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By Erfouin f,ladrm*u
r. TKERIAB rulinq class has pres€nced rhe
I\ na uon wlttr a fru mber of isstres around

Notesonengaging Nigeria's ruling class
ideologlcalV, m ust the re fore be permane nc
the Nigerian trft cannot coniure issues
fiiom ttil clouds tt should $a rt from what is

tionary Mitfisnq rerrolutiona ry soclillms and
dre lafge non*tomogeneous group that mry
toge*ier be derribed as radical propeoph
delnrrars. I prumse rhat an adherenr ofarry
i deo loqicat dr pof iucal ren den cy durt ca nnoi
findactommddarion in *re farhily sketched
abtrtre may, ifldeed,bea potenrrrl dl$,burshe
or he ca nna be describdd as belonging in rfie

tharare fundarnentalh angi'dernocratlc-an&'
peopleend seltserYing
we may now, $r means of posing qtnSQN,
aaernm m tllustrate our propositions Ylrhat
oct itthl fu rces are cufferidiv bercetved as *n
hrisive forces in *re debate on rtre mov*

shor that all rtm rtrlingclass formatiorsand
rendencis have cerrain common arutbures

and on indude: the movemtnr of

u{rich dre nryerian Ieftcap buildanagenda
ofpoltucal frgagemg1rr for Qe yearlo2 o,
orwlUctl to use an old journallstic elpres
sion. the teft can use as *pegs" to consrruct
an alendg oJclqg an! iirtigpated erUBgF
ment wirh fhe ruIers lor Eievear2020 and
bryon{ The rulers of uiglrrr regularty
'oblige'us in ilrisway.
This time around th€ issues on the uable

concretely gven, and proceed from there-
en endurihg elemenrarv poliucal lesson -

but one thal"for tts ordi-rririness and sim-
olicirv, is often nken for ganted- is that to
ierioirsty and effecttvetyEngage the Ntger-
ia n rulingclass, we have to contipuottsly_o b
serve anifstudy it- not in its "idlens" but
in its acrlviry, iirduding lts politics It is *lis
obsenadorijand- snrilv rtrat hads us to F ,

tablish anod:er elemeirrary fict nanteh.
*rar *re Nixrtan rulinschls is nothom*
Ipneous, tfiar it is diviEed into segmentq
goupings, fracrions, fafiions, tendencies
5nd- fi nalfu- nol iticd forces and nqrer blms"

I hi'r,e s#iien on rhe lasr carcipry- poliri
cal forces and polrer blocs * for at leasr z5
vears. and mv knowledse and Bmitlon on
tte suUiecr liave denrelofu wir the vea rs.
rhx tinie around I shall iry to armtd'*squi
sitionsi excsut to rnalce-ftv€ Doims. dre:
Fcnuer ttocs aha poliucal forcei in *re co_{r-

r€xr of rny wririggq are groupingp !n qte
Nigerhn rulinX chss, not from ouside of iL
nrrl: TIE realiw of pourur blos transcends
the current decmnil dlrrisio ns intoAFq FDP.
erc Threeiq,ll pcn trer blocs are polffical fortes;
butnotatt mtitica forces art powerblm.
Foun m,uef btoa an d uolitical forces are not
excltrslve$ rryional" ethnic or religious
groupingq but they have suung reg5ional
and e*rnic and. sorne$mes reltgrctls cotrr
ponenrs or CIreitones.And ffnalfv,the criti
iat difference: Fivs Fower blocs are ttom

up wlth and lnseparable fronr the class lrr
re'resrs ofthe rulirig class zurdifferendy,rhe
suffertng of the ilrasses spring from Ole
nrhrt' purnrir ofdreir classinmresq a con-
tinuou^s and lif*safing ergagernent for
drern the smrggle against it, pfrafikaly a nd
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