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Recalling Tai Solarin's prediction

abouuo years ago ln *re aftermath of the tgp
electiolu. Ofcourse, recdling this prediction is
a lso recalllrry: my response to it ar dre time. I was
then 3}

tion nnas made. This set of Nigerians nowcon-
srirutes the majorityofthe Nigerian population
Tai Solarin was a prorninent Nigerian male
ftom SourhWestern Mgerla who was a secular
fiumanist and educarionisg but t{hose htr

monalalherg&I

vised and irrcltrH in rhe text ofa Iecture I deliv-

larint scenario - for the Rerolutionary Party,
when it emerges, will not figbt accordtng to Ore
rules hshioned bythe enemies of progress Brrt
we agree complete$ thar the NPN, as a potidcal
party, is today the best organizadon of the Nlger-
ian bou rgeoisie and the mosr ac€urate reflection
of Nigerian bourgeois interests. So long as the
bourgeois social onder remains so long will the
NPN (ora newrnonsteritmaygive btrth m)con-
tinue tobe the dominant political organization
ofthe bourgeoisie.'
It fullows from aborre that "only a rerolutionary

qgenryrrcpr€sendrrg the true aspirations of the
popular firasses (the r,rorkerq the peasants, sRr-

*-den ts, etc-)and.fightlog consistentty fo11 aa .q+

tion - to use
cornpatible with
spiritual collapse. Tai Solarint pessimism arose
foom *re fact $at he made a separationbeu,veen
the people and the Rerclutionary Party- a type
of separation that exists between the people and
the o{*ing polirical parties. A genuine ranolu
tion can only
leadership of

be made the people under the

and such a revoludon

tween rhe NPN and the Revolutionary Party
which, having snrdied how the NPN came to
power knorare exaalyrvtrattodoto supplant dre
Npr.I for the presidenry. There would then be a
confusion on the national raft- Then a splash.
Ttren commo$otr among the lharh, nnd we ttte -
common people, will harr, as victims, paid the
supreme sacrifice".
My cornmenron ftis predicrion uns immediate
-ils wBS expefied in tliose days ttappe4red in an
edirion of the Nigerian Chronicle, a daily ne$Is
paper owned and published by the Cross Rir,rer

State government. The cofilment was later rs

IIIGERIAS 2oI9 elecdon$ particuhrty the re
I I cent governorshlp contesrs in 1(o9I and
Bayelsa states, have forcefully brought back a
prediction whlch rhe lare Tai Solarin made

the norRepublic.
on November 4,lg?9,34 days after rhe insrall+
tion ofPresident Shehu Strqgarl the Sunday edF
tion of *re Tiibune newsPaper carried a column
by Tai Solarin titled The Stolen Presidency' ln it
tlie columnlst $rote: ulf thls government lasts
ficuryears.:. the fourlrearold NPN will have
been firmly planted as Governm ent Party every
wherq and ihe UPN, theGNPP, rhe NPPand &e

h.ls party, the UPN. In the second place he was
predicting that itr,lould require a Rerrclutionary
Party to dislodge the NPN from powetra tlpe of
prediaion that norrnally comes from a ra,oltr
tionary and not a liberal. We rnay ignore Tai So

By Elwin MadumgU tendousness
test nor the
(He was a member of the UPNI Rather, we are
concemed with his prediction firre rarceks into

PRP wiII have been drained ro annihiladon, bo$t

; ofthe resultofthe presidendal con'
side which Tai Solarin suPPorted.

in membership ; it is already sardng- and tn
election nrould thereforc be bs

search. But the issue here is neither the co* In the book I said Tai Solarln's prediction ls urr
usual in two wa]ra In the fim place, Tal Solartn
was predtcting the disintegration and demise of

their

Party could dlslodge the NPN from power. I
agreed witlr him but amended the propo$tion
by replacing "NPN' with the phrase "NPN or a
neltl monster it might give birth to'. This zug
gests tharl had a "flash that NPN could be suc.
ceeded by anorher party- or another endty-but
nonetheless, a "rnonstef (such as a miliary
]unta) oqg:rnicatty emerging from NPN. Butthe
*flash'was notpursued.
It is clear that the clas perspectirrc qas missrng
ftom Tai Solarin'sanalysis and predlaionThis

I€ftist challenge to it, or both? Hory has Nigeria's
ruling capitalist class been able b periodical$
renew itsel[, assume new organizatlonal forms
and continue its rule? F\rtdifferently,wtryhx it
not been possible ro ovenhrowNigeria's rutlng

Itis appopriate o @in anystoryl mlghtwtsh
ro &ll here byrntroducingTai Solarin toloung
Nlgerians wtro nme not born when the predlc-

nota

universe. He
was, in

popularand
columnist
Now to the acnral beginningof ttrispiece We

may recalkhatNigeria's Second Repn rblic @pn
on Octobert,tg7g after a l}year period (tsaa
t9B)ofnrifiaryrule thatw{tnessed a cMl wilr.
In thegeneral electlons that uhered in the Re
public, Shehu Shagari of the National Farry of
N igeria (NI{{) e m erged as (Execu tive) Presid e nt
and Obafemi Awolowo of the Unity Party of

ered at rhe University
Awolowo University) in

of Ife (now Obafemt
l,lorrcmber I98o under

the auspices of the insriartton'sAlliance of Pno
gtressive Students (AIPS) on the occasion of dre
3lst anniversary of &e kill ing of Mge rian mi ners
at the tua Valley Mines, Enugu by the colonial po
lice furd la rer still, in lvlay 19 8L the c'omm en t was

anated frorn itwere titled: Human Progress and
Nigeria (I.JPN) emerged as the second strongest

Its Enemies The Struggle for a more huslane s&

this nearly 4&year old "er&
Tai Solarin and mpelfitstrilcs

rne thar I could myself not have realized iR futl capitalist class, as a dass, or dislodge lt as the

included in a book which emanated from the fomrs of opimism and moral courage.'
lecnrre. Tlre lecture as well as the book rhat errr Looldng ncrr,t, at

change"berumen

presiden tial cand ida re.
least, wry contentious

The result was, m say rhe
- as we can rscall or r* cial orderin Nigeria import Tai Solarin said onty a Rerclutionary dorninant political force?

was a new can e\rer
octent-and

Are{plrr


