Ng

www.guardian

%Guardian Nigeria  fGuardianNigeria £ cesswroea - @Guardiannigcria = > 2 Guardian Nigeria - CO02642080

Looking again at “revolution”

tion,” but a "revolution ogposing a former
oneorreversing its results . Acoupd'etat,on

the other hand,ismuch easier to define: itis

a “sudden, ﬂleg;al and often violent change

of government.

We are now strengthened to make the fol-
lowing two points: First, missing from the
or lack of patriotism. The type of rehabilita-  various definitions of *“revolution” and

tion that “revolution” now enjoys reminds “coupd’etat” isa categorical inclusion of the

-me of the euphoric celebration of “new element of violence. Put directdy: though

democracy” inthelastdecade of the20®cen-  most of the revolutions and coups d'etat
tury, allegedly following the collapse of Com+  that modern history has so far recorded
munist Party-led governments in Eastern came with violence, the latter is not an es-

Europe and the disinte:gl‘ation of the Soviet senrial element of either *revolution” or

Union. Unlike a “coup d'etat” against which  “coup d'etat”. In other words, strictly speak-

the youths still react negatively-or at best, ing, a revolution or coup d’état can take

withmixed feelings-“revolution”nolonger place with orwithoutthe use ofviolence- by
evokes fear. This pieceisinspired by theneed  the execurors. Seco ndly, the difference be-
to look again ar the word, what itactually  tween a revolution anda coup d’etat resides
means in politicsand historyand whatNige-  in the categorical presence of the following
rians,especially the youths, now understand  elements ina revolution: a great(thatis, fun-

Y L. : , . damental) change, rather than a mere

After a deliberately careful exercise of change of sate personnel; a process, rather
search and review, followed by a critical re-  thana sin%,]le event; and a large number of
flection, I ma%r ?0“ asfollows:Usedasapo-  people, rather than a small group, Further-
litical term, shed of ali idwlﬂgé“ orshed of more,a revolution may, in its development,
ideolog?'asfar aspossible -and also simpli  pass through a revolr, a coup detat, an in-
fied as far as possible, without tampering  surrection oraninsurgency, Buta revolution
with its essence, a revolution may be under-  cannor be reduced to any, ora combination,

stood as one or aggregate of the following ofthese. :

three descriptions: “an attemipt, by a large  From the many revolutions that have oc-

- number of people, tochange dgovernment  cyrred in Africa and beyond in the last 30
of a counury, especially by violentaction” or  years, we may pick out two - one in Africa,
“apolitical upheaval ina governmentorna- - the otherin Fastern Europe-as illustrations.
tion-state characterized by greatchange”or  The reason for choosing them will become

“aforcible overthrow ofa governmentorso-  implicit. Firstillustration: Tunisia is an Arab-

cial order in favour ofa new system”. majority and Muslim-majority North
If the restriction on ideolagy is relaxed, African country. Its population in 2010 was

Marxism nnmediarelyéfpear sanddefines about 105 million. Late that year, a young

arevolutionasa *politcal class swuggle that  Tunisian man, an unemployed graduare,

By Edwin Madunagu

Eword, “revolution”, is currently enjoy-
ing a political and lexical rehabilitation
with Nigerians, especially the youths.
Though still seen as treasonable, “revolu-
tion” is no longer easily associated with evil

mediate authorities did not change their
minds. Hethen appealed w all the higher au
thorities to whicg he had access. Still, no re-
prieve: hisvegetables remained confiscated.
In frustration, the young Tunisian withdrew
from sight. He soon re-appeared with some
quantity of fuel. He drenched his rwith
it,and publicly sethimself on fire. He died in
hospital after a couple of days and instanty
became a martyr. His martyrdom threw
open the “gates of hell” Tunisian youths
poured into the streets! So began a popular
revoltwhich quickly spread to several North
African and Middle Eastcountries including
Egivpt, Libya, Oman, Bahrain, Jordan, Algeria,
Palestine -and even Iran, a non-Arab major
ity country. That wave of popular revolts is
now known to history asAra Spring.
TheTunisian government responded by or-
dering its security forces to disperse the ri-
oting crowds and put down a threatened
rebellion with any level of “show of force”
andactual violence necessary to restore “law
and order”. The security forces obeyed; but
the protests intensified and continued to
spread across the country Suddenly a cow
ple of things whose sequence was notvery
clear tothe protesters- oreven the observers
and sympathisers -began to happen: con-
flicting orders seemed to be emergmg from
the ranks of armed institutions of state; ad-
ministrative insttutions appeared 1o have
abandoned power and responsibility; and
the Tunisian president fled the country! For
a brief moment it appeared that the “peo-
ple” hadwon! Butit quickly dawned on UN-
ORGANISED Tunisian masses that power had
fallen into the hands of - or had been co}
lected by - a military junta constituted
within the armed forces of the Tunisian

Germany in the Second World war The
tragic drama which is the subject of my
short story, began on Friday, December 15,
1989 in Timisoara, a Romanian city close ©
the Hungarian border. On that day a de-
tachment of Security Police came to the
house of aradical priest toarrest him. Some
of the parishioners resisted the officers by
forming a ring around the priest’s house.
Alarmed, the police went back for
re-inforcement. The priest's defenders also
summoned other church membersand or-
dinar%' Romanian citizens. On the way tothe
priest’s house, the “defenders” dismantled
police checkpoints. The police ran away.
Soon the small group of “defenders” be-
came a crowd, and the crowd spilled into .
the town. On hearing of what was happen-
ing in Timisoara, more and more people
from more and more villages, towns and
cities joinkd the protest. shouts of “leave the
priest alonet!” turned to “We want bread!”
and finally to “Down with Ceausescu!” Ro-
mania’s 1989 popular uprising had begunt!
On Friday, December 22, Ceausescu
called a rally of his supporters at the party
headquarters in Bucharest, cagital‘ of the
country. He addressed the people from the
balcony. Just a few minutes into his speech
the crowd started shouting and, shortly af
ter this, began tothrow stones at their pres-
ident! Ceausescu was shocked noton
the people’s action but also by the attitude
of his security forces - the army, in particw
lar:soldiersdid nothing while the president
was being stoned! Ceausescuwithdrew into
the building. Moments later a helicopter
took off from the roof of the building. The
president had abandoned power and was
on the run! The

people took over the build-
ing. Butalmost immediately,an announce-
ment came: the deposition of President

state,
Second illustration: Romania is a country
in southeast Europe. In December 1989 the

hasled to, orisexpected o lead to theestab-  was publiclz' selling vegetables in a small vil-
lishment of socialism and - eventuf_;ge- 0 Jage to make some money to feed himself
the emergence of a classless society" There-  and hisfa milywhose “bread winner” he was

laxation on ideology will alsoreleaseaflood  said o be. As he had noofficial permittoun-  countrywas officia lly socialist and was gov-  NVicolae Ceausescuand his governmentand
Qf negative attributes for the description of  dertake this enterprise, he was arrested by erned by a Communist Party. The executive the formation of Front for National Salva-
revolution™ illegal, criminal, treasonable,

the-police. The punishment was swift: his

vegetables were confiscated. He begged and
hagoad nleadsd and nleadad Rur the im-

president was a man called Nicolae Ceaus

escu,adecorated liberation fighter and pris- -
nnarafwarin hic cannrrv'swar agains Nazi

tion (gdSF), made up of leaders of ORGAN-
IZED fighting groups - civilian and military,
but outside the Romanian stare,

unpatriotic, devilish, etc. A “counter-revolu-
tion.” stripped of ideologv. is also a “revolu-



