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Insecu niLy in Nigeria: VWrat cah the Left do?
ly Eftrin MadunagU

.l EFL€CTIONS on the current "insecurig/and "rhreacen-
[i ng srare fa i lure' i n Nigeria - and wtrat"the Nigerian Left
an do - recently Ied me, in a tornrous manner, back to a
lrmuladon on revolutionary intervention which I

,houghtl had rranscended longago. We shall Iirstdiscuss
he formu lation and then come to "insecuritf a nd oth reat-

'ningstate failure".
The brmulation was provided bya leftist revolutionary

,ibout lts years ago. The revolutionary was young (about
Z),idealisricand romantic. tsut hewas idealistic and ro
rantic not sirf,.ply because he was young, but essen tially

'€cause he was brillianrand came to revolurionarycon-
ciousness, and rhen to Maxism, through a unique set of
outesand erperiences thattogetherresernbled a series of
..aps througt ea{y life. His name was Leon Trotsky, a name
,e stole on his escape from a prison warderwho was as-

i igned to secure him in detenrion. Th is. incident alon e - e$
:apingfrom a guard and srealing the guard's name and
.'eraining it - was suf{icient Ibr both the revolutionary
.novernent that received him and the Russian state that
,uas lookin g for him to view the "small boy'' as an "evil ge-
itius".
Leon Trotslcypublished his romantic formularion in rgo6,

after the failed tg os Russian Revol utio n in wh ich he played
a significant role- Here it goes: "Revol ution ca n be achieyed
eicfier by a nation gathering itself rogerher Iike a lion
preparing to spring, or by a nation in the process ofstrug-
gle becoming conilusively divided in order to free the bes t
part of itselffor the execurion ofthose easl6 which the na-
tion as a whole is unable to carryout A middle course in
this, as in so many cases, is the worst of all. But it was this
middle course that developed in ts+s. . .".
This formulation can be found in [.eon Trotsky's t906

booh Resul rs and Prospeca. I n it he a nalysed the 19 05 Russ-
ian Rerolucion by comparing it wirh borh the U97 French
Revolution and the European Revolutions ofta+a.ltwas
from this exercise that th e you ng revo [u tionary saw th ree
possible reraolutionary paths to the furure: the nation
"gatherlng itself together like a lion preparing to springl
orthenation tn rhe process ofstruggle beingconclusively
dMded .-', or, the nation being rrapped in a "middle
course", that is, being neitherable to "spring" as a united
entitynorableto free its uirile segmens todothe "spring-
ing:. He saw the 1797 French Rerolution as an example of
the first, the Russian Rsolution of tgo5 as an example of
dre second and the 1848 Resolutions that swept Western
Eurogr as an ercmple ofthe third.

The "middle course" was tlre most difticult revolutionary
path, said Trotsky. Of course, it was, and it remains so, es-
pecia lly i n the way he pai nted the picture. Bu t ifTrotsky had
been a ble to bring in the role of the rranguard or vanguards
in each of his three "possibilities", and speak of "strategic
revolutionary interveBtion", rather than ambitiously
speaking of "ievolution", his forrnu larion would have been
significanrly revised and made more practically usable by
young revol utionaries - beyond simply "fi r:in g" them.
Though the Russian eyent took place a long time ago and

in a distantland, Iwasemotionallyinvolved in it However,
i n ea rly 1982, I was more tha n emotiona lly i nvolved in a sim-
ilar discussion. But this time around the event took place
near home, in Ghana. It was the popular uprising led by Flt-
tt lerry Rawlings, an event rhat sponmneously attracred sev-
eral revolutr:onary Marxists, radical I-e ftists and progressive
writers frornAfrica and beyond to Ghana. In one particular
meeting a young member of the revol utionary council, an
army sergeant argued strongly thatthe unfoldingevent in
Ghana slrould be compared to the French Revolution of
1797 andnotto the Russian Revolurion of tgtT-in terms of
th e ra n ge of classes and strata and po litical forces that eac h
put on the stage of history. He was still arguingwhen rhe
rneering adjourned. As far as I can remember, his analysis
and opinion did not carry much ideological or practical
weight
The question that arises today is this: What difference
would it have made in those days if the young radical army
sergeant had won the debate and his opinion had defined
the course ofactions drat followed the uprising? Myanswer
is rhat probably there would not have been muih dtffer-
ence if *rere was no clariry about the character of the mn-
guard and if therewirs an a$empt to reduce the character
of the va nguard to the character of the upris i ng or subjec-
tively"upgrade" the uprisingto the level of the vanguard.
With the available lessons of history, a re,volutionary Left
(even Marxist) regime should be abG ro manage, and then
adlance, a purely populardemocratic or nadonaldemoc-
radc uprising. When the rnasses $emselrres have stepped
ouE everything critically depends - in a brief but decisive
period of history - on the character and clear-headedness

Manifesto of struggle which can serve as a guide to ideo
Iogical and political intervention. You may retort that the
non€xistence of a Peoples'Manifesto does not prerrent a
Leftist or a Leftist formation from acting or that there are
in existence several Leftist platforms from which a serious
Leftist maychoose.

My answer to the second obiection is that there were
many platforms before and after the appearance of the
Maot-Engels Manifesto ofiaag and many pladorms in Rus-
sia before and after Lenin's April l$?Theses. One response
to the first obiection is rhat if the Nigerian Left aspires to
go beyond periodically ratdingand entertainlrrythe rul-
ing class and its state, and regularly supplytng them with
"assistants",'advisers" and sundry operators of their state
machines. it must aim at producing a Peoples Manifesto
which, capable of bei ng period ically revised and updated,
will be a consist€nt guide - nor a magic formula - in rnar-
ters like the current'insecurity" and its politics.
Having said all this, whatcan the Nigerian Leftdo on the

ctrrrent state of "insecuriqf and'threatening state of fail-
ure": generalized violentaftacks on the masses by Boko
Haram, "lslamic State", armed robbers, kidnappers, "ban-
dits", cattle heiders, political thugs, armed agents of the
state, etc?The fundamenul demand thatshouldbe made
on the Nigerian state is that everyrhing should be done
within the Constitution to protect the masses - at no o$ra
cost to them, but rather, with a substantial reduction of
theircurrent existential bunden No entiry (starc or non-
state) should circumventorabridge the trioi,vn basic laws
which the Nigerian sarc and rtre ruling dass daim they are
currently using to rule the nation. we must, with dear
heads, insist on this berause modern h istory has taught us
that one clear sign of rising fascism under capialism is the
increaslng inability ofthe state to golrern by its own laws or
by iG own lar,vs alone.
Beyond this central composite demand on the Nigerian

state there are complemenary practical demands that can
be made on the authorities ar different larels. We should
notethatthecountryis in a situatlon in which the l.eft, in
groups and as individuals, may ally lvith or support clear
lropeople' and lrogressirre' initiatives from outside the
mwement - the dangers of not havtng a guide or'com-
pass" nontdth*anding. Beyond these $eps is the advlce
to be gnen directlyand condnuoustyro the rnasse$Thls
popular campaign should always include the tnsistence
thatat the rootof rhis"insecuriqf and this"threatening
state failure' is capialism, capiahst rule and this particu-
lar generadon of Nigeria's capitaltst ruling class

ofthevanguard.
Now, what is the connection ben^reen this kagmenury
"theory of rwolution" and the current state of "insecurigf
and "rhreatening sate failure" ln Nigeria? The connection
is the Nigerian [e& or nather, how the Nigerian t eft, as a rev-
olutionary opposition morremenq can intenene in the cur-
rent national crisis: "insecurity'.The immediate regret is,
ofcourse, that the Nigerian left is notarmed with a Feoples'
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