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Notes on engaging Nigeria’s ruling class

By Edwin Madunagu

IGERIA'S ruling class has presented the
nationwith a number of issues around
which the Nigerian Leftcan buildanagenda
of political engagement for the year 2020,
or which, to use an old journalistic expres-
sion, the Left can use as “pegs” 1o construct
an agenda of close and integrated engage-
mentwith the rulers for theyear2020 and
tggond. The rulers of Nigeria regularly
“oblige” us in this wgg.
This time around the issues on the table

tionary Marxists, revolutionary socialistsand
thelarge non-homogeneous group that m
together be described as radical pro-peop
democrats. I propose thatanadherentofany
ideological or political tendency thatcannot
find accommodation in the family sketched
above may, indeed, be a potential ally, butshe
or hecannot bedescribed as belonginginthe
Nigerian Left. In particular, any Nigerian
“progressive” thatcannot, inaddition, be de-
scribed as a radical propeople democrat can-
not be a Nigerian Leftist in this period. What
Nigerian Leftists want is implicit in the first

ideologically, must therefore be permanent.
The Nigerian Left cannot conjure issues
from the clouds. It should start from whatis
concretely given, and proceed from there.
An enduring elementary political lesson -
burt one that, for its ordinariness and sim-
plicity, is often taken for granted - is thatto
seriously and effectively engage the Niger-
ian rulingdass,m haveto continuously ob-
serve and study it- not in its “idleness” but
in its activity, including its politics. Itis this
observation-and - study thatleads ustoes- |
tablish another elementary fact, namely,

show thatall the rulingclass formationsand

tendencies have certain common attributes

thatare fundamentally anti-democratic,ant-
peopleand selfserving.

We may now, by means of posing questions,
attempt to illustrate our propositions: What

political forcesare currently perceived asthe

decisive forces in the debate on the move-

ment ofthe presidency in2023?Are they APC
or PDP forces, or satellite forces, or 1eft forces?
Or,are they simply ethnic forces?whoare the
dominant forces in the “controversy” over
“Operation Amotekun™ Are they APCor FDP
ic forces?

forces? Or, are they simply e
which of the well-known ruling class’ posi-
tions on “Restructuring” is unconditionall
supportable by the Nigerian Left? Which

that the Nigerian ruling class is not homo-
geneous, that it is divided into segments,
greué)i 5, fractions, factions, endencies
and, 'n%y,poliﬁcal forces and powerblocs.

sentence of this paragraph: Popular Power,
Popular Democracy, ! ocialism.

For “completeness” and avoidance ofdoubx,
a progressive in ggiitics has been generally

and on display include: the movement of
Nigeria's presidency in 2023; the politics
- generated by the Western Nigeria Security
- Network - _codenamed

“Operation , _
Omotekun”; the 50th annivemagfe of the and safely described long ago by a Nigerian 1 have written on the last category - politi-  strategic political demand - the presidency,
end of the Givil War; and the integrityand ~ Leftistas anggsne who “believes in tl;e possi-  cal forces and power blocs - for at least 25  restructuring, referendum, etc,- in the Sou
status of the elecroral process in the strug-  bility and desirability of progress ‘where  years, and my knowledge and positionon  East segment of Nigeria's ruling class is un-
gle for political power. To these four issues ~ progressisidentified as “the socio-economic  the subject have developed over theyears.  conditionally supportable by the Nigerian
we may now add: the enduringand deteri  and moral improvementof thehumancon-  Thistimearound Ishall ryto avoid“disqui- - 1eft? =~ oo |
orating human condition in Nigeria; and dition which predicates cnahigl optimism  sitions,” except to make five points. One: The Nigerian Ieftmustbeabletoanswerthat-
the permanent issue: the need for theclass about the human nature.” Such a Nigerian  Power blocs and political forces, inthecon-  noneofthe ruling class’ positions on the cur-
struggle of the working and toiling people  may indeed bea good person. But the pointi  text of my writings, are groupings in the rentmajorissuesbefore the nationis uncon
- againstexploitationand oppressiontocon  am making here isthatanyoneansweringto  Nigerian ruling class, notfrom outside of it.  dition su;zﬁcrstable because all of them
tinue in all circumstances created by the  thisdescription ofa Nigerian progressivebut  Two: The reality of power blocs transcends  leave out the class question, the popular-de-
rulingclass. i , who cannot be politicallydescribedasapro-  thecurrentelectoral divisions intoAPC,PDP, mocratic question and the specilic interests
As ablprelimmaxy issue, we may pose this people radical democrat cannot bea Niger-  etc. Three:All power blocsare political forces;  of theworkingand toiling masses of Nigeria.
double question;Whoare the Nigerian Left  ian Lefustin this particularlybadstateofthe  butnotall political forces are power blocs.  On the other hand, are the questions and
and what do they want? This question is ~ Nigerian massesand the Nigerian nation. Four: Power blocsand political forcesarenot  controversies trivial? Are they irrelevant? If
necessary, at this historical juncture,inthis ~ Going backto the six issueslistedabove,we  exclusively regional, ethnic or religious they are neither trivial nor irrelevant, does
reof Internet, Fake Newsand hightechin-  notethat the first four are issues generated, groupings; but they have strong regional the fact that they have attracted responses
' from the masses, or even from Leftelements,

and ethnic and, sometimes religious com-
ponents or overtones. And finally, the crit-
cal difference: Five: Power blocs are those

formulated and presented ro the nation by

a
ﬁ%n"ation; for self-clarification, proper self-
class inthe course of their internal

idendification, politically useful separation indicate a “line of march” to us? if the Marxist

theruli A :
segment of the Nigerian Left cannot answer

ofalliesand potential allies from opponents ~ struggle for power, or for favourable balance A i

and adversaries and forwhat “modern™so-  of power or for hegemony. The last two is- itical forces that are capable of pushing  these questions without equivocation, then

cial work and its lexicon have taught usto  5ues,andsimilarones,onthe otherhand,are  for power or for retention ofpawer?notiun we should all go back to the theory of hege-

- call “focusing”. The ancillary question of  those generated and continuously repro-  office)in Nigeria asawhole. mony. | e :

 whataspeasofthisdoublequestionshould ~ duced and presented by Nigeria’s ruling  In the face of these divisions in Nigeria'srul- Inconclusion, ] propose that only the Niger-
be asked and debated openly and publicly ~ class, as a ruling class, in the course of their  ing dass, in addition to the formal electoral  fan Left can answer the questions posed
and those to be treated privately- oreven rule and administration. The issues are tied  divisions, itis the task of the Nigerian Leftto  abovewithoutequivocation and then re-
secretly - is a practical one that should be  up with and inseparable from the class in-  strive to credibly claim and demonstrate current uestions, including those of "Move-
left like that. The ruling classand thestare  terestsofthe ruling class. Purdifferently,the  that it is the only ideological and political mentof idency in 2023", “Operation
know,worship and practise thisart of “sep-  suffering of the masses spring from the movement against exploitation and op- Amotekun”, iring”, “National Sequ-
aration”very well. : rulers’ pursuit of their class interests,acon-  pressionand for genuine andna- rity”, etc, in the interest masses and in
The Nigerian Leftmay be definedand iden-  tinuous and lifesaving engagement for tional unity. And to do this is to strive to  the true interest of the nation.

tified as an aggregate of Nigeria’s revolu- them. The struggle against it, practicallyand




