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By&firft Uaemae,

7-1N Aprtl 4 20 20., erl br a cou ple of days
\,fthereafter, my artlcle,'Re{ntrod rrlrr8
the Lugam Report', app€ad in the media
and ondiscrsstm platfams. Ttn cqrtent of
the plece ts what the tltle lndicates a rq€at
Introductlon to readers, panlcular{y from
the Ntgertan Left. ofa book I had prevtotsly
introduced under a dlfferent ntbric, The
earlier lntroduction of the guasl{ctlonal
boolq'The Lugano Reporc on preseMng
capitall<m tn the 2tst centurlf, wrl&en ry
Susan George, was published about a
decade ago.ln r+lntrodrrlng the book I
proposed that Nigerhn lrftisB'ought to
searrh out arrl read s reread ttds book d-
ther nowor as soon as rhis gnve global dan-
ger to hurnanlty and h uman orjstence - tle
Coronavlrus-ls oter,'
Wtry ttre re+eading? Because'ttre task b+

ta.e the gl&al Left and the Niseriar Left Is
to become more consdous of howdouHy
endangered hurnanltyas a whole anl lrs
$egments - trrludlng Ntgerla - haw be
come undergl obal capltalisrn- Hurnanltyls
double tragedy is tlrat the global $ociel
forcs reryonSble for &ls trag,edyare also
the selflsh and mrrupt brces in forarer and
dae<ting rhe solutlonf
Myartlcle ended on a note of optlmlsm

ard exhoradofi to rk Ie[: "Hr-rmanity w{ ll
slrMre this pndernlcas lt suMved otherj
before iu fui theleftandall anttrapttalist
forces should determi ne thar global capl-
talls-tr, together with itsrqglorul and na-
donel segrffins, wlll not be altowed to
recoostifute ils prepandemic polttical
hegemony wtren all this ls over,'Thus, I
sarted my anicle wtth focus on the Niger-
ian teft, but ended lt on the global plane.
Readers shoul4 pleane, nore thts.
On t{ayaz,2ozo,a rnonth after myarticle

appeared, a piece tltled'to [,tadunagu on. '

tlre Lugano Report' came out ln The
Gwtdlan.ltwas written by the paper'sAs-
sodate Edttot OtnokioJafulius Eta ffr read-
Irg and rersreading Eto's article,I could
see thet he nas not directty respondlug to
rny artlcle, at least not tn trls pi€ssp ubllshed

inThe Guordtan.Rarher, as I fdq, hewas pro
voked or lnspired by my ardcle ro share his
strongly heldvietvs on a broa( htstorlcally-
deterrni ned range of lssues of m utual tnter-
est to him and tome.These issues lnclude:
globa I eleloi tation. oppression, discrlmi n+
don. social inJusdce, raclsm and irnperial
lsn:. I n h i s article, Eto copiously quoted Biko
dgeino, a professor of Sociology who, like
Ero, is a member of dte respecmd "Aftic+tlSA
Dia logue Serles" p ladorrn

Holrrever, whereas tn hls ar$cle, Eto ap
pmached $re zu bject of our m urual i nterest
from the fhn.Afticanisr perspective (where

- 
P:n-Africanism may be brtef$ in troduced as
a "rnryemeng founded around 19oo, [o st!
cure equal rights, selfgovemment, inde
pendence and unlty forAfrcan pmples"), I
have been doing so from the Mancist per
spectirre. And on accountof rny perspecriue
I havg frum tlrne to timel posed the quee
don sharp$ as "captalism versus social-
ism', And to remotre all arnbiguities or
doqbts, by 4socialism' I mean*anti.cspitalist
socialism'.Ielto beliese, as SamirAmln aF
ffrmed long agq ttrarMarxism is essentiel$
the soclal sclence ofsochlist reuoludon. And
ftnatly, along rhls'llne of thought,l bellwe
tharMarxisrn, as defined here,will become
largely superfl uous, if nor obu<rlerc, as s(xtn
as socialism is realized on e global lwel.
(Please, note thrrin its ofiginal sense, the
rcrm *socialism", undemrood ln the Mant-
ian senx,can be used Inrerchangeablywith
'communlsm'.' Eto lmplicttly diddrls I n hls
piece,and I lovr it).
The preceding paragraph is n:ylirst clarifr

cation. The seoond cla ritication is thls: I have
been engaging the Nigerian left ftorn the
Maxist perspectlve on tlp rrple question of
popula r democraqrrworkers' pouter and so
cialism in Nigeria and global$. In panicu
lar.I have been urglng the Nigerian teft to
ratse ttre levbl of ir organizadon to reflect irs
curent responsibtlity to rheworking and
e<ploi ted nusses of Nlgeria
fu I said earliern m1'Pan'tftcanist compil

riot, f ulius Eto, did noq in his anicle, Tt:
tvtadunagu on the Lugano Report" directly
address rhe issues I ralsed andtheproposi

tions I presented in my earller ardcle,'Re
inrroducing the Lugano Reporf. I have
enen been tempted to belierre ft:itbofi he
a ncl BIko Agoz ino were no( pad ent enough
in readlng rny anicle. But slnce a nr.rmberof
sratements ln Eto's article are of public irr
tere$ and also of imrnediate relerrance to
our comrnon intere$s, I shall briefly re
spond m thern tn brqad terms.And my re
sponse will be summarized ln nro polnts of
funher clarlflcadon: one theoredcal and
tdeological, the other practlcal and politi-
caL
My first potnr is rhis Althougt ir is possi.

ble to decouple a potiti cal ldeologt lnto its
consrlruentelemens- called Heologlcal eL
emen6 - e reyerse process Is a "hard nut to
craclf in rhe smft of not heing capable of
yielding a cornplem orcoherentor erren i*
telligible statemenq tatk kss of restoring
the original ideolory.lhis is becaue an ide
ology is nor the arithmetlcal sum oflts co*
sdruent elements - fust as a walI Is notthe
zurn of the blocks used tn building it.There
are cridcal (drongh, in places, intrngible)
links and connecting glues rhat are losr
when an ideologr ts belng decoupled. Iris
the bullding blocK plus these ltnla and
connectirg glues - rather then ttre blocs
alrne- thatgftre an ideologr its logic, shape,
strenglh and uniquenesr

When mo dtfferent tdeologies, such3s
Mamlsm end Pan.Afrlcanlsnl are broken
dowrlwe may fi nd thatsome or serreral td*
ologlcal elements are qlrnmon m borh tde
ologies. Thet ls what rnakes poltrical
colhboration or alliance porentiatly porsi
ble. Horer,rr, wlur is cnrclal is rhe place
a nd role of a panicular ideological elernent
in the ldeologr intowhich it is 0tted For in
srance,'antlrac{sm' appears as an ideolog
ical elen:ent in both Marxism and
Pandfricanilm bur fie}, pla)' different roles
and carry dlfferent triip-oiis and itrpllc*
tlons in these different ideolOgles.
My second concluding point is Sris: In rhe

centxal pen of his aniclgEto said: "As noted
in nry contribution on this iszue (*re issue
of the *Lugano Reporf - EI\,I) ro dre USA
Africa Dialogue Series, indlvidual Afrlcan

nadons alone. in rhdr Present small sizes,
cannot survive even tftheyall become collr-
munistlsocialist because thry wfil $ill be
suscepdble to manlpulation by the doml-
nant polidcal por,rcrs (Russia, [JSA,ChlnA EU

em). I also smssed Stat aII communistllvlarx-
ist theories becorne practically limited
when appliedtoAtrica if the condnent re
mains fragmented Atl btack inte[lecnrals
and some enlightened polltichns kncrr ft is
mrtlr, thougr itts bimer to sorneof dte selF
lsh ones rnd agents of capttaltstand com-
muni$ imperialism'.
My response }rere is a promise to my com-

patrtoq lulius Eto.And Ore prcmise is that I
shall disctrss, ln not too disnnt furure. the
concerns he ralses here under the long
sandtng revoludonaryMandst t}rcsis on ffte
challenges of building scielBrn in a single
country oreven ln a combinadon of coun
rries - a s long as capitallsm dorninates gbb
ally. I shall also show frat the'antfracism'
and'rsmludonary internrdonalism' to
which I subscrlbe, as a Marxist, subsume
sorne of the concems of Pan*{ftlcan isnr- Fi
nat$ t strEll shor,v that thottglt Marxlsnl as a
livtng, flghrlng ldeologr of liberadon is
$rong and resilient,lt ls not, and cannot
clalmto\anddes rrct need no claimmbe
fxrrE,'infallible' or tnonolittric'.

Final$, the opening senences of Biko
Ag,uino's smtemenr-which Eto quoted in
hls (Eto's) suppon read: lltlhatyou (thar ls,
Eto) ndendfied ls theweakness ofnadonal
Leftgroups lnAftca Comrade triladunagu ts

dimcdng his c.hallenge to tre Nigerien Le.ft
but relative$ left out the Pari Afrlcan Left.
tvteenwhile, thb Lugano Rcportruas pitded
at the global l€rrel end not at the mlcron+
donal In'el because captuilism is a global
mode of production.! I glve tr,ro short re-
sponses here. One: Agozino and Eto may
need to re-read my ttryano' ardcle or go
back to the ltrst three punsr"phs of the
presentardcle to realize they lradnotbeen
patient ln reading nre. Two: The Marxtst
goal ts global sociallst rarohrdoq tmt I tnve
to engage fte struggle here or anSwhere his
tory places me -prwtded, alwayst that my
perspectFelsElobel
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