength across the country
was roughly repeated at the other levels of the general elec-
tions: Senate, House of Representatives, state Governors,
state Houses of Assembly and KT Municipal Government.

1tis, however, crucial to remember that almost all theresults

decided and announced by INECare notonlyinpolitical dis-

ute but also in legal contestation. Beyond that, it can be
safely said that Elections 2019 does not em? even a mini
mum level of public credibility-asa freean:

metaphorically,asa “war by some other means.” [kwasawar
literally. However, unlike in modern wars where there are
international “rules of engagement” which are binding,en-
forceable and sanctionable, Elections 2019 was a historical
“throwback” in the manner weapons of death and destruc
tion were openly and freely deployed by private political
thugsontheone hand and armed agents of the state on the
other. In some instances, it was possible to distinguish be-
tween the tweo armed formations - by what they wore:
armed agents of the state wore uniforms while thugs were
, in “mufti” But in other instances itwas simply impossible to
contemporary Africal The voter turnout waseven lower in  make such distinctions since thugs often wore military unk
forms in “battles of deception” while armed agents of the
state, for the same reasons of concealment and deception,
went to bartle in *mufti”. To further confuse the situation it
would appear that in Elections 2019 the power {0 deYloy
armed agents of the state was decentralized and devolved
not only to lower levels of authority in the armed institu-

tions but also to senior politicians.

electoral democracy” or“lowsintensity electoral democracy”
as follows: We begin b?l completely ignoring the material -
conditions of the peop |
produce their material lives). We nextaliowthatany type of
campaign message, including outright lies, but short of
“hate speeches,” can be delivered to the people withouthine
drance. Let us furthermore ignore the national literacy level;
and finally let us ignore the voter turnout, that is, the frac-
tionof the electorate that comes out to vote. However, let us

fair exercise.
Nigeria's Elections 2019 cannot just be described,
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Now, letus adopt and re-define the concept of “minimum

e{thatis, how the massesliveand re-

ensure thatvotersor intending voters are notobstructed or
coerced or intimidated at any point in the voting process;
thatvotes are not bought at the polling centres, but can be
boughrtat“safe” distances; thatevery vote counts and there

isno“rigging” atany pointin the voting process;and finally
thatthe simple Euclidean rules of arithmeticare o in
the examination, counting and collation of votes. Then it

can be said that we have attained “minimum electoral
democracy” or “low-intensity electoral democracy”

The things that are excluded in this descriptive definition
are actuaily among the indices that the political Left, in-
cluding the Nigerian Left, attaches much weight in the ap-
preciaton of efectoral democracy. But we can see that even
with this exclusion, Elections 2019 shows that Nigeria is far

away from electoral democracy of the lowest| |
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