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Revisiting & nlltional pslitical dehate

11f.[E of r]re first definidrne sreps tatcen by
{Jceneral Ibfiilhim Eabr4gida an d:spJa6
frryC4rerel Mullemrnedu &rhari lnalalace
cotrp' and corning to poarer in Nigeriain A*
gu$ a Bg was to set up, &ur rnonths latq, ar?-
member oornrnJrree (aro $omsr and $
m*n) m organEq corduct, collarc *rd then
reDorr on a qenenel nadonel oolirlral debace.
Hicelled thEmrnmimee dre iultdcalEurseu.

Br&itr-*rldd&l,

The polittcal dehare r.ras uo br nn rh e ctrarrr.-

Abuia
(kr us
ofSu

ard Zernfera stet*$L E t€s frotn thls OId
solctp Etate that the Fnlltical Bureeu re
celvxd

disgalutlon or democrarlxrttsn of trad:i-
don*I sule,rship lnsdrildon ln N$efiq lst
*rcre k e referrndLrrn to s*e rrrho will be
v{rdlcatedl.
I dld not rqard this menftorandurn sirnp$

a$ one of tTre Bruusands of apinions 
-rr{-

ce{w.dacaors the counrry on the issr*of rra-
dlfionat ru[ers and their place In Nigerta's
republlcan democracy, I consider# tr e
dsmlnenf -renrssenratlv* rnemnrandurrf
-by v,rhld! I nieen thet:it e!{prmsed the po'
sifion of en mrerwhelming pmpcrd*rn of
the,confibutions rtre Political Bureau re:
cet$d on this pardnrlar str$ect Ard &e Bu-
r6ruw&s fairhful ro this glaring fam In its
report et {he end of the nedorul polidcal ds
oir-'tq the Folt$cel Bureau artlqrrlited f ive dif-
ferent posldons from trs summery end
analpisof puhlic mnulbudsnsto $.eques*
don-Ttrr* were: tlre abolffion of the tradt-
donal t$sdardon; the cooptadon af tre
iu$iafion to Ferticipat€ il) gcsEmn)enq
the demosattaationof $e qasem B con-
form the process of modern gpvexrlmenq
&e meinre$ane of rhe surnrsquo; and rhe
der*rminedon of*teu rd€r/{Ke arud funre
br the Deople'. F,rom thls s,rrn"rnerv &e b
Iitical Bu neau nde the follor,vtng tr*o mid-
dle ^ ground r,ecornmendadons
'Csrenurrcnt shonld prorrlde a hgal ddint-
don for thts gncrp of leaders (Mldonal
rulers) ard keep a rqgiser of zuch leaders
throughorc rhe ou,muy; and &e mk o[ r]rls
categpry of kaders shorild be resrtcted to
&e locd grneilmlffrt areasr+rlrhin the orn-
munt&s wttere th€f have rdanance. E\rcn
tere. trmretrcr, trg shouH not be grented
tegideurc, enrtiuuig or tudirlal fuiftttons'.
n ,u Ermulerions therebre ernergsd.Ihe
orswr ttr &epointsrmnu$r of trcdli
ferem po$rlons sbmlaed by hl$dans;
ard the secord was the *reomrnenda-
ffirt' of fte Poltttcal Bureau bM on hs ln-
ternal debate sr tre slrntrtery of Src
popular debate. Ahlror.gh the rscornrn€rr
dadons vrre par$ a rcfidon of the corn-
poeidon of the Bureau fseq tk httet's*@ree of M Er &is rnrerwas linr-

ftd strre *reBuleauares faithnd ln lts sxn'
$x$y of mntrtbudsns. That'frlthfulness*, I
declhre, wes a prndurt of class strtrggne
wttrin ind oucside Src Bureau l ddart thet

is*es in Nigsriak *demacreqf at*tetims
tfrs n!*e snd role of Niseria's traditional
mteis and tradidonal rul6rshrp.Tlte menro

randa
one af rhe rrulst Int€oestlrg mernc-
on ons of dre rrost eorltrs$erslal

'randum wss dgRed by "Ihirry-six
Ssltsts Sate'.

Con-
cerrxd Clttaenf of The

Ifig of rhe Ieft more rhan drree Srers Leter
(April lltag) thac he recrlnrmended me hr
memhership of fte fiolitical Bureau This
shocJdqg informedon resolved e rh rreJrrar
riddkformet
W murber$ip of the Foiirical Burreau w:ls

rurbule'nq bur productlye and tasted for p
rnonths of fte $ monrhs (fanuary 1986
Marrh ry87) the Bureeuwas ln exlstence.Tlrls
waseseutlal$ because I sa,r nryr involvsnent
as dass strqsgle-{perrtorn Sre general is
srrfs in demorrarv. &e oanicular issnres rhe
Potidcal Bureau enipseil irxluded state and
retigion; st;re creadon; and fte roles In gorl.
ernarre of-specialgroup*, tncluding; In par-
&rdeq,Eadtdmal ruIus,r{lor}en ard tebour.
The reeder mar recall orea$lvconffrm thar
at rhe dme of-$e nadonal poUUcat debam
N$erta nns e fe&rilIon of U mnsdnrent
,stefes and a fedtral cedral Errirory,
fhe terrimry therr call€d Solom St:lre
call it Ofd Sokoro $are) was nnade up
pllr'enr Solcqo s0rteend tlre presenr

autharq 6mugh four of thetr represen[lt-
dves - all mHdl*esed and ardmhte- sutr
mimed $rE docrimEnr ta dre Srcrxerlat tlf
tfie SrliGral tsumau in l4gos.Thereafier thry
brought rne a personal mpy-The firemora*
dum of -Ihircy-sfi. Conce'rned CrtEens of
$oltoto 5[ate*-$ras.$rrift€n ln tarm af a
Droff sL 8u[ Ir se$sfid ell rherondittsrx rhe
Buneau r*qulred ir a rn*monandun The
opening paragr*ph errylalrx uhe anger af
the andrors lfife, ttre signerori€s of this l€ri
reg, havg *fter being keen parrirfpants and
ohserver$ of the acctvities af vaur Bureau in
Solcoto S*re, decided ro $niriyou cn our di*
sa$sfaction wlth sorne people who hare
st;trfed ro rnddle tn wher the massm of the
people hrye to sry concernlng hottt rhey
str ould like Sris narion to be- sociallSi polki-
callvarxd eronomicallv- in the next oolirical
dtsfrnsauon.' Go tng 6rorn ttre goreral to ctre
partinrlarand from &e intnoducmryto the
zubranclve, &e proftsr mernorardurn of
-Ihir$$Ix Concrned Cldzens of Sohoro
$ate- sal*'Thoseof thern wtro wsnt on sl}
lngsome peoplenernes because Sr€y calH
for &s scrapping or dernocadzadon of the
rxedldutal lnstlwdon tn Ntgeria should
krof, dnt Ntgeriars hne orne of lgg dnr
ftqy lnow what ls good for thern They
should aho lmonr fiur ft e dernamdzarion
of dte lnsdrudon wtll not dtsalluv thern
ftom seeldngelecrlon lf atdl &ey harc the
credenuals thar the rru$ses of &e people
cheristr,lf lt beomes lnevtrable brfte tr*,

ruy mcall ther tlis was &ne. I dedam that
the Nigertao Ieft cau clairl ilrtrr as tsvtctory
nnd rhere are selmral suctr echle$emints ln
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didonal institudon D Dftrail let lt be x-
ccdrrg to drewtshes of dre f*plg rxlt on
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