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Re-introducing the

By Edwi . global threat to humanity and human exis
By n Madunagu tence - the Coronavirus-isover. I believethar
OMETIME in 1999, as both the 20th century

3 §
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beyond the struggletodefeat and suvivethe
Jand thesecond millennium weredrawing  COVIDM9 pandemic, the primary task now ~
toa close, the Pluto Press, London, releaseda  asimportantasitis-isnottodeterminewho,
bookwith the title: “The Lugano Report”and  in particular, is responsible for the calamity
subtitle, "On preserving capitalisminthe2ist  or whether it was a deliberate human act, a
century’. The author, Susan Gearf;e, who humanaccidentora natural occurrence
shares this name with another wellknown  The taskbefore the global Left and the Niger
butmuchyounger woman, wasborninio34.  ianLeftis to become more conscious of how
The older woman, our own Susan George, is  doubly endangered humanity as a whole
anAmerican-French Leftist awriter,a global  and its segments - including Nigeria - have
populardemocratic activist and a publicin-  become under global capitalism. Human-
teliecrual, _ | . ity's double tra%edy is that the global social
Before writing the “Lugano Report”in 1999, forces responsible for this tragedy are also
Susan George had written several research-  the selfish and corrupt forces in power and
based bookson world poverty (and its roots),  directing the saluion! This is the proposi
hungerand famine, debt, capitalist strusctural  tion that Susan George demonstrated inher
adjustment and neoliberal capitalist global-  book, “The Lugano Report”. | believe that
ization. Her other books include "How the  those Nigerian Leftisswhoseetheneed fora
Other Half Dies” ﬁ?ﬁ}, “Fate Wors: than “People’s Manifesto” and a “United Left” to
death"(1987)and “Another world is possible” confront the ruling class and its state will
- ~{2004 ) However, in this piece,-we are con- benefitfronythe book- itsformaswell asits
cemeddirectdywith “The LuganoReport:On - content
preserving capitalism in the 2istcentury”, 2 The “Lugano Report” carries two cenral
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premises, the conclusions and recommen- 1RiNiD

213page bookthatwamsof the heavycost,in - messages. The firstmessage, from which the
human life and human civilization, of allow-  book got its title, was issued through a fic
ng capitalism to endure Jong into this cery  tional group of intellectuals commissioned

i.
tury

by the owners and contollersof the leading

The comrade who lent mea copyofthebook transnational corporations that now domi
when it was newly published warned that it _nate the global capitalist economy. The in-
would “frighten”, or at least "unsettle” me. tellectuals, assembled at the Swiss seaside

“The Lugano Report” had both effects on me.
Let us hear from the author herself why she
decided to frighten her readers: “I'was con-
vinced thatanotherbookof analysis and crit-
icism was pointless,  have spent 25 years of
my life describing hunger, amine, debtand
structural adjustmentand what theyare do-
ing tothe peogg, and virtually nothing has

- changed. So, I thought, why not make things
really clear by taking the Jogic of the global
system to its logical conclusion? I wanted to
put the case clinically to show the horrific
consequences of continuing down the eco-
nomic road we are now”. And that was pre-

resort of Lugano, were 1o answer just one
question: “How can global capitalismbe pre
sewid in the 21st cennury?’
We
facilities provided in abundance, the intel
lectual group {called the “Working Party”z
went towork.Claiming to be “ideclogy-free
they produced a copiously documented re-
port within 12 months. They asked to be
taken seriously and apologized for their ter-
rifying language. Bucthey pleaded that their
report could never be as terrifyi
they had actually seen. The second message
carried by the book is an introduction to a
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Report” racher than its conclusions and rec-  i<ally under-managed world. But if the glob-
free-market economy is o be seibsus

ommendations. For if you demolish the aiiZ : :
COTIC - Jtneedsrules. Those rules canbestbe
made by the major actors in that economy”,

dations will collapse. i
i3 thatis, '{ine-’i’ransnariomi Companies{TNCs).

The core premiseof the Lugano Reportisthat 5, ; ) |
“rhye mrﬁgg atits bmggjesgf?md ,§§s{ inche  The second submission: “it should come as

sive,isthe closestwe arelikely tocome tothe DO surprise that ﬂm‘ﬁg’éﬁ ated mar ke_ts are
wisdom of the Almighty”. Itis therefore de-  Quite capable of creating tensions {mass un

sirable, the Working Party stongly affirmed, employment, social upheaval, environmen-
o preserve the free-market economy. Their  tal  degradation, finandal crash) that
T B i,e_ undermine the market system itself. Global -

warning, however, is that by the way the U ; .
tmnsna%ioﬁal mrporaﬁonst?m*:s} aﬁg cur- shock-absorbers are not being instalied on
rently pursuing production, itisnotonlycap-  our standard model. Given an inherently
italism that is endangered, but the planer fragile system lacking legiimate enforceable
Earth itself. The TNCs muist therefore fashion  Tules, we can only wam against global acci-
mechanisms to discipline themselvesintwo  dentsometime in ghe early twenty-first cen-
directions: saving the environmentandcom  tury ~if not before”. Three: “The twenty-first
ing to termswith the inevitability of the “sys-  century must choose between discipline and
tem” not being able to accommodate controlor wmultand chaos.The onlyway t©
everyone, or, to put the matter directly and  ensure the greatest welfare for the greatest
coacretely, that the world Is dangerously number, whi le stll preserving capitalism, is
over-populated. ©  tomakethatnumbersmaller”. :
“Flowing logically from the “finding” in the - And Finally: “We do notforesee the renais- -
preceding paragraph is lugano Report's core sancgofmmenea»mxetanpim;we;senmsiy
recommendation: Population reducton doubtthatany alternativeworld political eco-
strategies must be evolved to check popula- DOMIC System can reasonably compete with
tion growth, and then reverse it, mostpartic-  the global market economyon theoreticalor
ularé%x the countriesof the gﬁobal South.The —on practical grounds in the decades to come.
Working Party is convinced thart the world A resurgent, credible Marxism is noton the
had exceeded its optimum population byar  cards. So, the fate of the world is directly tied
Jeast 40 per cent, and thatmostofthe“excess” tothe fate of capitalism:ifthelatter collapses,
population comes from the South, Drastic 5o willthe former™. e
measures must therefore be initiated tobring , These submissions are combinations of
back the population to the optimum. Con- “premises”, “findings”, “recommendations’
cretely and in practical terms, populationre- and*warnings” issued by the “Working Pary™
uction  measures must become forthe “preservation of capitalism®. Over to
conditionalities for economicassistance. For-  You, the Nigerian Left. But, then, is Susan
tunately, history has also provided instru- George a pessimist? Not exactly, she says: “If
ments for population reduction, including  you are fatalistic, you say that capitalism just
Conquest, War, Famine and Pestilence - the rolls on like a juggernaut, crushing greater
four “Horsemen”. parts of humanity and the environment. But
we end this tiiem with four particular sub- the system is fragile, with lots of cracks. we
missions of the Working Party: One: “The just have o get out there with our pick axes
mi€ans so fm‘;l devised for ngmefieemgél sabfgi ?Wﬂfﬁsy - thefaxﬂt&ni?’ irskRsi
guarding and perpetuating the 0 umarn survive this p Cas
market economy are grossly inadequate. A survived others before it. But the Left and all
briefinventory of existing global institutions  ant-capitalist forces should determine that

dsely what she did. . refutation of the Working Party's Report by
On my part, lam re-dntroducing thebookat Susan George. The authordoes notprovidea

this time because I believe that Nigerian left-.  comprehensive refutation - which she had
ists ought to search out and read or reread: hitherto been doing- but a method of refu-
this book either noworas soon asthis grave ', tatior: Auack the premises of the “Lugano

shows that mostofthem areworthless fores-
capingthe dangers on the horizon. They may

be worse than useless in so far as they convey

afalse senseofsecurity. Welive today in 3 trag-

global capitalism, together with its regional
éxﬁidnaﬁa%ialseg‘mnts,wm:mbeall%m
reconstifute its pre-p political hege-
mony when allthisisover. . |




