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The imperative of ‘people’s manifesto
fii the second -canbearrested and reversed by the effo
By Edwin Madunagu very lews, f & comepon power o oI secmd place, s
N the 20 months since I wrote “Drafting e'smani  Nigerian state by the Nigerian Left, in the name of the Niger- neously), and as mobilized through their popular- demo-~
o” (Feb- ular masses). Hence the people's manifesto, craticformationsandcoordina dmmm%%

a
festo” and “Further notes on the S ian le
ruary/March, 2018), sumdentph?lglleber of significant ordfsulﬁmggso it,can be used for elections as{campaign then, who or what is the Nigerian Left?
things have happened and are happening in our country, platform)and for general poptﬂarstrugge.mwslwwsus nts and credentials? How does it intend to carry out
Nigeria, inthe Ni%erian Left, tothe Nigerian Leftand inthe that this dual character of the “people’s manif liesatthe its promise? How is its message, togetherwith the descrip- -
world to raise the level of the urgency of the broad su roots of its popular acceptance, its Powerand its resilience. tion of the realityonwhichitis different fromwhat
tion Jalternately called “draft” and “notes”. Theuse of these - These are primary tests of a “people’s manifesto”. the masses have been hearing over the years, since inde-
terms to describe my attemptwas a cautious way of indi-  Theeventsor“things” towhichIreferred inthe openingsen- pendence, from regime to regime? _
cating that I was not, and could not be publishinga mani  tence of this piece include Elections 2019 and the recent These questions must be answered inthe “people’smani--
festo”. But before they are answered in the manifesto the

ting ,
festo on behalf of the Nigerian Left. I could only suggest, Supreme Court’seffective “closure” of the exercise; the steady
propose and urge- notasadetached outsider,butasanac  decline of the state of the country’s physical infrastructure; Nigemn Left mustanswer them to itself The lawterisacon-
tive insider the steady rise in the levels of unemployment, poverty and dition for the former. And if it cannot answer anyone of

One ible mannerof appearance of an authentic“peo-  “insecurity”; the steady increase of the burden of livingand them convincingly to itself, then it has to return to the
X A nstateonmexéasses drawingboa:d.igll?iinremmm tothe ‘board, the

possi
le’s manifesto” is clear to me and I expressed it in my piece, roducing life imposed by the Nigeria
:'SP ople; bynsifying]'jvlolentsu'uggleswithin identified three forms of stmgée {direct,
It

“Prel notes on RevolutionNow” (August 15,2019).  of the Nigerian ﬁle inte
whatl said then can be restated, perhaps moreclearly:vark:  the ruling class g)eo control of political powerand the eco- raticand Left)and their coordination sk more thor- -
nomic surpluses extracted from the labour of the working oughly interrogated And remember: “Withouta guidliinkg
dissipate

ants of RevolutionNow (August 5, 2019} may be attempted
again and again until a particular attempt initiatesa pop-  and toiling masses- struggles inwhich the same massesare organisaton the energy of the masseswould
nerally, the steady steam notenclosed in a pistonbox. But, nevertheless,what

ular revolt which will simultaneously produce anauthen-  footsoldiers and primary andage
tic le’s manifesto” and a substantial and effective dedline of the quality of life of the broad massesof the Niger- moves thingsis not the piston or the box, but the steam”.
le's manifesto” will bea formal document

unity of Left forces. : ian people - the “minimum wage” and its politics notwith  Since the“peop A
This follow-up piece is also not a manifesto, norcanitbe. standing. _ it has to be appropriately structured, with a “table of con-
And it is nota call for revolution. The Pmceding paragraph  The significant events of the last 20 months also include tents”. The following s‘xf-%omt__stmcmre is an illustration:
—— —isastatement of possibilify info by history andexpe- - the successful holding of a Conference of Marxism - result- Who are the Nigerian LeftzWhat country do Nigerian peo-
rience; distant, recent and current. Having said this we ing, among other things, in the establishment of a vibrant ple now have?; What country do Nigerian peopledesireand =
discussion pladform for Mamists. This came as a qualitative deserve to have?; For a popular-democratic Niﬁ;:: How
steps

should also quickly add and emphasise that no serious Left pl ,
addition to older but not-too-vibrant platforms forsocialists the desirable will become the realizable;

formation or serious Left programme can be based-solely
and Leftists. Also as a significant event is Revoluy- 1o be taken on coming to power or office; and Exhortation

or even substantially - on the possibility of popular politi- pearing
of ronNow and the?:grrent trial of ngn leader and a number of on theessential continuity of the struggle until victory,and

caleruptions. You only have to recognize that possibility of
ntaneous revolts while struggling, campaigning, mo-  itslead partisans; the increasing fascist encroachmentonthe beyond victory.
about

spo
bilizing and organizing. History andexperience have suff-  Nigerian ¢'s civil and democraticrights; thea So, what should be done? I recall what |
exg)eisrec tion of g{iﬁw po -denmaﬁcplatformswimaedm 10 months ago: “The nextqualitative step (for the Nigerian
ps-at

B ity o Conteias tho Bk e “ack
y herefore, the need for “sideline” pre hips- same timeasthea of will 1eft)is not the formartion of new or or re-
tions for it~ is the dominant reason for and“h# ing footsoldiers of fullscale fasdsm.pm ey newed) attempts to register those ah:emiypames mgmemsmupl:'oe.b\u
jackings” of popular political upheavals when they occur.  Finally, thesignificant eventsinclude the currentworld-wide - the establishment of a Centre for coo ideological
Putdifferenty, “betrayals” and “hijackings” of popularre-  popular protests in virtually all the continents and regions education, research, documentation and publicity.” But
volts are indicators of the level of organization of the Left.  of the world. Here it is unnecessarily scholastic to start clas wo ons now emerge: Can there be more than one
Most of the present seemingly chronic and insurmount-  sifying the protests as “revolutionary”, “democratic”, “pro- Coo Centre? Yes, there can be. But I believe that
able obstacles in the path of Left unity will evaporate ata gressive”, “reactionarty”, etc. The first task is to determine the Nigerianleft istired of the Wﬁmdh—
revolutionary conjuncture we may not be able topredict. = whethera protest is popular or not. Then identify and deter- mations. How many successful co onMarxism or
The 1 of the Nigen:l;rgople", or the “people’s mine the weight” of each id tendencyin similar efforts have we hadin the last decade? And, can be
manifesto”, as indicated in an rpiece, and now being the protest. For the Left, that is where the lessons reside. Do there be more than one “people’s manifesto”? Yes, therecan
ened, has a double character or two forms.Inthe  notexpecta protest. be. But how many Left declarations and platforms havewe
first place, it is a Nigerian Left's manifesto intheordinary ~ The central message of the le’s manifesto” at this had in the last decade and how many have survived? From
be that thevarious negative and un- the Nigerian Left history now demands a qualitative step

sense of the term, “manifesto”™ a “public declaration of in- int in history sh
tentions, motives or views”, of what it intends todo,at the  gesirable awgcts of Nigeria's current reality - as partially forward -to save the nation.



