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Again, time to reme
By Ednin Madumgu
Th is is a com bin ed persolta I tri b ute ro.two PersonSqes : Flt-Lt

EilR";ling, in.r'comrade Bgssey Ekpo Ba;sey. I have iso
iot*fi rhem frYorl a longerlistofpersonages tharcame to rny

mind to poUiiiiy r.*".-P"t - it this dme. The other per-

;;;;;, -aii 
coniraaes, who will atso be publicly remem-

bered in no aitLnt fufure. include Curtis foseph, Arthur

Nwankwo, OJu ad"b.yu, Biorn Beckman' Herbert Ekwe

Elcwe, fngriJ fisienOtiof, Yima Sen and Balarabe Musa' I

mmg:x,trni:*::i*,ffijffi
ia6onsfrip ffith each ofthem atcerainperlods in my mor:
acrivist prrt C"ou i**t relationshlpsbfspecific compati-

iliify;rfo iUioiui" *tr, the type, $at garly Maurist rerdu'
tionaries regatded "ity highly !n pr:opo.sing t:
.L*rriition ifgtoups for iens; tive br delicate ?ssqments'-g"i"ia" 

by sidiwidi what the two comrades have in com-

** in tfriicomUinea tribute a:,e things that separatg.drenL

One of thern is this; Whereas I know that le-rry Rawltngs rs

J""a, I can oniy say that Bassey FkPo ?qtl has raveled tor

; lont dme. rtiit ii because 
',,i 

l"'oyle!q9 ofthe latest seg

rnent of gasse/s lif. it limited. An'lttrisJimiation reflects

rhe limirad;;i;tl"r;l"d* Jrtne poligcs ofthe revered

ioaitionat instituiion whicfi he encired - a pollcics ,q*
dominated his life before he traveled. Be5rc-nd this hard olr-

ference Uetween n *ing5 
"nJ 

g"*ey ari the differences of
nitionrfity anJ ageai#ell as differences of location, date

and circuris6ncfi ofmy first meetings *ith them'
-t i,.il;;h*td a yo u ng com rade or coipamiot wo*dg1wtty

IerrvRawlingr i i*I"Oydeparted Ghairaian Head ofstatg
iliifi;"iiiilt, b. il"ip.d togerher wi rtr mv t9* Tg::- 1

wOuld, i'n nrrir, return @ihe need to return to Serioit'.t Sttt$Y

in a rp'p *i" tlo o oifr ittory. I upuld therea ft e t ry PT|P 1|:
tirne,'abour 40 years ago, tha! $awlings explodecl on tne

ilil A i m*ui ii te lripict of ttrat explosion in G ha na and

;;Idil;;Jid pts s i Ui liti es ( I mea ri j ir st poss i bil ities ) ttg
G rEi"ti"n *[* up in the sntggle against neocolonial

capitalls*, comrpdoh, lmpertalfm and dtctatorship .in
ffiildorli,Sr'dramitic imergence drew several of the

conti nent's be&-known revol uti onaries to G ha na
116"*.r, sfroufa an;ta;ipigertan leftlst raise the Issue of
i;;d;;l ina"ih" I *ould eo bepnd qv1nsuq t9 thq !r-
poA*i[rf quesUon frrom a ydung-comrad-e and ask rhe older

f,'ffijb.d"iiiif,e or he is a liarxist) to consider the fol'

mber
lowing 27 randomly-selected list of 'big naT"t" in modern
oolirical nistorv 6f Marxism and Marxist Revolurion:

Vr"" ai"ii i; ;iil i"G t, sta I i n, Ro sa Luxem bup N"11,19f
Kollantai, Leon Trotsky, BrozTito, Nikita l(rushchev-' KIm lF

S;;g, Mao Zedung, fiu Shao Chi, Ho Chi Minh, Fidel Castro,

Che Guev"t", Rtttllcir Cabral, Eskor Toyo, I\Snna Nztmiro'
OiiO"i e"f arabe Musa, paul Sweezy, Hrlgo _qavez, Antoltio
Gramsci frneic Manclei, Santiago Carritlg,.nol Pot, Salvador

att"r,ae,i**migy lnungary, rbse), and Aloonder Dubcek

i ci'Jf,.ir t r"it tiTg d a leila my f i rs i que gqion .wrll 
be: which

ofthe r"r*rr"gut iitt"a above-was nota Marxist? Mysecond

;;;tiil: Wfrit does the selection tell us about the com-

;ffiqy;tta "*p"nse 
of the composite universe of Marxism

and lvlandss?
;Ifigh *ris is a combined p"fol1 trifSte to two Per-

ro"ie*ICIe circumstances ln which I metthem were not
;;ffii.iiir these circurnsances and what happened irrr
'#i;t"ty aft"t ort first rireedrEs - rather than tt" P:ryI:
ig"s' cariers and larger llves'that ale here rememDereo' I

"i"iCt-tia. 
rrsJ.y"rkpo Bassey in 411-+ the end o{$Y

tsi.rhis td ;i drdsart of that-vea{1 All Niry:r tS"Il
$nference, otherwise known,ln the hi*ory of Nlgeria's.so

cialist Msvetneti 
"tthe 

Zaria Conference. H€ was iust beloul

x; Jra I wai lusi above 1L i Pet-prry nawfinS.1il-t3
cr,"*ln|anuary1982shgntv".+Ta.particularlorTnot
ffi ;4 pdriJii upriiins rel**,Ht ].;trl*?ht S:
end of ihCPr€cding5rear'I u
sl im Air Forcs pitot fi 

-com 
bat u niform to be about the same

I

newsDaDer, He called his weekly column "unpopular Essays',

ffiilJf, p";;ilr.by Pertiqti Russell's coflected essavs of

It Jtir"d tittu. r, *yi&t had iustrelocated from Odeomu in

Dresent Osun SAti after a t2-month rural conscientisation' 1

IiHil; ALbil; i;i" *y*irq Bene,who had_arso iu:t?r?
confirmed a lecnl'..i i" th" O"p"rtment of Biotogical Sci

ences of the U n irrersity o f Calabar'

"$***:t**;*:ldill'Lxis,#Sx':i,,'l6i;;i""i"ifirrrtained in frstern Europe, a Leftist activist

ind setfd.t r*inition agitator. As soonas Comrade Ernest

#,il"xlloxmam*Sr"tly;s$:lH+lI:
;B,id;. fi"iit ai*, *V f-o"d and resPonded: "I learnt)'ou are

a Salinist'. gut-the 66ut comradi persuaded us to shlkq

hands. To *. 
" 
ffi rt".y t["tq n"ttiy 

"t 
d I not-only Tnd+

*i"a if" r"n u r, iirtt" cbrrfe rence brit trrvel led-togedter i n

ilr Voii**Sd g"eOu car out of Zaria at the end of the corp

ftorr.". at bniiha, I alighted and took a bus to soe my

modrer in our horne town, Nnobi, in the pfesent ldemmilt
S""tt fr."t Crorrernment Area of Anambra SAte' Bassery coft'

dnued to Calabar-
l;*t drit l"t g still shorter, q fewdpr agld"re ZartaCorr

tiuniu, *r. C.t"b"r Croup bf Sociatlits (CGS) was formed
anatneuor,ementforrrogressiveNigeria([dPN)wastralr}
formed into tt"akd Snrdlnts Movement in the Untversity

of Ceta$r.BasseyandthaddiscussedttrcsesEP.:^tIgy:I
from Zaria o Onitsha. N ow iotned by Bene, urc hlt the^grouno

runnlng, as *rey say. Agenda? Peoples Bower and Sociausf,
age with rne.
In my first meetingwith lerry Rawlings in Byqa Mlliary
cfip|A.il hg.nffngett me to ask Ghanaian intellecur
*r,'dii"iy academics, inleconomic exile in Nigeria to rctum

;;6ffi;'rna pin rt ri reirolution. He said he was prepared

;; ,""* rhe re.roiution only as a fighter piloc On my return I

*o iUfu to p"rc,rade sorrie of thEm toreturn WhSt hap
*nua on rtrlir,=tfi -and, index{, wtql happenedto Ste

i".ip["itt"*trtion-isanotherst?ty'q{*Y,*'lutionary
e*piaitions to Ghana, I lnsisted, and Rawlings .was 

per'

i.ria.a, that ttre regirne should only be responsible lor my

aicomrirodafion and security' Nothing'
iomrade Basseyand I carne ieparatelyto the 197 73t'LaCo!-

ference from dftUJ t itf, nothing rnorethan the knowl-

..i"u oiuulh other's o{stence as young Nigerian ManisS'
;[';; rr,i'i,"riii*t iairor of ttrtiCrosJ River Stateowned

i-ii#;ehfiiit;d a popular leftist columnist of the

Revolution.
r"t *" aramatise the cl oseness betrreen Bassry Elrpolassey

*i *y5.ti*ttn tfr" storyofa real domesticlaccidenf' From

d6igios to htliggos tirreu comrades could corne into *te
6Adil 

",t 
i.fr iitiar.d with Bene without tinocling-These

*i.. nioa"n Fyifo tgf),Assim Otto Assim lta an! AasgIIt:
ilassiy. One t[ai gas'st]came in and almost met my wite ano

I inali Atty *il;ingiencountef. Rarherthan scutde qw3y

in embarr"sr**t,ie merety chuqkl$, quietty closed the

il;,11lgnito *ru lMng room lnd asked one young person to

oreoarehim a cup of*blaik" coffee'
[i" i* .almty tat ing the coffee and reading a newsPapet

when I came out to loin him.

Read ttre remaining Part of
ttris article on u,u,ur'guadian.rg


