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A FTER everv war. everv

AF]?l;,l"on"; 't%;14
pandemic, it is time to rebuild,
time to emphasize the common
fate of humanity. Systems of
governance, economic brders and
prevailing notions and practices
of right and wrong and of justice
and iniustice are more or less
thorodghly reimagined and
refashioned. This happened after
the end of the two horrendous
world wars of the first half of the
20'h century. Though on a much
smaller scale, it happened also in
all the regional wars in Africa
and the Balkans in Europe in the
second half of that century. In
particular, the greatest moments
of economiC and social
engineering for a more equitable
world came on the heels of the
devastations of the first and
second world wars. After war
comes peace, after torrential,
greatly unwelcome rain comes
quiescent calmness in the
heavens, in homestead ancl
farmlands. So rvill it be with
capitalism as the reigning global
order after the end of Coviil-l9.

Now, this idea might seem
counterintuitive, perhaps even
wrong-heacled. This is because
on a first look at the inner loeic of
the destructiveness of CorrYd-tg
which separates people,
communities and even family
members apart, it attacks th'e
moral and prasmatic
foundations of human^ soffdaritv.
Indeed this inner logic of ttie
pandemic seems to hlve come
just in time to intensify and
expand the long trerid in
capitalism to make -economic life
more and more capital-intensive
while making labour more and
more exploited and even made
superfluous as robots and
processes of automation edge out
workers in their millions in the
rich countries of the world. But I
don't believe that even Zi.'t
century capitalism, with all its
considerable advancement in
making economic life on the
planet more capital-intensive
and the exploitation of workers
and their families more
expansive will escape this older
logic of nature anil organized
social life. What is thls older
logic? In the aftermath of every
global or regional war or
pandemic, there always comes a
time to rethink and refashion the
bonds that unite us as human
beings.

I do not wish to be
misunderstood. It is not every
attempt to rethink and reoreaniz'e
life and its economic and"social
bases after a war or a pandemic
that succeeds. Some sutceed and
many fail. Here's one example of
a spectacular failure. After the
end of the second world war, it
was clear to everyone, colonizer
and the colonized, that the old
colonial-imperialist order that
gave the pre-war global orderboth its rationale and
justification had to go. But what
happened? Colorri-alism went
and neocolonialism came to
replace it as black and brown
skms teamed up with white skins
and tumed billions of black and
brown skins, with some millioni
of white skins, into the wretched
of the earth.

But if there is no guarantee
that the. p.roject to reim"aginu ur,a
rebuild life after a war or a
pandemic will succeed, neither ii
there a certainty that it will endin failure. Nigeria and itsencounter with the Ebola
epidemic is one instance of this
seeming "neutrality" of successor failure after i collective
disaster. The whole nation
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rallied into a united peoplehood
and nationhood duriire the brief
rampage of the epidemlc. But that
real but in the- end makeshift
unity ended in no time at all as
the. hation, especially its rulers
and leaders, qirickly settled intothe 6usin'ess-as-usual
divisiveness that undereirds all
acts of massive and unrtlentine
despoliation of the ,esorrces an8
assets of the nation and life
became hellish for rnost,q.f .the
populace. But Nigeria undeiihe
invasion of the E-bola virus was
an epidemiological skirmish, not
a total war. Not only was it short
in duration, it did not cause a
massive disruption of economic
and social life ihat could promot
a "post-skirmish" reimaginins'of
better life for all. For thatlwe hive
to look to the civil war of 7967-
70. About two to three million
dead and most of it undei
extrem-ely savage conditions
ryh.osg ferocity shocked the entire
global community. And ves, some
attempt at rec6nciliation and
reconstruction was made after
the cessation of hostilities. But
the imbalance between,,vi;to;;-,;
and "losers" was too wide indwe must admit that the
devastation caused by the wii
was heavily lopsided u, -oiuthan two-thirds of the countrv
and its peoples were sparea in'"worst horrors of deitruction
during the war. And th;;e ;;;
atso thls: a ruthless, wasteful and
ll:|"J"ly.fo'q of capitalismreptaced the ,,exporf 

croD,,.
i mport-substa tion'u"d Uuii-nri
and retormist. capitalist econorfiyot the pre-civil war era.

. Will Covid-19 have a more
sobering and chastenine imDa.ion Nrgeria? This que"stioil isralsely . put. Ebol6 was anep.rdemlc, not a pandemic; forrnls rPason, it could validlv beregarded as a Nisiriiioccurrence, even witH its

connections with other countries
in our'West African subreeion.
And for all its savaserv an8 the
wide ripples it catsdd in the
international community, the
civil war was also ultimately a"local" Nigerian affair.'By
contrast, there is no "Nieeriail
Covid-19" as such sinie the
whole world without exception.
together with the global ecoiomic
order, is dealfng with its
rampage. To look a[ its real and
potential impact on the global
economic order, Nieerii will
suftr the same fate as aJl the other
countries of the developine
world. Regardless of size'and
location, all countries with an
economy ttiat does not have a
convertible currency and is
massively dependent <in imports
will becoirre extremely vulneiable
as Covid-19 wreak's its havoc
while it lasts. Here's one thins
everyone can and should easilV
appreciate: we will be hard hit bi
the looming disruptions in th'esupply chain of' the global
economy.

But -then 
there arises the

question: which countrv, which
flgion of the world will tie,purod
the clevastating impact o'f the
roommg drsruphons in the elobalsupply chain of our fullV but
uneqtrally integrated 21', centtuv
capitalism? The answer to thi's
question is unassailable. yes, wedepend on imports for nearlv
everl,thing, froh machines an&
supplres for our hospitals antl
tactories to very simplb products
f 
tk9. pencils, toothbiushes, and

toothpicks. Tlrcy, they on the'othii
hancl, depend on supplv of raw
materials from us, on'clieap and
seasonal migrant labour froin ourregrons.ot the world and on thernsahable appetite of otu arriviste
oourgeoisie for the luxury eoodsor. their culture and 'le'lsure
in9ustries. So, yes, afriia ;J th;otner nations and regions of the

developing world will be hard hit
by the economic depression that
is already on the- horizon of
expectation of the impact of
Covid-19 on our world. Bdt so will
the rich countries of the develooed
economies and polities. We ar6 aU
together in this historic
coniuncfure, compatriots.
. I suggest that^this will be thebasis for imaeinine new
directions for capitalisrfi in our
world in the post-Covid-l9 era: we
are all together in a leakins.
sinking boit. In every countrv fr
the world, only cooperation will
work against tlie health, economicand social havocs of the
pandemic. Yes, the claims of the
richest corporations that emplov
the largesf numbers of wo*er's
will atfempt to achieve prioritv
over the cliims of other srictors df
ec.o.nomy and society. Countries
will try [o assert their rieht to find
their own unique soluti"ons to the
threats and uncertainties posed to
a.ll of us by the pandemic'. And in
hme, manyof theelitesof theworld
lvrll try to exploit and expand the
advantages that their lifestyles
grve them over the lit'estvles of the
poor and the exduded;'thev will
try to sit out the run of the rarirpase
ot . the pandemic in rela'tiie
rsolahon from the generality of thepeople. But, - rem6mber.
compatriots, global capitalism is
the glue thai holcls evervthine
together. Do not leave out'sloba'l
capitalism in your thoughts 5n the
portents of this pandeiric.
, At this point in the discussion,
I come to the heart of the matter.
Consistent with its name,-lG
nomenclature, capitalism at everv
stage-and in every form depends
on 

. 
the sovereign import of

caprtal, especially-with rieard towho controls it, who mXkes itwgl\ for the group or class to
w_hfch they beYongl at tnu """iot lts success as-a globaliiedeconomic order, Eapitalism

established control bv capitalists
of evervone and ev6rything in
society,'including and 

-especially

the sdvernments-of the countries
of tfie world. This is what gave
rise to the subbranch of the
discinline of economics known
as bolitical economv: the
suboidination of even politics, of
governance itself, to capital,
business.

I suggest that Covid-l9 is
likely to subiect this sovereign
reign of capital and capitalists to
its ereatest challense in the last
two"hundred years.'Why so? The
answer to this questioft is both
simole and complex. Here is the
simirle part of th'e answer. As the
woild rises to the challenge
posed by the pandemic, the
bwnershib and cbntrol of capital
and therrifore of capitalists, ^will
become the axis around which
the defeat of Covid-19 will be
consummated. Permit me to
rephrase this point and make it
easier to understand. The capital,
the wealth that will be needed to
defeat Covid-19 is too big for any
capitalist, indeed too big for all
capitalists, all billionaires
combined; only the aggregate of
the wealth of the nation, of the
people, can achieve what is to be
done. As a matter of fact, we are
finding that in the wake of the
devastations of the pandemic, the
capitalists themselves have to be
bailed out of the leaking, sinking
boat! It is often said thaT thev arE
too big to fail. Well, tell thht to
Covid-19! This brines us to the
more complex part o? the answer
to our question.

Capital does not create itself;
it is created by women and men
working together to expand the
current levels of intlividual
wealth and social capital. Let us
put this in a simple lormulation:
the iffiastrucfures, the roads and
highways, the bridges and
tunnels, the airports and motor
pSrki and the whole gamut of
physical requisites -for the
generation of wealth are not the
creation of capital and
capitalists, they are created by
and through thei collective wealth
of the nation. Even when thev are
literally built by capitalists, the
capital with which to build them
are provided throueh contracts
paidfor from the collEctive wealth
of the nation and the people. yes.
Dangote made his 'wealth
through his foresightedness andhrs mastery of modern
techniques of 

-entrepreneurshio.

But who does nof know thit
beyond the sale of cement andother products, he too has
9epended on the contracts and
rnfrastructures Drovided by thesocietv? r

Th6re has always been a form
of wealth, of wealth generation
that supersedes the "wealth oi
capitalists as individuals and
members of a class. Covid-19 hai
brought us back to an acute
awareness of this capital that has
always been therd before the
modem advent of capitalism and
capitalists. Covid-19 has brousht
back into very sharp focus ihe
supremacy of this cabital before
a.nd beyond capitalists. I admit
that much of what I have said inthis piece is heavy 

"" uUri.u"i
speculation and generalizations
aDout a pandemic whose impacton our world is anything'butabstract. In nexi wEek,sconclusion, we shall mate-iireooservatrons and reflections
Iro.r9 concrete, more evidence andfact-based. First of utt, "iio*rJwe have to keeo ,"*i"i"g*t"lid
scourge of the pinoemrc.
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Beginning to reimagine capitalism
alter the pandemic -.ul outline
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