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Snrdy notes on'revolution' and'nationalunit]/
By Edwin Haduagu
-1rHE im;rcrfanre ancl rrrgencl'of this sul:ject ro the Nigerian
I l"eft, at'this tinre. denund thar t begin the discussiol) $'ith a

series ofcJear prupcxitionrAnd that is r+{rat I irrtertd to &lhere.
Noneot'theproposirlom, hl ltsessence.rryill he'new ro rhe mov*
ment or in ihe movement'. What nraybe new u'ill be tlre lvay
they are ettlt'ulated rnd btuught together hete, TIte oteer'
llqgged and ]et nor to+itlurninated subiect,the national ques-
noni may enrer rhis particular discusslon becau-se of lts
connecri6n wiEh the qdestton of narional trnity' Tlte lirst two
propocitiors rvtll esablish the tink I arn nrakitrg ber.ween oter,.

ol urion" aild *national unilfl {n Nigeria
The opening proS.rrririon is this: Historicallyand philosophi

cally, {er,ro}u6in"is t}recore reesoll * ifrrortheo*ly reason - for
the ernerpnce. gontjnued eristenr.e. viultryand resilience oi
rhe ;rolirical trlr In fact, the pulirical lefr will cease to exist hr
essehce if 1trrc I triion', cotreir.ed as the overth rout of a clasp
state Iry is :'lass enerniesattd the es'ebli$rrtretrtofarxlthercl*ss
stare c-ease; to be its core basis of existence and this thetis
remirlns ralid ewn if the ideological embodiment of rhis par-
rictrl*r hard concepdon of"rgrolution" is a ttutnerital rnimrify
ofthemorernent.
Src"a p-p*itioruThe question of "national un1[rha5 ber
coore strch an urgent and burning tssue In our country and
Nigerla's present rultngclass has bmrneso incapable oftea&
ingdreountry to it thatttrcwry firxprodamation ofthr Ntger-
ia ri teft on coming to por,uer or olfice i n Nigeria, tn r.st embody
a clear sratanen( on'nadonal uniqf.
Thlrd propositlon: {y"mtoludon'in Nlgerla I mean, for e]te

aroidairce of doubt, i roolution of the lor.rtr Classs of the
Nigrrian hple a relolution which may be fu nher character-
izia, aependingorr dm concrete sihladort and corn{arion and
balancebf(scial) brcesonthe grourrrC, ase socialise retolution,
a populariemodradc rernluttdn, a natkxu[democr:atlc rele
Iuhoh ora people's rerolutEon lhe lax three charaaerEatlons
are coneeired by sorne lvlarxist tendencEs ltt the Nlgeriaft Irft
es "stages" or'npmentf in a soclalist retolurion.
Ihe rdslqical core ofthe Nigerian tsft iscomnriBe( in prtn'

ci ple. to rrorld raolutbn l{tnn my generation ofthe Mgwhn
Lrft rteslotrqguebelleredard used osay tlrat thelast banle of
rhls rtr,ulution r.,ould bc fou8trt in Anrerica. tht strongw bas
don ofcapftrlism and inpcialisn. Itrdas an e1€nt we ptn rcry
far. bqond our ohrn li&drDe. Wq lmtreim', also beliettd tlnt
the irrrpwt ofdreAnslan (Soclallst) R$dution rtould oderrd
to ttle whole wprld. Since it r+ns going fo be ttre las hattle
ground we patd lirtle attendon to wtut was hrppenlng in that
northerrr half of the Arnertcan corttinent - beyond eadlng
bookand lnrnuls and nr4g4drm flowing like\a€ter from ttr
place Comrade Biodun |eyib (Bl) ensured tfur lte bro€ht to
my possession eruy nor.Lrft pt$licatlon ln &uerta (book or
lmrnal) ttut h* considertd lmponanr
It4rh r+trar ts now happenlrqg tn Anxrka under the Black utts

Maner (BLM) moernent and the lnsplfiadon thls hasglten to
rysseA peopks and rerolutonary forues acrm &eglobe,
ard - hr rne -tls andpr wttich Bl has ?mbarkd upon in his
column in thc $rnday t'$rSm rnsprper fialakaua Uberatlon

$ourth proposirion: Ar longas the overthrowola class-srare a ncl
tlre creiooh of another is the road through rt'hith et'ery social"
ist or porxrlardelnoeratic rwolutiorl ttitl pasi I do not forcsee
the oremrrning of theconclusion reached by Marxis polirics
long ago and votced by Leon Trotsly in his Th_e History of rhe
Russtan Retolution [t9:eX "Organixtiots *nd leaders consti^
tute not e& indelxndent but nelerttxlesse rery impo*ant el'
em€nt in a rerolution \{ithout a guiding organizarion the
energyof tlr€ nussis would dissiparc like smatn enclmed itr a
pistonbox But, netertheless, lt{rat rT}o&'es tlrirrgs is not t}re pis
ton or the trox but ttx steafil-. We in Nigeria.operating fronr
va rio$s rerol utionary tbrmarion s. i ndepe. nden t ty and from fi nr
principrles reached this same concltsion more than-+o lears
aga Oieourse, nra ny thi lig;s have e haltged si rrce t hert, Lr ut none
oF these changes lias clrillenged that conclusion. We mrmt
rherefore continue m insist on the ii)fldubi ltry'of orgqrtisa tion
in ou r exhortatioh to the ftrrren t fi gh$ ng activists if the Ni ger'

lleralct) I harre begttn to rhink rhat the revolurion in America
wilf not wait to be tlre last reroltttircn on rhe planet f:ntr And
trecauseoftlt *ealth arrd poutrofArnerica and itsglobal rtach
and influence thi rernlution tlrcre will be as earttrshaking as

rhat of the Rrusia n RerrBl u rion o f t g-r. k n'ill throw up n ew pe r-
slxctires on "revolution" atrd sittultaneously ch*llerrge matry
ortlro<loxie* Ho*erer . . -

that ftrst sorlalist rerolmion a

other

trenefit oflearnhg ttreir orvn history-in school: Nigeria becatne

indeoenclenton &tober 1,t960 asa fedemtion offhree regions
{Norih. East artd lVest)anda flederal capital tenitor-r*. Lagor ht
i9o], th" I\'lid-\\'est Relon was can'ed our of the\Vest. ln May
rqoi, Nigeria raas redifrded inro l2 consriruent stratesincluding
*go's Siate. hr t976 the counuy wts further redtr4ded into 19

stites antl a desilprated new feileral capital territory. Abuia ltr
1g87, the numbtii of states became:t. trr tggt the number,of
states trecame lo.And in 1996 Nigsria becamea lederation of}(r
states with crrmblned constituBtlt local Goremlnent Are*s

{LGAs} nurnberingTT-t. [n t995 a corrstitutional confertnce prc>

posed tlre gpor.rping of Nigeria's constitu,ent state.s into six

fu eopo I itica I ao*is- .tl thou gh th i s p roposal wa: rtiect{b1' ths
ilrilitary iunte llt 1uwer, itltgerii's iulirrg class uroflicially
adopred rhe zonal frarnetrurk ior potritical usc.
It ii irnSnmant to rlote that all aitsof st.rte creation in ind*

perrdent Nigeri* tlrat raisetl the adtninlsratile dit'ision oI tlre
lounuy fruiir * r'egions ill t96o to 36 states in lgg6'.except th€
creatioh of the lvli-d-1\test ilt t963,u,ere carried out by military
diaatorships. Nigeria's rulingclrssor rather is polirical sut>
class, has not, again. been able ro produce tlrctypt of correla-
rion antl balance of forces rhar m*de the il{i*ltrest creariolr
possible
IOn the questton oPrcsm.rcm.ringf, what t-lgeria's ruling class
dtdrnas tb appropriate tlre lder, elnpty k of rerolulotury con-
trnt and leavi tt gxnttally as a frama,rork fsr rdtstribtrting
po$rcrwithtn drectass alonguhnkand regional lines.Ttrey are
i.ncapable ofseeirqg in ita frinre*nrk hr the pronntion of pop
ular-por.,er or at lerst the adrancernelrt of deinocrry, as prt>
posed by the Nrgerian tr,ft--lt 

is nor necessily burdening thts article with detaill of the-re
struftlrlng that witlbe consisttmwtth dre outlookof a ttople's
lrlanifesto. lr is sufficient to propce that retructtring $ould
rpt tamper wlth the prusent 36 $aEs arxil Zll LGls and must
leaw inviolate cenafn hstttutlorsand peoplds rtghts, free
domr orMlesesand entitlenrens that tlre Ntrerian Left wlll i*
gs shouH rdnain Nigsrian and shor,rld not -be .r€stlctured'
along sate or reglonal llnes. Ert this wlll be-a msponsible retrs
lulonary inslstenceonlyif ttlt Mgrrtan le* slurperts trs foctts
er political po,rm,that is, fight hr dE po*terto oetcllle thepro
grammeitself.
fr a rery pnvate intentnrion that t rccently-rnade tn an argu

nrnt bcrittn sonr young3r omrafu, I said:'Itre stnggle for
srcession ts rro( in prirriple o in e{try particrrlar case, r€ac'
tfornary. Swh a $ruggle mby, in hct, in sonn coniunctures, be
rnolutionary. Illustntkrns can be fourd ln all coartlnens, irr
dudirgAftic& Ttp adoption I the NigErq tr'ft of *!e plafr rm
of natbnal uniry is a consclotrs decisbn wtlich isbasdon a set
of concree hlstorlcd, tdeobgtcal and polltkal pfndpB and
unrldngclass lntrngtonalisrn and rrcton sorne abdffact, rntt&
phpical or a-hBmrical principhs that csuld lesd tttc rxltt
inent. for lrtsance, to holding tte same flag d to€ Mgeria'
w{th Ngeria's rulingchsf. hn dltrerendyind rnore dlrealy:
Ttn Ntgerian Left stands for'nadonal untqf; but trrc prfilalm
dris frorn a phtform ndkallydifhrlnt from that of Nigr.rial
ndingchsslhis is propocltlon 6.

perier tces and l€ssons, dE S.esdqrr
foresocialisnl
Hou,erer, lt ls also true that rro olrr srlal systern, least of all

capitelisrrl hes rtvaled sodalisrn in the formulation cf the con-
ditbns-hurnan and materlal -brttre resolrrdon of the narional
quesdon, dre endiqgof natbnal oppres$on and tlrc bullding
of natlonal unity. Rrt diftrendyAlthoqgh strtalism,r the ul-
dnuegoal ofthe Left, has rpt been abh to rctohe dtc tnrtorBl
qtrstion'and tlr que*bn of'natbnal unlql, tt renraim dle
arlysrial qstem drat ls irrettrabtycommimed tocrcadrgthe
condtrions and lapr6 dre foundatioos for thei r resnl urion- ThLs

is rttefifth propocitlon.
t1E prwide ttr follorlngas backglound remtnder brthe ben'

efltofour young leftix xtivists who rnay hart bem denied the
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