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Questions forthe Nigerian Left
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I ty mosr necent oublished arttrle, oRs

I Vlta[ingrai sotarin's prediction", whkh
appeared i-n *re ftrsr week of rhs month,
eilakd wtft a serrcs of otrestions, I reprr>
due fuurofrhem tharaie most relenairm

tf *re hisronrofuarxsrn hadhan&d tsa
resolutlon 5f the r.Iathnal Qrnsrlon we
wurld hate been boldnr tn tahngposutrt{
onwhartuppenedbenreepurruo*-pFnqnd
Eriman u^aixs and teftis inttte lest
quarter of lasr century md comtrryItorm.
tf we had a near-senrlld treorv r lf Haur-
lsrn hd subamnualh ad'irarrcefit ttre &barc
on rhe t tatiorul Sresnon stnce tte RuNan
n*oludon and *le Thfd Internattonal
Nigesian lt{aurists wsuH todr be ffi mo
rafr'e pciens on what haplnrted to *e
Nigdfan MaDrtsr Left durtng-the Nlgerian
CililWarand onttp ssuus otmrrentpfi>
Btafra Ntftrtan ttr*rurlsts t do notkns$r ho\A'
nurnv hifins Niserian t{taDds-fsllowed
andtall mftdriber *re public .na$onal
ouesf,ion' &bate betnriln two leading
thserien l€fdsr tntellecnrals comrede CE
ntrrahandthehtecsnradetnuufrrnahur
man about a &cade ap.

Let me endttle oresent utecewith &e fol
loving posen n&re, duhrg and after the
nussti-n Rmolutb& a Uanrtst tenderxy
clmefu connecred with Lenin introducea
"naudnal oooressbno a$ a "il[arxlst catg
qorv. retaeh'm class oooression but nc
ioetmal wifi or stbrdnate to lr",
whereas inthat periodnosa t o**6ourr&
wtro requires no inmoductio& srmd (and
sdll sraidsl ht tlre aoex of tleatemD[tt]
make orenmnal dk Uanostcmcetx of
ciass as 

-rte pr[rnry sodal refemnq ad to
break onceind bi all ttre old alce'rnaurrc

dernand no an$vers) nor exarn type que$
rions (whtctr demandanslrrcni hori erulttes
*ra exclu& dre examiner) ln anycase,whag
oracucalls should t orcould t dohottr.I asked
irnrself ar-dr e end of nrv disusion with Rai L

ttie ansrer, which carfi e a day hteq, was rhar
Icould erfiIand tlre srcsftons andrupplyer
ph narory'nors ro xime of dre rn ff t pffi rm
ttrese mi-nimum tasb well I wanld have b*
gun ro contribuB E dtscusions leading to

prsu$re do not emsq orare not serbuE urill
bmerpe eftdbeeneaged.
EIs.5f coune erdefted *ratthe rrmnrftso

-whlch in the process of producrrsr and di+
mmlnadon urtll begln tb resotve o.rr tnter-
nal differences - wII[ firx appaar as a rohm
dmft fuument dtatatrempq to take pre
cise Dosrtions frt sme critiral gtffiis be
fore'the uusses and the nau&r. ihe draft
rnavbesinrivitraf marnbhmur-*rroductbn
HIhb uE are, wtrar we prcpose to &, the
a q€nfi r of the reeolutiona rv iransforrnaUon
afi A Uie social forces o f ttrd uansformmioru

Issnre fs l$axHs and sodalNe erru1r.
where.

allfiffers.

have been eirherfor

fora

and
abonrt

rcques[ thar t urdersood itas a comnadely
ar&nrilrftr, cuq!ry, In pardculaq frorn trti;
gemmrlrn, I could not tum dilffn-
Wumi Raii did no[gtrc me anyspe in qrr
brtef telenhone coilrersation no siw sornr
$rng dut t urould hnre liked q say inmety,
that-ry quesdons rryEre draftsd as wr
quesddns'[o dle Nirerian t€ft, ItpY trru
rirararuO as an'ndtdrrton n a {dcnrn'

piee. Ir is on account of $e differerres
iylftin tE lxfttharl harre trrsliled, in ttrelast
two vgars on dre produnon and dissenrtn+
Um-of a Feonte's'*tarUfesto. My rmmn I rE ls
thar rr fte prm of produfunq and tfis
sminau'n* rfp RopldduaniEd flhe I€ft
phdorm) *le diertrrces drar 

"r.ny 
lEfuss

Qlesdon- ftom *re sta@nt dMamhrn
I{ad it been resotyed - even if badh - w€
mtild trarre been rnore conMent to dlm po
siriurs on rhe rraqic things drat hapueried
within the leads-ships olthe ruItdf corrr
munisr partis of th ri furner Sodecllnbq
hrrer figmlinna and fu rmer edtmknr+
ha and to-ttre cfrrntries ard pmdee over
uftom dxv ruled b r decafu. fr trdrewena
nearseddC Uasisr Fsidon on dre N&,
dooal Gresdon dre enArring edrnic qu€e
don in China (since fte tS4E nrdution)
world rm t ne remained an embarrassing

rudtrddhimH
dersoand wftat he

I did norun-
memdaasa

whlch, pe$,apq I rms pr-eparing to &hvs;
nor urrn Urey rile torlcal quesdms (whkh
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