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Preliminary notes on RevolutionNow

dents’ politics without insisting that the official leader-
ships be revolutionary Marxists.
R the rian Left, the strongest lesson of what may  Now, how dowe assess RevolutionNow? We maybegin by
now be called Nigeria's RevolutionNow - that is, theAu-  asserting that proclamations of revolutions are not new
gUST 5 mass protests by some young fragments  In fact, in certain circumstances, a proclamation is neces-
of the movement - may be formulated as a warning: If  sary, if not mandatory - if it is a “people’s revolution” or a
Nigeria survives k;-ﬁf eniough from the current battering  “revolution of the people.” But this proclamation is made
of the country's ruling class, variants of what was at- not to herald a revolution-in-general {(which the masses
tempted on August 5 may be attempted again and again  ought to have known) but to announce the startof a new
until a spark leads to a national conflagration or a suc-  stage, such as armed struggle. :
cessful popular revolution resulting from a bewer con-  For historically - tested reasons a proclamation is mad
ceived, planned and executed strategy. Such a successful not before the commencement of the new stage. On the
popular revolution will present to every Left entity- or-  other hand, in order not to confuse the people and
ganisation or individual- the choice of joining therevolu-  them in prolonged suspense, a proclamation is not de-
tion as an active cipant, thereby ending this long layed for too long after the commencement. The procla
stalemare. An icit premise of this proposition is that  mation of the start of a new stage is made after the first
Nigeria's gresentnumgdasshasmﬁxsed to,orindeed can- definitiveacts~if theseare deemed successful Itis thistra-
ROL Mo the social forces necessary to pull the nation  dition of proclamation of people’s revolution that right-
out of its ever- crisis. - wing coup makers copy and bastardise. The content, tone
One may start the story of RevolutionNow by reaalling  and of a revolutionary tion make the
the 2019 general elections conductedearlierthisyear. -The  statementindelible in the history of the liberation of the
official resultof the presidential contest showed that Pres-  people. Finally, it should be obvious that at the point of
ident Muhammadu Buhari of APC won while the other making a procdlamation, the leadership should be un-
presidential candidates, includingOmoyeleSoworeof the reachable. :
Leftist AAC, lost. This point should be concaded. Does RevolutionNow, in its broad ideological and politi-
However: It is a long-established and tested principle of  calamateurishness, have precedents in Nigeria? Yes, it has
political strategy that in a non-democratic settingsuch as  precedents in Nigeria. Have I taken part in the organisa-
Nigeria, a Left-wing formation or a formation with a Left-  tion and leadership of any? Yes, I have taken in more
wing leadership may organise itself, its programmes and - - than one. Which one is most fresh in my memory? The
its activities in dis but connected levels, orinconcen-  *revolution” of }anug:snsm Lagos: that is in pre-inter-
tricdircles. This simple principle *prima facie” insand netand pr media Nigeria. Were mistakes commit-
justifies, ideclogically and historically, the between ted in iI? Yes, grave mistakes were committed - although
Sowore’s presidential contest and his “involvementin® or  these were not the fundamental reasons the “revolution™
“leadership of” RevolutionNow. Sowore himself may not - did not succeed in its illusory ultimate objectivelf
be acutely aware of this. But Sowore’s lawyer, radical hu-  Those old enough may remember that between late 1974
man-rights lawyer, Femi Ralana, should theored be  and early1975 there was a wave of strikes and mass protests
aware of the principle. In any case I have seen that out the country but inLagoswhichwas
endorses itsapplication in the presentcase if the term “rev-  then the federal capital of Nigeria. The general issues in-
olution”, as used in RevolutionNow, is demystified and - d“dmn’m governance” and the shifting of
given its factual, true and contextual thep date for nt of the military from
governance. Butthe parti national issue was the lo
was the president of the students’ union of the University  awaited wa reviews. Among the radical groups whic
of Lagos for a period during the long military dictatorship in the struggle wasAnti-Poverty Movement of
of mid-1980s to late 1990s. He was a radical, Left wing and Nigeria (APMON), a revolutionary Marxist formation, a

popularstudents’ leader. Healsocommandedattentionin  mass mobiliser with an unknown operational baseanda
the natonal smdents’ movement. He was however ideo-  sha leadershi f
I'was ransiting from beinga
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maintained and exercised hegemony in the national stu- graduate student to being a lecturer in the Department of
dents’ movement d Itwasameasureof Mathematics, University of Lagos. Comrade Bene was a

| that
itssuccess in graduate student of in the same university. Bene

Strategy and tactics that on several campuses,
this Marxist core managed to strongly “influence” stu- and I were both in the leadership of APMON. In onl
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was the Secretary of APMON and my office in the depart-
mentwas APMON’s coordinating centre- Unknown to any-
one cutside the leadership.1was 28 and Bene was 27.In
crisis periods the link between this coordinating centre
and members of APMON’s leadership outside the campus
and outside Lagos was provided by the late Comrade Tony
Engurube, a revolutionary Marxist of aw ge but
very fluent in Yoruba, French and a certain Swedish la
guage - in addition to English, of course. ~
One evening during the under refer-
ence we stumbled on a rough document carrying what
was claimed by the author or authorsto bea p
wage structure for the army. The figures were scan
high. An emergency of APMON's leaders
called the nextthdaatyt;lge unanimous ocfledslonof this pabl
meeting was roduction of an agitational
cation in su rtofp dock workers and medical
doctors should be stopped for the “uncovered” military
wage structure to be added asan a About 400
copies of the revised publicatdon were to be produced and

distributed at locations in Lagos.The de-
cision was carriad out im Thatwas it! The
cation;to usea modem e*vial” 72

hours. The effect was electrifying. My banker-senior
brother with whom I was squatting in Lagos came back
from wark to show me a paper “some people” were dis-
tributing in Lagos Island! We both shouted! '
Security agents poured out in search of “subwer-
sive” and “unpatriotic” people, “enemies of the nation”.An-
other emergency “of APMON's | ‘was
called. However, the dedision this time was not unani
mous. But the mjoﬂgeopinlon -which was supposed
be binding-wasthat had achieved itsre-
alisable maximum objective and should suspend all pub-
lic and private agitation, with or without the “document.”
As the meeting was it could be observed that
some comrades were still not with the decision.

They believed that the “revolution” was n victory
had gone

an d only a final push! In fact, earlier
comrade, with some APMON cadres, |

toNigeria’s land borderwith Benin Republicat w0
urge border guards not to allow certain senior state func
tionaries to escape from the country! Three days later sol-
diers swooped on him as hewasagitating at Lawanson Bus
Stopt And two days later, two comrades, one from a well
known Ondo family,and myself, not k thatwe had
been uncovered and were just being | and trailed,
went there ina ous Volvo car to secure the release
of our comrade! The gates closed behind us for
six months.



