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lessons of Nigeria's elections 2019
ByEdrfrr-tl*magr
'rHE lessons of rvigeria's Elections 2or9 rowh ich I refer here
I a re n ot a bstna ctlesson s i rrse ne ral or lesso n sfor.al l ti nrp

bu r conc rere I essons rha t &%-fiil ffi iIr" il; ;i pdtiiil'l
forces on the Nigerian tpft rtr,at-see rhe urgent neid of re
dedication ro thdgreat cause and arduous iask of bujlding
pegple's poweq polnrlar democracy, People's national uniry
ind-sociilism in Niseria. For all rendenties and sesnrenrs
of rhe Nigerian trftihis f-our-poinr pladornr shoul? be in-
regrat rffit is, inseparable into its conrponents. And for
rtixists, this unbrealcable no+linearchain should bea con-
scious ideological and polirical choice.
I consider tlie exercisi of drawing $rong and usable les-

sons bodr necessary and urgent afterrhe rragig depressing
and dernoralizing evpnts of February andMarch aorg -
events rharwe callEdgeneral elecrions. nurwharever narne
rh e eyenrs are oftciilllygrven in dte lra rion's polirical history
Elections 2otgues a rnassirre demonsrrarion of decadence,
philisrinism and neofascism on rhe parT of rvigeria's ruhng
iiass as a ruling ciass. Beyondtiris,ind of grearer impoF
tance, Elecrions 2otgwas a call on rhe Nigfrian t-eft ro be
more creariye and audacious in mobilizing rn:fu progres-
sive forces tosave the Nigrrian nrasses frorrirheiurrefrrvi
cious circle - traiecrory whiclr Nigeria's ruling class has
imposed on rhe nadon. fiiere ts simply no orhEr polirical
forte in Nigeria thar can repriare Nigbda as a unired cou n-

Accordingtottre United Nadons and Nigeria's Natbnal hp
u la tio n Co-un cil, th e p opu lati on of Nige ria i s now about 2o o
million. The nationat median ase, ttfit is, the age which di-
rrides this population into nro ftual parts * on-C half abow
rtre agre. and the odrer half belou, tt- is about 18 yeans.fhts, cG
irrifentalty, is the minimum rroting age. The irnplicarign is
that aboutibo million Nigeri;rrs aIrc 6f t'oting ig* Of this
nurnberi Sre Indqpendenf National Electoral Commission
( INEC ) to Id us th at'abo ut 84 rn ill ion origl nally registered for
bleaions 2o19. 14,t rtrere also told trafZs inillion of this
number collerted thsir Permanent VoterS Cards (PVCs),
n{rile lI2 rnillion did nffi" Fin*llv. srh about 35 mr cent of
those that collected their fYCs actrntly voted tn the [tesi-
dential an d NatlcnalAssemb$ eleoctions of febnrary2! 2019.
This $ras reported s b€ one of tfie trosest loteFturnouts in
contemoomry Africal the rrctef turnsut tvas e\&n tower in
the C wernor5htp and state llcuses ofAsssrrbly eleEtior,s of
March g and al.

serve15.

The rh,o leading ruling class prrties - the AIl Progressires
Congrex {AI{} inC the Prople's S.rmocritic ?arty (ftrF) -
dom-inated aII levels of the elections including the prsF
de ntial contest. An d nat le ss tha n 65 re gi ste red po tit ical p ar-
ties participatd in-the electioq including fhe presidential
{oiltest. f,YestdenrMuhamrnadu Buhari of AI{ \von the pres
idential contest with t5.n millian votes while Alhait litittu
Abubakaq the presidential ca*didah of pDg had u.o7 rnil-
lisn rrotes. AII the other presid enttal contestants had rela-
tirrely insignitieanf nurn8ers of votes. Butthis result was by
no nle.rns a definifive stfiternent $n ttrtse other candidatrs

that no serious mistal(e \ryas rnade.
The offrcial results of the contests shonred *ratwhile Presi-

dent Buhari o{AI{ was stronger irr NorthrA,esterrx. North-
eastern, Northcentml and Sourhn estem gecpolitical zones,
Alhait Atiku of'the PDP t$;$ stron.ger in rliesouttsorrtr and
fu utleast as rte I I as t he ttde ral Capr u I ferritory (FCI} Abuia.
This distribution of electoral srrength acros the country
was roughly repeated at the mher kwls of the germral elm-
tions: senatr, House of Rnpresentatives, s0ate crovernors,
state Houses of Assembly and FCT Municiprl GovernmenL
It is, howsrel cnrcial to remernber that almostall Srerezuls
decid$l and announcud byINECare potonlyinpolitical db

rvould aDpear rirat in Elecrions 2otg the potivet to deploy
anned agenrs of the smte was decenrralized and devolveil
not onl1,-to lower levels of autbrority in the arnrd insriur'
rians but also to senior noliticians
Nora.r,let usadopt and i*define the concept of unrinimum

electorai demociaclp or "lo\,\"il)rensi g electoral democracyn
as follorvs: We begin W cotnpletely ignoring the nrateri.'al
canditions of tlre people (thaf is.hors, ihe ma*es ltve and r+
produce their material liveslWe nextallourthatany type of
campaign nressaEe, including outriehr lies, but strort of*hatE sfiechequ ci'n be deli,"erEd to thE peoplbrvi*rurr hin
drance. lrt us funhermore ignore the narionalliteraay level;
and fqrqtly lec us ignore thivorer tumor.tt, thar is, rtie frac-
riono[ the elecrorate that comes outtovote. Horvever,let us
ersu re tharvoters or intendingvotem are notobsrmctedot
coerced or intimidated at a4flpoint in dne voting process;
thatvotes are_not botrghrar the polltngcenffeq 6lirgan be
boughrar "safen dismri'ces; rhar*ery vdte counis and there
is no {rtggingn atany pninr in rhevotingprocesqang finally
thatthe simple Euclidean ruIes of arirhme$c are obeu€d in
the examinirion, counting and collation oftores tlren tt
can be said rhar we havdauained "minimum demonl

This tsris, ofcourse, notexha usfi!.e. The elemenEsare over-
lapping and hare nor been lisred in any srricr logrcal order.
Si nce eac h of *rese elenr en rs dese rves 5 r least oru fu ll essay
wharlcando in rhe renrainingpamof this pamicular piece
is ro conrinue rhe inrroduction to the enrire su $ect
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orthe fo nna tio rx. Whatew r the tr
fbrm.rtions and as can-


