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Sf"dy notes on'state' and'state failure'
By fdrr{n tIaftna8u
flhk nhca k &deatad tu lso of lhs rur
Yhdns'membora of tlra OH &rsd of the
X-iiii&n tsft CsEr# B*r&rn .AdA (aJ)
urfr rur*s 75 rxtJsffgf 5, M,atd Csn-
rsds Banc iladuna6u).-

A 5 this extraondinary year zo2.] colucs to a
flclose" the Nigerian feftappears to trc faccd
wi*r a mocking challenge pardy orrhestr.:rted
by ra df cal and lefntdn.g social med ia:' retol u"
rion orstate failurc*. It is a challenge also ep'
grearing to le.rp dirrcdyfrorn thepacked evenu
of the pur: Coronavi.rur pandenrlq youth
prnlest or EnclSARt deepening mass pol.erly
and deslxratiorl Boko Ha.r:arn and kindred in-
surgencies, banditryl kidoapping and arnred
robbery derpening cla,is exploiAtion and state
robbery state delinquerrqg tncreasing nesoit to
f;rscisr approach es to governance, increasing
sepiu::tist agications, stace violence and law
less ness, gen eralized i nsecuriqr and the emer-
gence of strate-insprired, srate prciected, bur
form ally'.Ron-st*teo ft scis€ molt m en Ls.

The Left movsment, as a whc)le and !n lrr es-
send"rl divislons, has a large body of rvorktng
Ideas aud experience of ".rwolu$oni or rvhat
someNigerianlcfu..sts,lndreirracticalwisdonr
norvrall "s5,ttem change'. The possibiliq, and
pmsprects of it caking place in Nigerla can also
not tre reganlxl as a scr*qge prugrosltlotr to the
Nr:geria n left , B u t the co ncepq \rate fail u rt', i's

much [*ss unclt:rstood and much less used in
curent ne\mlutionary politia. And rvhen "rtrc
Iurion" and "state &ilure' are posed as real and
i mmsdia te altematirres, the mrxement appeas
to be fac*l rvith an entirely new surlnlons.
Sincie I am u natrlt' to persuade nr1*lf to dlsmiss
th i.s .stuumonl r*trat I need to dcl ln th is plc<r is
ro Iookatthe'sta[eo and "sram failuretgener-
aILy and ln tfre qlntrxt of our recent experiences
and current national situation and then bok
boHlyat $snewsrrnmous:'rcroludon orffite
failurc" and see to rv,haf o$ent tt h a rtal alert
The ttretrryof the state Elvhich ttnNigerian

Lefr suhcribes ls thc one c{glnated by Krd
ldarx and based on the separation (not di-
clmorny) benrmn ttre srete and &e soctery $e
formerhaving risen from &e latrer at a panlcrr
larpotnrin human hlxory lhts pointin human
hlsmry is associated wtrh the da,elopnreutof
prodt.rdtt forces and nnde of pudrrtiorl pro
dr.ection of mrterial surdtrq rrld $e rppear-

' ahce'of private propert!'and he,nce soclal
classer One of the'take+r+'a)s' here is tlt isThe
state hx not al,way:s existed and need nor con-
tinue to exist for eternity. The first part of this
proposirion is wharwe already know: rhe sec-
ond pan is what the Lelq includingche.Ni geria*
te& ls proje*lngsclentilically and ideologi.catly,
The fundamental funcriou of the state is asso-

oated *'ith rhe need fiorthe sute's emergencer it
is to "susain" a"da-"sstrucmre'and "reladons
of production". This fundamental function c*rr
be broken down inro several aspects and elabo
rarerl. Millions of books haa been rvrtten on
rhe fundanental function of the stare and this
fi .r ncti'rnb rnai n asprecs. Anotherta k+awray,The
fundamrn ta I fu n cti on of the.srate has remain ed
a class funcrion since the statek emergence.fi:
nallyalthouglrwlratwe hare said sofa'r relares
to th{ srate ln general, thet is, the $ate *rrough
all ages. tk state with whtctl vre are dealing
herc. in these notes, is the capita l Lst state An d al-
though there are fundamer.rtal atrributes corn-
mon t<r *ll states. past and present, there are also
significanr differences arising tn panicular,
frorn the d i ffererrt tvays by wh i ch ctass exploita-
rion lr carried our ln each mode of productlon
an*enfored by the state. finally"rrrc rnust not
forget to undertirre this facc the Nigerian state,
ou r sublecr, b a capitalist sate
When the fundamental functlon of the state

has been broken down to lts main asp€cts. thrr€
of thr latter can be ixrlare&Trnootr-hex n:ay be
summartsed and gtven as:'Prwtsion of those
general conditions of producti on which cimnot
be assured by drc priuate activities of the merrr
bers of the domlnant(orrullngldasset'; and
"ruprtssirrn of anythreat to rhe prwailing modc
of produalon from the domlnated dasses or
yurtierlar secions of rhe dominant classes, by
mears of the army, potice rudiciaryand prbo*
qistem', etc (Em€st lttand€t Late Capitalism)
Each of drese control lrrsdnrtlors has grorn b+
,and what *tandel sawand cotrld pofct
TtE ddrd maln aspec of the *ate's fund,arer

tal funaion iscridcal butprone to be forgotrerr
unongly ascribed or alen frr granted: Atror&
lng to lvlardel lr is the'intqmdon of dre donr
tnated dasseq b ensure that the rul tng ldeologlr
of the society mrnains that o{ the ruting clasg
ard thatconsequenrly fte elqldted dasses ac-
ept their or:'n exploiration h/ithout &€ imrn+
dtate exercise of repression ryainst them
(because drey betiare lt to be inwiubk, or thc
'hsser erd[. or br$erior might', or hil eiren to

perceiveitas exploitation|. problern
'Roughiy,ManCiltfirsraspecrmaybecalledthe ObservaUons:Whenwe combtne these deffnl- -

-rooidihafing. admintstrative ind organiza- tions of "state frilure'wtth ttre definitions of
tional'aspea of rhe capitalist state's funda- "stateoand'functionsofthesiate"girene-arlier,
mental furrction. The secorrd aspect is the !\'enote.firsx.*rattkthreattetmathrcdeftnt-
"repressive" or*coercive' aspecLThethird as- tioruof 'state hilureaaresoclose,crum$ernerr
pecr is the'ideological'subfuncr.ion. Cenera- tary and rtori<orrtradiGory *rat a composite
tions of early Marxists did not pay sufiici. enr definition can easilybe artrculatedftomthe,m.-
arendon toiht; ideologlcal suiifinrtion; or, secoirdly we may iate that ttre varior.s de$ni;
whenthrydid.thcy-tendedtomergeitrytthths trons of 'state hilure'and a corrrposite defrni-
repressive srrbfunction- tion are not contradictorylo, or inconsistent
We rnay note; When rve say the ifundamental rvith Mandel's dtftnirion of the fundamental

function*ofthestareorthe mainaspectsofthis fumtion of tlreste.Thlrdtf tt rnayalsonote
function, it should be dear that the sute does that hom the thre< alternadre definitnons of
nor lxrformall the functionsthaternzurethe rF "srate failure" and a composite one ttrat an be
prodn*ion of *<rciety Not the precpttalist articuhted,r{ecandistlllthefo}lowingspetific
state, not rhe capitalist state-, not the capialist- forms (or aspects) of "state faituna $ate disin-
state-ir-transitionand nottheproie$ed post- tegrationlsEtecollapsgstaedelinquencAstare
capitalist (sccialist) srate. vlhat $e xate illegitirnac.yetc
(eipeciaily the capitalist nation"state) does o<- Ths fouth obse rva0on Bows ftom dre $ini: lt
clusively ts to provide and enforce the frame rvre saryr that a state has ftiled n ha aspect or &s-
r*orh firr rhis xp:ntluction This exclusire pectshawfatkd?Apersonmal'loseafootorone
domairr(or sphere) iswhatMtndel referstoas orbothelesand stillcontinuetomove.ButnoE
the sustenance of "class structure" and "rel+ wtren thehean ls losttfhis conftrmsthe need
tionsof producrion'.This clarjftcation ls lm- htfocus"lntheftfthplam,lrstasintheconsid-
portant firr strategy, and taoics and for focus" erationof \ewludon'rr may mncelrc'state
For insrance, v"hen rrry say that rire Nigerian friltue'bothasa[e]entandasaprmssHenct
sate has'fuiH"orls'hiltnglwhatactuallyhas the concept of "firiling stare'come*lrt. Asbgh
failed or is failing? We shall return to this andfrnatpretiminuyobsenntisnhemtsthed!
presently aleaicrl relatiorrshlpbeh,retn "rs\olutlon'end
,thiledstae.iscurrenrlydeftned tnsercnlpop "state failurc'ln th€ sense thatthe'latter-"con-
ularreferenceboohandessatrs(lnthetnternet ceimd dynamtcatV.maytrtggrror lnttlae dre
and elsewhere) as 'a political body that has dbl former, and conrcrsely AII depends on the hls
lntegrated to a polnt whue besic conditions torkaland potldcatsrluncture.
and responslbllttiesofasoereigngiwernment So,ludglng from the multlnlde of crises par-
nolongErfuncdonpropertyAstaftcanalsohil ttalty Usted tn the openingpuagnph of rhts
tf the gorlernfflent bses irs hgitirnacy orcn tf it pkoe, tns the Nigerian $ate hitcd? Is t failtng?
ts performing irs funEtions properlt' Ttrere ls Is the summons'rerrolution or smtc failurr*
no problem here. An alrernatlra definttion ts real?tnotherrrcrds,tsafurrdarrnaldrangrof
ghen like th is: 'A failed shte is a stae that is un- rgenila called hr ln ttrc Ngertrn Lrffl t mry at
ablebperformthetuofundamenalfunaions tempt a prwi$onal ans$Gn Ttn {tuaSon tn
of the sovereign natioo-state ln dre modern Nigerta ls srloug \cry *dqrs. But lt calb only
sorld qorerff it cannot proffi euthority o\Er brintrn$ficadorr of ttg oirr*nt ou* of pry
Its rrrttory*d p*pt"r and lt cannotprotect ulu struEgh ard orSrnlzatim, not rorrane
lr nad,onal bundartes'.{gairq noprobhrn wtthaformulathamryldmunhelpfrAEna
Ftnally, another deflnltioru"A hiled state h a dangerous, rnluntartgn or adwrtudr& The

*ate whm governing caprity ls attenuamd Niger'ran Irft rhoH dmply crrry tnb dn par
such that lt is unable m fulfilt the admintstra- 2or a r€re$Ed raphsnary smmnfisnfto
thn end organizational rasks regutred to con- bodrehctoralpolfricsarddnrt*pqrlarsrrrg;
uol people and resoures ard can prorffe only gh.And itrrnrstnergmiuursrtn,dlo$e b[
minimal publk servlcr lts ddzenr no Longer lomrirrg drree obpqirffi - pryhr funocmcy
btlier€qr"ttheirgorcrnrnentt$legldrne,and propelHbypopuhrpowcanfiFtd tnfrrnd
t}r *ate becornes illegldmatc in thcqrs ofthe iodallsrn to deers.prre frorn cadr dsr -

lnrernational communiqf. tlhll, r*l[ stt]l ao shiftfrqrr tcrmuurdrffi8lch(rrb
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