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e last week of that rnonth? Did we see a clisciplining social bases, changed rhe course and
protest, a revolt, an upri sing, a rebellion, a nihilist - anar- character of the protest, Their appearance a lone alanned
chist selfexpressio
why have I decided

n, an insrrrrection ora revolution? But the Nigerian state, which thensentin threaten ingcoercive
to put "revolution" last? Is it because it forces to nraintain "latrrand order".ltdid not take timefor

is tlr tesr" on che list or because it has elements of these arrned agents of the state to start acting against thee "grca
of the tiarors andhijacke rs alike-Unarrned youths wereeach acrs Iistecl before it, but has sornething r,vhich crowd-irri

8y Ehin tfa&nagu

I4ff".iiifi IIy happened in Nigeria. frorn October 8,
These "infi ltrators" and'hiiackers" , because they were

n nurnbers and rdrere less discip,lined. or rather,
expanding the populardemocratic strug;gle- that is: ex-

p".rAing "popit*i political education, -fighting to
itter",gtlien aucl exparxl tlre"rule of lar'v" and the enactrtent
of "gJod laws", tighfingtbr socioeconomic reforms to al1e-
liofrte the condition of the popular rnasses and seekinglo
inlluence mass protest movements up to and includingthe
assumption of leadershiP.

Wtreri I discussec! theyouth protestwith a radical female
academic, who clairns honest-ly and self<onsciously notto
be ideological or paftisar:,l'ier response was that itwas a
,,phyn ic r[ctory". tfrat is, lvith reference to Greek history a

ui*t ry obtainect at a very higih cost.ln otherwords,we were
in agieernenq except tliat iwould not bring in the Greek
trisr6ry - inspired qualiticacion. I seized on my advannge
and aiked her: "What r,r,i}[ you have regarded as a clear vic-
tory for the popular massei in this particular struggle - that
is, r:eal victory?" She responded:'social refonn, restmctur-
ing, some risignacioni and dismissals of pubiic func-
tionaries. the decirnation of demigods".

Suppose these minirnum obiecrives hrave not been met'
lro*i thr-' EndSARS protest be'in vain?, I asked my female
cornpatriot. She responded: "Those objectives faiting then
let it at least be ttrai notice has been served regarding the
masses' carrabilities and readiness Eo ensure that going for'
ward cannot be business as usual". She then added: "I iust
wish this mass awaren€ss will be reflected in 2C,23,.I ac-
cepted the ladt's lisringand delineationof upper and lower
minimurn obiectives,

At a stage in the EndSARS protest, after the lskki-Epe Tgll
Gate shobting,'after the president had spoken, after the
protest had moved to the rnassively destructive stage in 1*
goq Abula, Benln, Calabar and other pars of the country tt

- began to acquire an ethniq- nricronadonalistdimension t
held my breath and started exchanging calls and notes
with comrades and compatriots across the country. Forn*
nately for the nation and for the Nigerian left, the ffire"
went off. But lt went off not because sufficient cons{ious eG

fortswere rnade to put it offbut matnly because:the origi'
nal srruggle, tbe 'EndSARS protest, 'deescalated and
therefore *as no longer available to be usd or converted
by ttre nrlingcli$s in its ftght-baclc

In condusion: In ttre near future we stnll discrss the ob
iectives, organlzation and conduct of Nl$erta's Youth Rs
volt 2o2o, or EndSARS Protest We sha[ ana\rse and ernluate
the "absence" of "leadershi p and organtzation' or the pre*
ence of leaders but absence of "cenmal leadership and or-
ganization' in the protest. We shall theg proposs_that dre
tragedy we witnessd $raq it p+tt, a r€flection of the cur.
rent weakness of the Nigerian Left, a weakness rhat ob intlio
indicared a possible derailment and contributed to s€tdng
a lirnit fcr that stnrggle.
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orhers do nor possess orpossess in degrees tJratare t:or de- shorat Lekki.The govetnmentandthe
cisive? could not persuade rnany people. Ra

To this load n I reproduce an explan.lrory note catne violent ancl destructive of pubed questio
to threeyo

president spoke,but
thec the protest be-
lic propercy, private
COVID-I9 palliativeswhich I gave unger Nigerians _ all female - ciur: properfy and human lirres.,{nd when

ing rhe event rve desit? to gil'e a nalne. It was an expIana- were discovered in n:any governrnent wat?houses and pri-
rory note which, rhough not useless, begged the direct vate homes and ofEces, the character of the protest
questi on fh.lt I haye asl<ed. I told thern, indiviclually: "Revo- changed again. Violent'looting" becarne its main feature.
Iurion -3s we know it tcday, in fact, everyacrual revolution Mrrny more youths and non-youths now ioined and it be-

- has brougfirourthe bestand rhewursrof hunran instincts came an uprising which savagely invoked an old poeric cry:
person hath.... Horvever a revolttt ton not only says {No", which other 'That distribui-ion undo excess and each

Iisred acm also say, b'.lt goes on to say "Yes" in a self<on- enoughl"
scious and self<onfio:nr walt It rvas a class war in its crudest, n-tost savage and most
let us now acrempt a "fair" and "liberal" (th.rt is non-ideo- frightening forms, It was a war that was directed not only

against perceived "enetnies" but also qrrnbols of "enemies".
It-was a war in which "collateral" damages and selFinflicced
injuries were, in ;ummation, as healy as damages and in-
iuries againsr enemies and symbols of enemies. Evennrally,
howeve6 ulaw and order' was restored, the Nigerian state
regained control and began the inevitable "sertlement of
accounts" wich ttre procest and the protesters: iniriators,
symparhi sers, legi ti mate ioiners a n d il legitirna te i nfiltra'
tors and hijackens. End of narrative.

Now, we may ask Taking rhe Nigerian youths, as organ-

it was ioined not only by ttrousands toryatborh
)ouths across rhe country but also by other categories of a very htgh
Nigerian youths described as uhoodlunts sition, publ
"outlanr", "thugs 'anarchists "thieves

7l "loorers', 'oi- this rqgard now becomes to make such victories less and

rnade some ancill
dernands.

Nigedans across age, gender and ideo

The prorest which becanre known as EndSARS, was at first
peaceful (rhat is, non-violent)and was supportd bymany

izecl or simply brought together in EndSARS protest, as a
derachrnent of the popularmasses(as opposed to the'ruI-
ing class, dre power blocs and the state) and taking a long
and dialectical view of history was EndSARS protesr a vic-
tory or a defeat for the popular masses? And, also taking a

it a victory or a delongand
feat tbr the Nigeria

dialectical view of
n nation

history,was
as a whole?

Myansruer to this quesrion is heavilyqualified: Itwas a via
levels: a victory which was however obtained at
price both in human lives and material acqui-
ic and private.lhe ask of the Nigerian left tn

of the smrggles believe - erroneousty - that they are his
torically or ideologrcally autonomous or independent of
che Nigerian Left! We may recall or research the role of l(arl
tr&rx in the premarure uprising of the workers of Paris in
lsZ (Paris Commune)

Horr does the Nigerian left contribute to makingfuarre
prorests Iess and less violent and destnrctive? I pmpose By

eq Iy populardemocratic

Iogical lines. Bursoon
of other likeminded

"ntiscreants ,,

n t
,
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tt

hilists', etc A leading Leftist lalvyer(frrni Falana) described less cosdyeven if the imrnediare organisers and inspirers
tlrese Ia tter joi ners, now ca I led "in fi I tra to rs' and " h ijackers',
as "lumpen elernents," a category in Marxisr class analysis.
A vereran lefrist public intellecrual and columnist (Biodun
feyifo, BJ) then supplied a definirion of "lumpen", citingon-
line Dicrionary: 'Of or relating to dispossessed and up
roord individuals cut off from the econornic and social
ctrass witb which they might normatty be identified'.


