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Reo{gani sing Nigerja's Left politics
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TTIERE is a contradiction betwten en en- mocratig Left-populist and class*pecific
IOurirrgdesirieoftheNigerianleft(rheeg- pl*dormsofeducation r,esearch.lrtforrRa-

gregate ofNigerian Marxlsq socialists and tion,discursionanddebatr,sharperchanges
fragmensofradicaldernocraslontheone and, mosrsignificanrly,rnobilizarion Qrpo
hand and the aaual historyofNigeria's Left ltdcal lnrenenrions -qualltatitre$ difierenr
poiiticsontheodtenThatcontradictioncan fiom th€ f',I6O phenorireno4 ttrough partty
be statsd like this: Nigerian Leftis lrave al- originafirg in ie The.se plarforrns hare corp,
n i..]s trgped to fou-nda substanual and re tinle,a m iraw in Nffrian pmfessionals of
sproableprntligerianorganizationttratis both ser(es end otlier srnata of tlre middle
cl-:rableof permanentlyahd continuously class Counted amcng the platforrn$ are
cr ;,rdinating theirretolutionarystrategitr Nigerian Socialists, r-,rnferenceon ll,larxism,
anrJ populardemocratic struggles rqgard- Friendsof Rerclutiorr(fORlAllianceon Sup
lessoi'theelectonalagendarim*tablesand vMrrgCff/IllgandBryond(A5cnB)andserr
timelinespresented to the nation by Nige eral orhers that are eirher unknown orare
riab rulingclass and its governrnenrs. But inappropriate fornxntircn in this rnediurn-
wtrat,archiwhadinpractketstjrattlretra- It ii also heart-warming and insplrlng to
fectory(riseanddecline)of Leftpoliticsand notc ttrat the soclallst and popuJardgnlfi-
organization in our codntry since the Sec- raticadrrocacyofthe Nigerian leftinthe last
ondlteptrblicseerrrstomtrrorthetraiectory fite lrears has beconre dearcl bolder and
ofournationalpolitics{especiallyeliaoril morl confident trt i:: discussion of ferni-
contes'tslwhich,as weall knorq has largely nism,*renationalquestion secrrlarityofthe
beendeterminedanddominamdbytherul- srace, thecridcal plhcementof therrorklrg
ingclass class, Sre rvide anil elastic horizon of democ-
ttis notnecessaryln thisarticle to auempf raqyandhutnan rightsandrernlutionaryfui.

to dr'rncnstnte the precedlng proposition ternanonalfsm. Nigerian Lrftl anripoverty
In iiny historical detail. This rr,ill derail the and anti<omrpdon:,truggles hare becorne
focusof the article. It is suflicient for our n:ore class<onscious What rernains 0o be
purpose to proced from Ore fact that the done In this splere qf rising maturity is for
irropositionis true prirna facie. All that the theNigerian teftto sturpenitsperceptionof
Niginian left needs-to do nowis rc resolve, political pou,eras a realizable strategicob
once,',galn,tobreakwith this herltageotty le(rie
ing the tempo of its politics and organtza- Ihequestion nff is: Florvcan the Nigerian
ticn to the iempo of ruling class poliUcl left, ]uving recorded the qualiAtirre and
and then rfse to nralize irs historicallyde quanritatiw adrences described in &e pre
termined needs and possibilities lhat is dre ceding paragraphs,esablistr a framer,rrork no
centnal oncern of this piece" coordjnate itris first set of advances, drus
Hating said this, it has to tte recognized, helplqg to reallze their combined rarolu-

and ne do recqgnize and proclaim dut $e rionary potendals? In answeq, rtr can say Snt
Nigerian l-eft hasgrown rxltonlyin size but there ire. at least, three possible strategies
also in quality in the last fire yean It has t,!h shall quickly dispose of rhe first rurc
gro$n ln diwrsiry in cneadvitlt in prspec- xnatqgles h.hlch arE, ln facq 'remlnders',
tire,andinaudacityThe n)ostsignifk-ant el- and rlren proceed rodredrirdr{rk*lthough
crnents of the quatitatiw clrange hare been nor nel{ has not been in acrireconsi&ration
brottgftt abart blrthe creatire emphynent for a 1c*g dnre.
of t}r rapidlydedoping nrodern cfrnmtr Ttre lirst possible strateglr is th.b: Irt a num-
nica&rntechndog,lnpopulardenncratic ber of Nigrian rnolurionary socialist+
struggle, oqgrnizition campaign and hopefully wirh some Marxisq select thenr
i&,oracy rhes, draft a ltoplet Manifesto br $E
Hore coixrfiel$ ttle dcmeilts of the Ntger- Nigrrlan teft efiablish an lnterirn Coordi-

ruting Ce ntre for ttr Nigerian k&, draft an
apnda forthe fimt meetlngof th I s "Netv fF
fort" (to be artended by com rades carefully
selected by them), draft anagenda for suc{r
a rrreeting. surnmon it and dtrect it. At tIrc
conclusidn of thr m*eting, with the setting
up of an interim teadership, the original
group is dissolved, hat ing toncluded its
missirln.
The seco*d possible strategS'is embtdied

in t{re following excerpt fronr my a:tlcle.
'Itielirtrlrrary llotf,.s on FerotutironNotrF {Au;
gust 15, aOiS): "tf Nigeria suruives long
enough from the current battering of the
counry's ruli ng class. tarianr of utut was
attemoted on huqust 5.2019 may k at-
rcmp*d aga in andagain unttl a spark leads
to ahatlonal contlagtation ora successful
popular rer;olutlon resultlng frnnt a better
tonceircd, planned and executed srrategy
Such a successful popular revolution ttill
presenr to orery left entlty- organizatk]: or
tndividtral - dre choice of ioiningthe rer,u
I u tion as an active partki pant, tlrereby e nG
ing this long stalemate".
Now. to dre drlrd possible strategyAbluta

rnonth ago, a political formarion, named
fte Nigerian Consuladw Forum (l.ICf ).arr
nounced lts comlng tnto being. The ewnt
was widely publklzed in the pring onlirte
and socia[ media Going by its first public
announcement, including lts "mission
srarment'and &e lisr of tts lnlrtators (ac-
tual and assrrned)one can say, teotetrvely,
that rte forrnaebn ls respecable reformist
and patrioric. But it is not l-rft. by any
stretttL

wtsh to add that there are s€t'eral efforts I
have been inrcl.red lately and I betieve t]rat
drere ls a grorving perspicttve dratall efforts
should beharrnonized br rnaximum trnpact
At the appropriate time,we shall come before
Nigerians to present the neur pletforrnufiiclr
would be predicattd upon prornassesori-
ented and antl-poverty progmmrne, and
hopefully Sre founders of the new initialiw
will be oroud notto be left ouf.

Fi rsq i clarification: Historkally. poli ticatty
and i<teologkally, it is not wrong,yr an qb
solutesense, to inroketre na$tes of popular
and restrxcted persorulgBs irr nraking ltnpor-
tant pol itiral tntertrentions t n national crists
or rCvolutionary sinrations The uord'im-
Domanl'should be de&ned tnre as ttrtended
to sare -t}re nation'or a'polittcal clrtlty'or
er€n an'idea'. But wtmewr ls rnakingsuch
an "irl*ocadon' (widrout consultarion or no
tice) is assuming a gntrr responsibilitywhlch
mu$ be based at leaston honesty and suffi-
cient knowledge of the lntoked. Once these
conditions, delJberarcly loade( are satisfred,
a good name can be lnrroked as free$ as trre
breathe the air.

Now to the subsandrre and critlcal ques-
rions.They are also rtrercrical; so Comrade
Fa lana ls not obl iged to start ansnrcrirqg thenr
Will the'nerff initiative' envisaged by Conr
rade Falana in his sultementbe teft,Centrtst
or Rieht? I rule out tlre Riqhtbecause I luve
knodn and foltor,rred FaEna for l0 !tar$
since t98o. If Ieft or Centrl st t\d ll Mandsts and

socialists go lnto ltas indMd-
rnls or as a ined
whatle.relof

?If

One of the nanrs inroke4 wittput notice
orconstrlution in the birft announcenrnt
of l,tCF was Comrade Feml Falana" a rttll-
knorn Nigcrtafl trfttst frondlne human
rights lauryer and a Senbr Adrpcate of Nige
rla (SAN! After seeing the anrpurrcement,
Conrade Falana politelyand lna resporui-
ble rnanrcr explained dut he was neitlrr
consuked nor notified before the an-
rpumernenc Fle acknor{edged dre efhru
and sincertty of &e lnltftrtors but politely
dcclincd rnernbenhip.
After thls lntroducrory comment, Conr'

rade Falana u,ent trl the critkal point:1

gies forthe Nlgsrtan Leftto make a n$,vgtnl-
ftatirre leap in its national politics end
organization. My modestobiective here has
bein to sinrply presrrt themas cleartyaspe
sible and nor to infer wtrether I am andclpat-
fu rg a revolution or targetlng ehctoral politks
- or 2023" for ttrat rnarrcr. Bqpnd thiq t may
suggest that tln three $traEglcr an rxfi mtr
nrallyoalusivc, By ftis t mean that $e brceh
through that we 36ek sulr occur ai I
comblnatbn of twoorall du duec ehrn*
d\,ts.

fornutkrn?
alternative stfiate

wu*vguardian.ng t{8grh lgrardbntBtr Sotmns @Bnr*ar*Fda


