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Facing 2021: Notes to the Nigerian Left
By Edufin iladmagr

-fl{E last prragraph of my last published ar-
I tide for thelrear 2o2o,titled "study notes
on state and iute failure" (December ez)
started with a number o[ questions to the
Nigerian teft. please nore thaq our wishes
notwidrstanding;'rale do not see orpresenttlre
Nigerian trft, as of roday, as an undifferenti-
ated enrity. Rather, we realistically see it as a
movement of rarious sqments and fighting
rranguards united by a common history of
$rccesses and failures asurell as commitrnent,
faith and hope.The questions r,uere:'So, iudg-
ing from the mulrinrde of crises partially
Iisted in the opening paragraph of this piece,
has the Nigerian statefailed? Is it failing? Is the
sumrnons: "revolution orstate faiIure" real?
In otherwords, isa fundamenal drange of
qgenda called for in the Nigerian left7 My a*
sser, wttich I called provisional" dellberately
avoided a direct conrad with the questions
because it would have been unhelpful to at'
ternpt to aoswer them directly.
The present piecg the first in the year 2o21,

begins with the prod$onal (indirea) answer
which I gave to the questions in the Decem-
berarticle. It was a pmposition: "The siruarion
in Nigeria is serious, veryserious. But it calls
only for intensification ofthe culTentcourse
ofpopular srnrggle and organization, not rG
rnance wi*r a formula(toolution or state
failure') that may lead o unhelPfuI, lf not
dangerous volurrtarism or adwrrnrrism. The
Nig;erian Left should simpty carry into tte
year 2On a renewed reriolutionary commit-
ment to both electoral politia and direct pop
ular stnrggle. And it must never, nerrcP egain,
dlow thC fullowtng obiecti\,les - popular
democracy propelled by popular PoYtEr, rur
tional unityand socialimr- to ei*rer separare
ftom each <lttreror$rift frrorn the morrcment's
stratqgicfoans".
From this provisional answer to dre quee

tions on "state hilure" nc maydistiUa surrr
rnary pladorm for zox- This is: collecdw
popular stnaggte and actirre collaboration ;$
niuo sides of oryanizadonal denelopment;
commitmentto electoral politics and direct
popular srugle as rrryo sides of engagement
in political stmggle;and an integrated Left
straterywhose logical moments may be pre
senmd as'popular dernocracy propelled by

of rhe fighting abiliry of organisations of horperaerrestricted themselvesto'ondrcone
Nigeria'iworking ancl toiling people (the hand...ontheotherhand'tlpesofcomrren-
popularmasses) *reirdtiesand-asweused tary that is, &rncing on the fence. I propose
io say in our younger days - 'all those that that in rnatters like this invotvirrg.radical reli
sani by rhem and fight on their side". Hi* gious leaders like Bishop Kukatu the NigPriitn t
tory does nor present occurrences like End Irft should bas€ its interrrention on the fre
SARS more rhan one in a generadon. You will doms enshrined i n ttre Nigerian Constitudon,
produce a farce if you attempt to reproduce is own principies of "secular democraqf and-

itt 'tnadond equaliqf and, of coulse" the facts of
Itisthe combination ofttreconductofNige tlre issue

ri,a's mling class, changing circumstances IUy inroduction to contemporary TJUryP
andthepermanentcomrnitrnentofNigerian and'Trumpism"willherebelimitedtotheficl-
leftiss 

-to 
ae,'reloping the masses' fighring lowing reminden In the late 192os, mi&way

ability thar may frve-rise to future sponta- ben,*een the end of the FirstWorldWarand
neous political ruptures at points, in places rhe start of the Second, the revolutionary
andiniormsthestatehasverylimitedability Marxisc Left in Europe sounded a generd
topredict.and we mayhumblyadd that the alarmonthethreatofhscisminGermany.U*
abiliry of Leftisr leaders and activiss is also forarnatety,tbe socialdemocratic movement
limired in this regard-although it ismucb, uAkhthencontrolldthebulkof theGerman
much higherthan tharofrherulingdassand labour organisationdid not (and could not)
its state. Civen this reality, k is of little value apprehend ttre seriousness ofthe siruatiqt u*
fortheNigeriansrateanditsfunctionariesto til Adolf Hitler actualty ciune to Po\Arcr,
vowtopriventfuruleEndSARS I $lroughelectiors,asCtrancell,orofC*rmany
Ifarc*is howelrcrnecessary,I rrrould tiketo in eartytg3orThe tasktren shifted fromthat

suggest *rat it should be a serious and credl, of preventing fascisrn frorn coming to pq .er
ble vow rhat the federat and state goveur rothatofunitingallfunitable"forcestodebat
menrsuouldactuallydowhatdreypromisd fasism-wtrichwasacleardangertoall.
*reywould do in response tothe specificde twasatthispoint Srat teonTrotslgr,already
mahds of endsens (aozo) In o*rer words, in enile, proposed the following tacdcal for-
andmoredirectly,ra*rer*nnyowingjopre rnula to &e Marxist teft in its necessary aL
vent funrre EndSARS or seeing everyessem- liance witr ttre socialdemocratic mo\rement
blyasapreparationforanotherEndSARsthe ard liberals of the Right'Ivlarch separatdy,
Nigertansate,throughitsinstitudon\ager but srike together; agree (with dlles) on
cies and functionarieg should begin to do wtrere o strike and nfien to strike. but tnai*
andbe seern ro be doingwtrat.hpromised to tain yurr organizational independence'.The
do. reason was simple Social fores ouslde ttrc
OnChrtstrnasDayof:ozo,theBishopoftre Left rnaysoon realize heirlimited obiechres
C:tholic Diocese of Sokoto, Reverend andgiveup6efightltrcyrnayarcnfoinyn+
Matthew Hitrsan Kukah delivered a mesHge terdaf s orpponens against ths l€f t
on the situation in Nigeria It raras a critical Hence, in analyzing what is nolv happening
smtementonthestateof dre natiorulnsunr inArnerica and dnwinglessons briself,6e
mary,thebishopaccusedthegorrcmmentof NigerianLeftshouldgobarktotheriseofCs-
pr,eSdentUuhammaduBuhariofnepotisrru nran fascisnr and rememberttnrdre facors
tribatis4incompetence,insensitiviryothe went bqpnd the dismlssedArmyCorporal,
material condidonsofthe masses of Nigeria, AdolfHitler.An4lestlbrg€t,tbt NigErianteft
and enploitation of the current unequal shouldalsogobackto,orresearctranewuho
etttno.r€tiSousandregionalstrucnrreofpo actually"Enarrcd"tre riseofAdolfHitkr.m-
liscal ponrcr in Nlgeria fhis m6sage. as o(- sky once descrtbed fasd$ rule as a tqirne of
pecte{ potarized- public opinion in 6re petit-bqrrgeoisdespaif.Iamseeingtraceof
councry.-While several cofilmentators ac. thisinTrumpisrn'whichshouHnotbeseen
nrsed fte ctericof partisanship, indiscretion, as an aberration Honrcrrcr, tts slogpn"l{il66
hck of patriotism and eren treason, others spamtelybut strib togedref ii nd.ar_rarEtr
supported hinr" absolving him of all allegt rnmtbrsrpportofabo&ressorsectarlmbrs
rions A srnall mirioricy of commentators ltisarenrinderofarepeatedkssmofMrl.

popular povter" (and not "t'gfu" 
from the

hriing class); 'national uniql (seen as the
fighting unity of the workin_g and toiling
masses): and'socialism" (defined not as a
mere progression ofelecroral politics, but po
liilcally, ideologically, socially and economi-
calty as a rla.s shift in the Iocation of loutef )-

We maynow lookata number of recent or
ongoing e\rents on account of their signlfi-
cance, *pecially the imporant lessons they
embdy and teach the Nigerian left- Ttrese
errents include: Nigeria's EndSARS oryouth re
roltof Octoberzazo,ot rather. its aftermath;
the Chrisrmas 2o2o message of rhe Catholic
Bishop of the Sokoto Diocese, Reverend
Matthew Hassan Kukah; and the violent
protest on Wednesday, |anuary 5, zozt by the
supprters ofAmerica's outgoing president
noriaH fmmp at the countt's ftderal parlia-
mentinWashington.
The hst erenttookplace on the daya ioint ses
sion of tlrat parliameng called Congresq was
to formally confirm the election of |oe Biden
as Trump's succetsor.rhe inauguration of the
nerv president (leserday) was then barely twg
weeks away. This "event" has been described
as an'armld insurrecdon" instigated by the
otrtgoing president-where "insurrection" has
an orainaig definition: "an organized opposi-
tion to anauttroriry,a mutiny;arebellion'. We
shall concentrae on the three listed events
End!{RS afterrnath Bisttop ltukah's message
and dre fanuary tnsurrection" tn Washing-
brL h would be a measure of is derrtloprnent
intheyearzoa iffte Nigsrian Ieft through its
various forrnaUonqvanguards and lnor,vn ac-

d'vists are heard and seen fuom tinre to tirne to
tntennng openly, but serioustyand responsi.
bly, in such public controrarrsies. We lntre
dice the $ree listed events, beginning with
EI{DSARSaformadr-
Sercral funcdonarles of ttrc Nigerian sfiarc, at

all lernls, trave been heard to row rhat i tno\I$
ment like the EndltRS fputh) rewlt of zOzo
will nerrer be dlowed b occur zglin. Whetr
errcr I hearthis I httgh because EndSARS is not
a partiarnentthtadioumed, to rBconvene at
a laterdate No, EndSARS(zozo) wasa produa
of contradictions of lMng social forces to
ggther with historical coniuncrures in cir-
cumsanas that are constandyclurging;The
rnaximum *rat the lnspirers' organisers and
"foot-soldiers' of 2o2o EndSARS can now do is

E continue to contribute to thedevtlopment
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