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Rosa Luxemburg remembered

By Edwin Madunagu University of Zurich from 1889 to0 1897 and
id M came out with a doctorate degree in Political
Y last published piece, “Revolutions. Econom -Herdoctoral dissertation was title
Mx:hat ‘fired’ young Leftists” (September  The Industrial Development of Poland.
26, 2019), was acmal% an ab; gement of Prom Zurich Rosa Luxemburg came to Ger-
whatwas originally planned tobea much many where her reputation as a brilliant
longer essay. That Jonger essay would have Marxist had precede her.Itdid not take long
included not only some revolutions that  for her credentials t be confirmed. She was
failed, burt also some revolutionaries that notintroduced. Rather, sheintroduced herself
failed romake successful revolutions Inthat - ina particularly audacious manner.
excised segment was Rosa Luxemburg, a - By the time Rosa Luxemburg arrived in Ger-
brilliant Marxist revolutionary whose life - many, the German Social Democratic Party
was brutally rerminated a hundred years - %SDP{had been established not only as the
ago, in 1919, in the German Socialist Revolu- axgestsocialistpargm EuropeandintheSec
tion that failed. It is with this exceptional ond Internatonal of Socialists butalso as the
woman whose photograph, together with rty with the largest concentration of front-
those of five other women, hasadomed the  line Marxisttheoreticians anywhere These in-
wall of our public library for morethan20 cluded Karl Kautsky,-August Bebel and
yearstharweare concerned inthis follow-up  Wilhelm Liebknetch who constituted the

piece. leadership of SDP.One particularly influental

1t occurred to me, not now, butwhenIwas  socialist, called Eduard Bernstein, was de-

revising the earlier piece, that no Nigerian - scribed asa friend of this leadership.
revolurion or revoludonary made mylistof ~ Thearrivalof LuxemburginGermany ini898
those who “fired” the young Leftists of the - coincided with the ;;gpearance of a series of
period. Why? The answer is simply this: The  articles authored by this Bernstein, proposing
young Leftists to whom we refer here were  the “revision” of keyMamxistthesesinciuding,
those who came intothe SocialistMovement gxafaamcuiar, the need for a workers-led so-
in the decade following the Nigerian Civil cialist revolution. In hisarticles, Bernstein pro-
War{19671970). Theseyoung Nigerianswere - posed that socialism was now realizable
very angry with the older comrades over the
degenerate state of the movement- a de-
generacy that started, even by the test-
monies of the elders, before the crisisand
Givil War. The summary of the marer isthar
though we deeplg respected a substantial
number of our elders, they did not “fire” us
in the sense of thisdiscussion. ... -~
Rosa Luxemburg was born on March 5, 1871
in the partof under the occupation
of im Russia. Her parents were jews.
she was thus born with two “disabilities™ a
national minority and a Jew. She would ac-
quire more “disabilities” as she advanced in
her revolutionary career. She had her pri-
mary and secondary education in her
“homeland” and became an actvistMarxist

asateena enwhenmerevoluuonaxygmexg
she joineg was crushed, she was smue?i
to Zurich in Switzerland. She attended the

process. He based his proposed *revisions” on
two planks: that certain and tendencies
were unknown toMarmx and that some others
had developed sinceMarx. Bernstein followed
these arricles with a fulllength bookwhose
- Englishtranslation was given the title Evolu-
tionary Socialism.
Rosa Luxemburg responded to Bernstein’s
“Evolutionary Socialism” with two articles
which were latercombined and published in

Ini@ergﬂﬂ@n-h&tsé«fna&
analyses for analyses. n is, s

7 ridiculeddxe'mv&miss’?g:otxzimddme
wwo guiding theses from the book: One: “Be-
ween reforms and revolution there ex-
ists an indissoluble tie. The struggle for
reforms is its means; the social revolution, its

aim” And then: *If it is true that theories are

through the nurturing of an evolutionary”

April 1899 as a book: “Reform or Revolution”. - ary

onlythe s of the phenomenaoftheex never obtained the complete book-although
teriorworld in the human consciousness, it several of Lugemburg's biographers believed

4 must be added that theories- from people that either the book was never completed or

like Bernstein - sometimes appear as in- parntsoftheman

uscripts were ad bythe
verted images”. Frankly, it was this small  3rmed thugswhowentafter herwith fury dur-

‘book, followed by another one, “What is - ingthe shorclived 1919 German Socialist Revo-

Economics?”, that initially made usadmir-  lution. Next, 1 encountered a huge political
ers of Rosa Luxemburg. All subsequent®en-  biography, “Rosa Luxemburg”, written by |. .
counters” with her only strengthened this - Nettl. After this, I obtained what several Lux-
our immediate assessment As a brilliant, emburg scholars regard as her greatest theo-

‘original and audacious defender of Marx, retical work, “The Accumulation of Capital”

Marxism and revolutionary socialism; Lux- - the bookin which she “debated” with hergreat
emburg has few superiors in history. teacher, Karl Mark, on the trajectory of the in-
*Reform or Revolution” introduced Rosa  evitable collapse of capitalism. And about a
[uxemburgtothe politics of theGermansSo- - decade ago, I acquired *The Rosa Luxemburg
cialist Movement and the Second Interna- Reader” edited by Hudisand Anderson.
tonal. But in doing so, the book provoked  pMarxists and 1eftists today remember Rosa
and brought upon her all the social preju- Luxemburg for her love of open polemical
dices that could be visited on a single revo- - combats and the deployment of sharp “alter-
lutionary fighter. And her adversaries natives”and ﬁmrmg' in these combats: “Re-
grabbed the available “ammunitions” She form or Revolution”; *Socialismor Barbarism”;
wasa Communist,ajew,a foreigner(Polish) “Democracy and Dictatorship”; *Class or Na-
andawoman;shewasa “small girl"(just28) ' tion™ “National SelfDetermination or Prole-
and though pretty, walked with a small tarian  Internationalism”, ~ “National
limp. She, however, rose above all the preju-  Consciousness or National Patriotism”; “Spon-
dicesand foughtsimultaneously inwriting, tneity and nisation™; “Proletarian
in hesand in physical agitationon sev-  Women and Bourgeois Women”, etc. Our sub-
rwolutiomal atforms:inGermany,in - kectdid notlivelongenoughto seethat
Russia, in Polan Lithuania aswellasin hugequestions intermsli mm;moﬁﬁ
the Second International. Long before most  huge smm%:ut also huge weaknesses.The
of her contemporaries, Rosa Tuxemburg wethod,o sty inspired By Marx himself,
saw and denounced the degeneracyand op- = could “fire” revolutionaries and help them
portunism of most of the existing socialist - achieve and retain focus. But, as some
parties and-predicted their eventual be- thetic biographers have also observed,
trayaland capitulation o rialismasthe method, whenemployed with insufficient pa-
First World War threatened. Only physical tience, could lead revolutionaries o lump op-
elimination couldsilencethiste ous ponents together in situations where more

woman.And shewassosilencedinBerlinon careful mﬁm of the camps of adversaries
January15,1919. could lead to tactical {or even mm
Compared tosome other great revolution- sionsthatcould make the difference
leaders that! have encountered in books, v and defeat. _

my encounters with Rosa Luxemburg have rgr?s biography of Luxemburg ended with
been few. But the few encounterswere con-  the following partial assessment of our sub-
centrated and impactful - that is, therewas  ject:“Rosa Liuxemburg stands attheapex of the
alot to “chew” in each single encounter. Af- t make operational the Marxist con-
ter “Reform or Revolution”, 1 obtained classasthe mnﬁw:hl referent,and
once anX for all the old alternative
con-

“What is Economics?” which 1 later discov o
eredwasthei chapterof her“In-  stranglehold of nation. Inthis

troduction to Political Economy”. I have tribution is second to none”. Check it out.




