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Revisiting a national political debate

: ; ; and Zamfara states. It was from this Old
BY Edwin M&d‘m Sokoto State that the Political Bureau re-

NE of the first definitive steps taken by <¢eived one of the most interesting memo-

ired since the Bureau was faithful in its sum-
mary of contributions. That “faithfulness”, 1

declare, was a product of class stmﬁle
within and outside the Bureau. Ideclare that

dissolution or democratization of tradi-
donal rulership institution in Nigeria, let
there be a referendum to see who will be

General Ibrahim Babangida on displac  Tanda on one of the most controversial  vindicated™. ] . ,
ingGeneralMuhammadu Buhari mupﬁm isaues in Nigeria's “democracy” atthetime:  Idid notregard this memorandum simply the Nigerian Left, strugglingwithin and out-

side the Political Bureau, played acridicalrole
both in thedebateand in the process leading
to the report whose highest point was the
recommendadion of socialism as successor
social system for Nigeria. [ also declare that,
in particular, the Nigerian Left recorded a
clear vicrory not only on the issue of tradi-
tional rulers and waditdonal rulership, but
also on state and religion, state creation, the
role of Labour, the role of Women, and state
support fortheWeak and Vulnerable, etc. On
the issue of state creation, for instance, the

the place and role of Nigeria's raditional  as one of the thousands of opinions re-
ceived acrossthe countryontheissueof ra-
ditional rulers and their place in Nigeria's
republican democracy. I considered it a
dominant “representative memorandum”
- by which I mean that it expressed the po-
sition of an overwhelming proportion of
the contriburtions the Political Bureau re-
ceived on this particular subject. And the Bu-
reauwas faithful ro this glaring fact. In its
reportattheend of the natonal politicalde-
bare, the Political Bureau articulated fivedif-

coup” and coming to power in Nigeria in Au- _ ] ‘ :
gust19sswastosetup, fourmonths later,aty- rulersand traditonal rulership.The memo-
member committee (two women and 15 Tandum was signed by “Thirtysix Con-
men) to organize, conduct, collate and then  cerned Citizens of Sokoto State”. The
reporton a general national political debate,  authors, through four of their representa-
Hecalled the committee the Political Bureay. tves- all middle-aged and articulate - sub-
The political debate was to be on the charac  Initted the document to the Secretariac of
ter; contentand formofa funure political dis  the Political Bureau in Lagos. Thereafter they
pensation expected to be the legal successor  broughtmea personal copy. The memoran-
to both the Second Republic (19791983) and dum of ‘“{h:x{q~six Concerned Citizens of
the military dictatorship thatoverthrew itac  Sokoto State” was written in form of a
rotest. But it satisfied all theconditions the

the close of 1983. Although the Babangida mil
itary dictaorship was neither revolutionary

ureau required in a memorandum. The

nor lefuist it tried tomaintain an ambiguous Opening paragraph expiains the anger of

relationshipwith a numberof known Leftists

the authors: "We, the signatories of this let-

and liberal democrars. We en;:{ recall thata  ter, have, after being keen participants and

decade earlier, in 1975, Gen

MurtalaMo  observers of the activities of your Bureau in

hammeddid something similar. twasoneof SokotoState, decided to writeyouon ourdis-

the Leftist friends of the Babangida dictator-
ship, a veteran that informed a closed meet

satisfaction with some people who have
started to meddie inwhat the masses of the

ing of the Left more than three years later people have to say concerning how they

{(April 1989) that he recommended me for should like this nationto be-sodally,
‘membership of the Political Bureau. This callyand economic
shocking information resolved a threeyear

riddle forme!

, politi-
-inthe next polirical
dispensation.” Going from the generalto the
particular and from the introductory to the

My membership of the Political Bureauwas  Substantive, the protest memorandum of

turbulent, but productive and lasted for 12
‘months of the 15 months {(January 1986

irgyssix Concerned Cidzens of Sokoto
State” said: “Thoseof them whowenton calk

March1987) the Bureauwas in existence. This  ingsome people names because they called

wasessentially because I saw my involvement
as class struggle. Apart from the general is-
particular issues the
‘ included state and
religion; state creation; and the roles in gow

sues in democracy, the
Palitical Bureau

ernance of “special groups™, including, inpar-

for the scrapping or democratization of the
tradidonal institution in Nigeria should
know that Nigerians have come of age, that
they know what is good for them. They
should also know that the democratization
of the institution will not disallow them

ticular, traditional rulers,womenand Labour. from seeking election if at all they have the

ferent positdons from its summary and
analysisof publiccontributionsto theques-
don. These were: “the abolition of the tradi-
tional insttution; the cooptation of the
institution to participate in government;,
the democratization of the systen to con-
form the process of modem government;,
the maintenanceof the statusquo;and the
determinadon of their relevance and future
by the people”. From this the Po-
litical Bureau made the following two mid-
dle -~ ground recommendations:
“Government should provide a legal defini-
tion for this group of leaders (traditional
rulers) and keep a register of such leaders
throughout the country;and therole of this
category of leaders should be restricted o
thelocal government areaswithin the com-
munites where they have relevance. Even
here, however, they should not be granted
legréative, executive, or judicial functions”.
Two formulations therefore emerged. The
firstwas the five-point summary of the dif-

Bureauunanimously recommmended the cre-
ation of only two additional states: the pres-
ent Akwa Ibom and Katsina States- tobring
the number of states at the time (0 21. You
may recall that this was done. 1 declare that
the Nigerian Left can claim this as its victory.
Ahned tt!here are émm'al sudmchievemnts.iig
the history of Leftist popular struggles
ngena.n%msmanmimmleammdaim
and write itsvictories. Beyond that itshould
learn to build on such victories. Thatis the
road of development as a respected, author-
itative and independent political force.
Nothing I have said in this piece should be
construed as support forany faction of Nige-
ria’s ruling class in any of the current inter-
nal of the class. There is simply no
basis for such support. That is, however, not
to say that at certain conjuncuires our posi-
tion may notuphold a position held by a fac-
ton of the ruling class.Butour ‘
alwaysindicate thatwe aredifferentand that

our destination is different. All that lam say-

ferent positions submitted by Nigerians;
and the second was the “recommenda-
dons” of the Political Bureau based on its in-

ing hereisthattheNigerian {efthasa
of struggle which, mgetherwltha?eogs

The reader may recall or easily confirm thar  credentials that the masses of the people
of ¢ aliti B Manifesto, should constitute the founda-

at the time of the national political debare  cherish. If it becomes inevitable for the ra-

Nigeria was a federation of 19 constituent ditional institution to prevail, letitbe ac- ternal debate on the of the tons of its ~democratic interven-
states and a federal capital territory, Abuja.  cording to the wishes of the people, noton  popular debate. Although the recommen- tions. We should be in political
The territory then called Sokoto State (let us umaggbams. P‘mallx they threw a chal dations were areflection of thecom-  developments asserious and legitimate con-
«all it Old Sokoto State) was made up of the  lenge: "If anybody thinks that it is a tiny position of the Bureau itself, the lacter’s testants for power or hegemony in Nigeria.

present Sokoto state and the present Kebbi clique that is spearheading the call for the
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“degree of freedom” in this matterwas lim-




