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Looldng again at "revolution"
rnediate authorities did not change their
minds. Hethen aoxaled ro all the hishera$
thoriries rowhich'he hacl access. still,no re
pri€ve : h is vegeta bles remalned confiscated.
Jn fru stqafi on, the young Tunisian $dthdreu,
frcm sighr He soon r+ipneared with some
quanrifr of fuel, He dreriched tris bodr,.wirh
iland public\'serhimself on fire. ue diedin
hospinl after a couple of davs and irxrandv
became a marwn,'His maitvl'dom drre*
open rhe ugarei of hell"l ttririsian youths
uou.redintorhe srreetst Sobesan a oooular
ievolrurtrichuuicklvspreadroiereriltitorrh
efrican and nriOdte-Ealr counmies includ ins
Egrpq Ubya, Oman, fahrain, |ordan,elgeri{
Palescine-and €sen Iraga non*rab major-
iry country, TIut wave of popular rel'oks is
noarlmonrn to hisrory asArab Spring.
'lheTunisian gaveminent respindeil by or-
dering ins $ecuriry forces to disperse the ri-
oring-crowds anil put dcnvn a-threatened
rebeliion with anylevel of ushow of force"
and a cnral visle nre nece ssarv to re$ore "larv
and ordef. rhe s*Curiry forces obeyed; but
tlrc prores$ inrensifieil and contllued to
spread across tlre counrry. Suddenty a cor
p1e of rhings wtrase sequ'ence trras porvery
clear to tn€ prore$ers- o r B/en the observers
and srympathisers -began to happen: corr
$.urig,oid9rs seemedb be emei$ing frory
the rairk ofarmed i.n$iruuons o[*ate; aG

Gennanv in the Serond World war The
uagic diama whirh is the zubiect of my
short story, tregan on Friday, December t5,
1989 in Timisoara, a Romanian city close to
tlre Hungarian border. on that &av a d+
tachmeni of Securiw Police canre-to the
house of a radical pri&t ro arrest him.-Some
of the parishioneis resisted the officers bv
formirig a ring around the priesCs house. 
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- elarrirsd, dre polite t\rcot back for
reinforcement rhe nfiest's defenders also
flrmrnoned odrer church men:bersand or-
dinarv Romania n cirizens On dre ruv to ttre
priesfs house, the "defendex" disuiantled
mlice checkooints. The oolice ran away.
bon rlx. smill sroup of odefenderf b[
came a crowd anA die crowd spitled into
the ror+.n. on hearing of wharwas happef
ing in Tinrisoarar more and more peoplg
from mors and more villages, tqnrns and
cines ioinEd rhe urotesrshoirs'of uleavethe

priesi alone!" rrirne,J ro uWewant breadln
and final]y to uDou'n wirh Ceausescuf np
mania's lsss popular uprising had begunt

o n Friday, December Z2,ceauwtr
called a nallv of his suDDorters atttre Dany
headquaners in nuct;iresg bpial df *rE
countru He addressed rhe oeopJe from the
balconir tust a feur minures into his speech
the crowd staned shouring and, shordy af
ter this, began to rhrow stones ar treir f re*
ident! C-eausescu was shocked not onh bv
the people's action but almby the atrlnrdE
of his securiw forces- *re anirv, in DanlflF
lan soldien did norhi nu while the or#enr
was beingstoned t Cearisescuwtffirem, tnto
*re buildinq. Momens later a heltcmrer
took off frofr rhe roof of rhe building.'ftre
president had abandoned power and was
on the run! The people rmlionerthehril&
ing. Bur almosr i mnrediady, an anrwrrr*
nrenr cam€: the depositbn of hesldent
Nicolae Ceausescu and hts govemnpntand
the formarion of Front foiNattonal Sehr&
rion (hISF) made up of leaders of Orcm+

. rrD fighring groups - civilirn and nrilnary,
Dut outsicb rhe Romantan sfilf€.

leaed
wirhin
state.

t - a miliury iunra constirured
rhe arnred forces of the Tunisian

Second illusrarion: Rorna nia is a counrrv
in southeast Europe. In December rgag th'e
counry\vas ofEciilly saialist and w.rs golrr
erned by a Commuriisr panv.lhe execririve
presideiu was a man calledNicolae Ceaus
escq a deconred liberadon fig hrer and prrs
n nprrrfwar in his rnr r nml's wir r oai ncr i\ttzi


