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Critique of abstratr politics
It was not rhar organisadons ard endenoes of dre luger

ian t eft were nfi connrted wr'th ttre rnasses or the gras+SEhlnl&ilruAr
A BCxrT the mtddle of rsatr the ten&ncy to which t be

flonged tn Nigeria'suaoairrcft mer sorirenrhere on rhe
campus of rheJo[Der Uru\rersity of lfe, nont Obafemi
Awolowo Universiry, fle tfe. We mer to rEriew CIrr pR>
gnrrme an4 n particuhq, ro discus what I may n@Yardc-
[lareas'absriactionisn'iD rhe national platforms of r]rc
Nig€rian Left.And wlrardo I mean by'abmracioflBm', a
te;n ln whtch, I faaq I rnay nc*t, hane 6mbedded unrelated
"amibutes ? Iet me reca II th e driarnatic pro ced ure used by
tre mmrade n/ho inooduced ilr e srbiect
Ttre comrade produced a currenE dnft prcgnnlme in dre

Nigerian teft and asH ftepresi,chngcornrade to subscinrte
IGma or Ghana orCamermn br Nigir evervwtlere ttte ht-
reripearedin*redanrmenrrhefresidfigfunradedrose
rceny4 and we qpent some sirne doingdre subminrdon To
ant rhis lonq inuoductoru storv short tre 'hsrr" oru
gnmme obfired after&e iirnpldsuktitiruon of rhe rford
't(enya fq.rfte l1qr1d lr[gerfarrxrtql pass ftrag+od,eren bri}
iiantpr,rgnirurne frrtire (en1au tefr tnoilrerwordg ftffi
was alrnox notlingspectffc ro l.tgeria in the origlnal pro
gramme meant for Nigeria I
afterftis hnarrnupf exerris,wenscuied to convince our

selres, firsc duc rlfrspnamice of nniung absuacq norr'n+
tion qpedfic' or lsupria-nafion' programnles and
maniesmes ofsuugle againsrcapnalisr&imperialism and
dtrtatorship and Frwoikerd poweq, poputar democrry
andscialisrn unswidesprsd in rhe Nigsrian le$and so
ondllr rha t our tendency was not guilty of *re error * har
irry; i-n pnaaicg abandoned ir a dside earlierin rhe locatiry
where *e were holdingrhat meeurg: what bllonred wag of
course, the imperative; [o decide and prepare to wage a
sqrggie against tre pracrice dwribed above, rhe prrcdce I
nos call iab$racrimisfiL't
One Dardcularelement of rhis erffisae€d srude eainsr
'absrfamionisno rras drertrriung of a 6d< ro titir*il'rte
(tln)Uaking of Nlgeria" (oI tn-full Ttre making and urr
maloqgof Mgsrta}. It was to be a sag*fu6tage amung a
oltical and Sf{tdcal account of whar had been a condrr
uous hisorical proaess tte simulaneous buiHiry and
wreckim ofnnrerta and dle sodal brm resmnsibh ttrdre
building-and fios respnsible fortle nnchng of rhe n*
d st- Ihis wanld be fC loure{ ofcanre, by hor., dre tuilding
suuggh'urculd @ndnue mse orcrerdy Forsseral re+
sonq &is nntUng proiecr dtd nor com€ our dre w"y rr€
phnned is lrsoead ofa $ngle @mprehen$ve group p-uHt
cadon, what we had were stngbauthor lnternal merm, ar-
&, olhcuors of essays an? mrregnptu.

and gvrng thsm rorolutlonary and populardemrratlc
contenB and torms.
Xecently, I r*Gganised rry current pmiEon on ktmG

urrinf,f #ound f,ve 'cluste# of ia.as. r *rall corrclude thrs
pieceivttr an oudine of ttre'clusrcrf.Thetirsrrdusref of
tdeas I called 4tre lmpmsbilky of ftrure) ethnrc seperauon
ln Nigeria'. S dris I mean tpr Nigerra cannor break or seP
aratg"pecefutly orviotendy, donE pur. edrnic lines orelrctr
along neargure ettrrlc lines And by lure ethntc hnes' I
rnean wltho{rt crelthg nqv enddes wltr s[ntffcant rnapr-
ityJminority dichcomies
tte seconil uduser, of ideas,telaes tochsstoclass red*

*lFlimitingprorcs{

mrhe

donsof ia urn andpuuirgdrem on dre agenda of national
ndiucal discu.rse. debare or$msde"'Fortre 

arrrxdance bfdcilb[, by coffiee and signifunr n+
uonal polimd quesrions here t rrean quesions direcdy re
hred to the issue of political porfleq dre epnrre of sure
porfer - and no r $ mply trose irerman e nr ion omk, dass
and popular-demrracic smrggles (lile srtrgglc wer
wages,employmenq prkes, hufiran righq sutre abuse, so
dal welftre seofity etc)&at dre left-mu$ pennanendy
urage tobe a& torccogilz€and deftre iEelfas Ieftandbe
so defined ad recqnlzed U ta prirDary consuendes
and dre nadorL Omenrnarional pt{iuol -Ere*isrswoulC

irrlude what is nowknmvn as trewtrruringl. Relared m iq
ad p€rtups hi$orically issuing from te saEE campa[r1
was itre ca0 bra trarbrial con6rence" and laer'sor&efu
na&nalon&rerre'orS}IC
Wharisarpres€nr ernbarrasslng p mqas a txltroo]oung
nnember oI *re Nigerian IsE ls thil silveral Lefttsrs ncv
rnale t sqrd as if 're*rmuring! and rsmerr{gn na$nal
cm.ference'lyere autonormus brmuhdms from dre
t{lgeri:rn ngbr Of course, rpc Ffr the orlgns of trese mo
campaigrs, I irndr€ inreremd persns rs reardr tre prtnr
rnsdia d dre eadv r99 os. sudt persqrswill disryer tri rde
Pla!€d by fte M!,'erun Irft in'fomruhing dre ca*paigrrs

ship will abo be hr e months.Inthisway, in a pilesi&ntial
Enure of a years,a corndl memberwouldhave rcted as
tread for 8 mon*rs and avre*red for g rnonths
"ttp fo,urth duser of rd€as ts fte creaffin of a lerrel of gwer-
nance betov dre prent hcal governulent murcil ThB I
call the'communiqf or tre "neighbCI,uhood'tnthe fifth
and ftnal dusrerof-tdeas:Nigeria-will rematn a &rial r*
Fbliq the currenr prhdpks of cltEenstripr,ftrndamentat
hurnan rtqhts and orlnctoles of scarc oolis wtll be err
hanced; *r1 re&rat asernrnentwill grie upi srbmanral
fracusr of ts crrrent approprhmnm dre $ates and bcal

ln *te fpreseeable

and hias to tre

rer^*--L-ltatr r!E innefe
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