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ByElrttlfim*lt
Tf* N$erian left has hrgelyrxghcr€d' lf not
I' aeUt&atety t\oid€d a renellied kfeobglcal

stnIEE c whkh has bcrrme a *uqg-factw in
brh- drc grrral nrbubne and vloknct er>
,r@rng tlr wtrolccourrryard ti* asso<jrted
porir silrusdewtthin tht rullrgcbss'Ihc negi
lccred or b.dly cngaged ldedogfcd struSgk
nrays@ybe descrlbed u "algunrento,tr fu
bmt of Nlgirrla', that ts, argunenr urr lrcw
Nlgeria curn into bdglard rvh:t nqtU harc
happened tf8rltrh,an lrnpedalotcnlal po${,
tuilha tnaOoA qrr hnds de*rtd r deirtd
ouralrcctot\$efiercd thern togrdtererd lur
poaed ltself on them fbe a{Eumertt then pn>
iceas to rh deslrabillty or othenvls of
rerumirEto dxsans queanEtgm, $OOr54
lgalt, l){5, 1951 B60, r 1966 that iq rcruil{ng
0o the sfrrstba €drdtg bebrc one of the rna
Iorw+r966 hrdrnrkofanrmlkafim hBtuy
- 

lr ts ro be boped tbat myder&don dtrhrt I
now nappeniqg in the @uffry * rsod*cd
wlth (bui ns redr-dbrle to) a por,cd slruggk
with{n dre rulfurgelasrwln not,ttsdf spu.toff
an angrya{gurrpnt lrt rrr Uefty@atn my
setf Searse Mgrrla's ru[rydaas B - &r no$'l -
emnornkd$ srlalS pditkal$ ard H€ologf
cally begpmonk In the muuryg anry serlotts
arusgle wlthin it *ucatEns tD intctntle itself
wldrpopuhrffirygls. ind I empby the nrm
toerlar'ln thc otdinryLcftist sense of irr
t.ohtrXg t+orHttgt olllng; poor ard d€lesstd
rnases rrd egres*ng rhcir furersts"
Thc pr,opctdoo hcrc ls that rn rhouiC not bt

los ki thi brs kr urt*dr a hdew{thln *te rul
Ingchss- oreltn a n*looal banle -ts ilapd,
ttrirery Argndrg the orlgln or essrc o{ ttrt
battle. b ilhrstrxe thc strqggle m bnsne the
pilsld€nt or a state gprcnpr mautftsts ltself
nroet stlwgly aDd nrct vkrlently rrnorE the
ma$es - nd mly ln thc dEtrlbudon of 'peltl+
drtr'.'bgFtks'srrd lsomadl lntsastnrtwtr,
hrt nnrc dargrwsly in $c inrrpnain or
r**nierpretdoo of hl*ory erd @trttrrponry
rcaEry
tqrarn l^effi lnd ltfrbt.cthtbr rhouH

drertbre rptndea &e Heotoglcal aryr:rt
Sorr ttr algln or scdon of Nf,rrte rrd ctt
tr{ccmyof its heor}, }4le cmnot Errrc rnc}
sUBs baqg bcamcd ou tht rnass and whkh
the httet do rpt ehmr Bnot but snedrns
bctkm ard actupoo.ArrHedo$cal etdpotlt
lcd chdceof r unlredlttserh un&rpeoglet
p(nuEr, popolardenurecy rrd soclel8rn
shanH daw us lno $e debst on ortgtn end
hlrmry tn [FrrrrJ k b rnu6; to igrcre lty ith
sn thrqgh wtttsh the ruIrry classeclrta or
rtrcngthetr iB ttqfpraorry (cornrcl) or+r ttx
masses trlrr k tbe meln hsr ln fib plecg O$
tOcotqtstt t cthere B t$Dftld tuc to trudb

fulty rccoostnrt dre storyof NSerta's creation
and the cornt4A rnaln htsmrkal trafaory: ard
trrrtodetsnd lefttst plntfurfit of raolutiooaty
nxional unlty whkh ttads on a reiectlon of
bah the cdl t6 rnarth 6ta1 19 fie prst atd tlre
sll$ rnantra of 'f.i$rrlsn unlty Is rnt neSD
d$h--
Iakinga bng$tr of hununtty erd of the

Nlgtrlan hbttryur Inaybegln orwn ftllrir'
tire n*e ttris After a bng pcriod o{ violcnr crr
skt lqsrui ophatillt ln(lrfms hto thb Prrt
of dr Afrl€n oonrlnerrt, a Etrropeen fmpcrlal
po'v€E, Brltaiu feh con[Hertt enougb, on fanu'
iry ! lgoo, to prodatm tle eetaHtshrncnt of
thrreonqucred ErirlalPmclleioosthePro
norrte of l{ortharo Nlp*+ fte ltot{ctorae
of$flrdrcrnl\E8crlaard drecerryof lrgpe'tbe
ffrsrws ruhd &orn Lo$; rht seiurd ftrm C:F
eba$tsabr aod $e third ftom IaSpa.Sk f,ear
k{ ln tgoE drr seond and thlrd poescsbos
nar mergnd m beconr ttrCohtry aod lhotec-
mrateof SuxhsnMsnrilfidelgtrtycers btrr,
In t9t4 beorlgloal tkte -at!d laer mp- lor
sessbns rcrr rncrgrd ('arnalpmrrtd') to b
rorne th ffonyand prciece(ate of NUErti.
Bctrreen HrO0 atrd l9l{. t}x }ritistt nar' 0rmly
srablbhcd ta ttrlo!, Cal&r/rtsaba ard Iags
asa militrry poweqcsffpl€iled ttteutE*stand

"*ncmon'of 
all ttre terrltorles lndudad ln

Ntspria as ui€ ktrffi I today rrbq,r l93s, the
Sanrtrem Protectomtr was split intotlftstcm
ard Edternsroupc of Plortffi. Nrtiern lto'.
rcctorar aBo becanr iiorthsn group of
Provlnces

Howerctr, dsptte Ete rfl{'atn lgilrution",
obnfd N$rria rns snll gunrned Ilh ruo rrp
aree cokrks up m P{5. th.t iqup to &e crdof
dE Scurd lrlbrH ttht Th rEal poHdcet and a*
mlnBtrrrtre hltegt'rthn thar $arted rfter that
r.cer becanE prt of dre pmcess of mdsh d*
cobntsadsrof NEPrItTlx pmcess ended on
Octoberl, 1960 wl*t dtc h@cra d lSgB
rla A lrdeerr*enc, I.lgtrla ruas qrfrrmed x
I &derethoddmecDnsdnr$tqbffi l{orth
Htst eod EEst and a ftdcul capH ttrrlbry L^s

gP6--Al}orhe hof hcmalfopomrU ild ad
mlnbtntlreEsuttcturlry hr nlen plac ln
Ntfrrir slm drccrqtiro of thcounry tn t!)t+
Hs $h.pe ard surhe rrs rMn ahd $f
semc todaf loTFtrs har, rurthctmre, eF
drflrS lqtrrta mw hr e stal ofg6 oMtutrtt
$fies (aod a ftdrrJ epkd tcnkry) Spueed
hm $rgrcpofttd ur md $I hrr loulof
7ll Wl EottrnrrFnt rrt r' NUgiJl ru[ry
clas and 16 poil{r bbcs utd po[dcrl brccs
hffi ersrrEd thil rtc r94 cohtl.l nrc1nn
serudrrrc (ttlomh ard Sott&) rtrnetru rtlrt at
orrt eserrtlrl hrB of poEttc$guffiiam ard
pourrstruggle
Thb htfily@ndmsd narrathp meybebL

Iorrcd by e xries of explanatry ard sdtcHF
cauory Ootmtes, or ra(het,skt of dadareoq
alsrrnatbns mri refu t*iona u,h rnay declere,
br in*rna, thx ahtrotrgh the Brtttsh crcd
N$erle emrdlrrg to ls wtdt.nd wtn' drrt i$
wittrout cursuHrng dre'Ud$nous peopled,
dte 'nath6', Ote efidry that emergrd la l!It4
crnnct udef be tnrthftdty deccrlbedes a crri
oryof "ffiarge bd&{lorvsi $a cufd m bae
bein lrnr&rrnsd tnto e nSon, dlErr r ur*Ed
rcralutionuy nadqt" *trolgh a pra:ss of r*
oluUonanrladrdon
The Ngcrian Irft cm trqtrea&rn fiatwtnt
emegE t kr rgll wsecdaUal urtaydruy

Octobcrl 1960 1111 p $l5tdttitids- htt to NiSF
rta-I\^c 6rt sldebyst& wlth ch<tconu'adlc-
frrrr @ldt tidldomlrntbfi atd oPPre$sbrt
therc ari cthrfttescd comradiaixrs aod s-

dEr trd a rqakrrred rnd qukcned Soilre
hftlss htrDduoed tlt tetm anrernal cobahl
isra' rodcssibc somc.sPcts of rnf phenm

doater.ept*te4 dorrdnartng&mh.tEd rEb
tlonstrtps h contcmporary Niguia and that
whlle.orm d lt*"s. rdadmshtpe are nau(tlm
isp6t{o*onhU qtrers art csktues of the rm-
er5rat cryiloftathrc and opprushrc reladuxhtpe
uhkh E*tsh cobrdrhsts vrxt 6I errhal atd el'

ru|.
t*y propodtlon today dos rg seek ro contra

dta rither of dre mo propoctrbns srated $o,e.
Rattr,lts*lstotrrnsccnd ttrern ttr* tr aboorb

cohrialporcrdld tsrildto tms*t*tt
haltEdfrcliltotrrnodc!
trrXsouqu€red ods to sodrcst ud mrtln*st to sor$rert'the

ard go betud &rnl And the pmpoctrbn b dnsi
Xrkirga lDrgvitrof historystdbi6ed on the
$orttrrn ad @*rtn rntcres of the $o*-
tng; tollltt& dc<lrsled ar$ poo rrasses o{ t.&g*
rla- frEn r$rth toscrth, eu to \[tst, nstheirst

I{Urrhn tt* stan& on a pbtbrm of aatimal
urutya phtform onu,bkil B boHty lrxcrlbd:
Psetda Porn€c, pqilu dcsncncy md sirl'
EmO$ly tntplaftrr!,{td nr tknnrew cap
italht poUti?i mmfiU Gan srthfutotilyeod
nmlryrEsohrt thc violeff ontradlqlons now
consrlrdng dre naHon Bt realtstk comlxo
miscs tan bc soqht and oeaincd ftn the rno
ment

aldrg ponler bnpo*d caphdisrn as ttr dorrtr
nant rnodc of proex*n rtd oryPntdng
&ilnerrfik frr fu rthet dacloptrrnt
rlbolr E )Es qgo, ailopclt autdcd btrt tn
irumr€d Lelftisd&ete m dt ettxrt n tion
eUiy qr*slsr ln Nfierta mk drct tn ftc
counq4 I crll thr dcbe kftfst bccruse &e gsrr
erel mrrnls - somerimes cxplicit sfinfiifiits
fmptm-wrs 6rc de*etillttv alrd pos*bgHy of
a polpffonrrytnrsforrna{on of NgctB tsto
a modrrrlaulcipialt*urd poptrhrdcmom
tk (or pcopksllsp,6{ic"S6Er*I tefti*s arrd
nortLetrs6 oolt p6t ln &fi d€beL Hr. by hr,

Thequ$ntnaythenbcrskcdlftheNigertrn
L!ft amdcopouror olfle inNfgerta todaX
whrtcan lt drr wtr.t will itdo tohaltth€ turhl

dre moet prcmincnt per(dpants utlrE tso
lfigcrlen acaOcrnrc 4S ldlst Fillc lndhc-
ara}rGc Brlh rnd $B bE n$ufu ele thrnaru

lcDcr lD thrcurntryand pull itkckfrorrth!
pneci$cco{dlirutrr? ftrstof ell,trt NiSEti$ l.eft
wlB ptwhlm 16 identiry oedibitity errd ar*
rccedents tt will ftrllcw ths wirh lcell on aS tne

ftre cnrnatqucsmr fioud\rtrkh &edebate ryrUn( dktlkcted and disgrur{lcd otNlSE"
Hoer,ocnbylrtrsstandatd-wawgedrms rlato"cetre 8re'ontregrurndsth*;sttcewtl
Orcodsura.aofierudnoftrnitlorelqrc+ beenctsrccforttr.ltwilladdrcsqinpartlcular,
dflr lnltlgerl&nrburtrrt$..r$on bndeisdf tht arrud robbcrs, lddrnppers. bandlir hoo&
doly{l q ms brc}eh dstr'n inm coacrce .hrnsrndrmedherders.ltwillthmtdlo$e
rycclEcs \aourc curuol', 'fucal q urr h* ' se{cs of eero$w ordars that cornmon rensc
etrlh','rrtrcgrnetbnd qrftrcrrd rnd has lqqgdhaitd sln{d bt tssuc( ordefs thfi
"gnogof,ttcd rcs;rrnumf. Slnct &€ Eatrr the p{Etctr rcgilrrq15trt tr, hr* is$Gd Fng
36!em rgspapcfi of drc-tturn$u*cd ruc tgp. funtssTcwt[deptrtd precarhslyon
ten nrng3trrcrcrttu*dateq rcscerdr ln thc mcpOouof tEle tnlthl arxnrrx€IrEots
th.mefi.dlrra,toAOrU.amotn"arrytt .ndaor$ttod€rs
rcrt.5d:urdert pAfdrUvtsrqrcrdcrof. In cmhstoru t propoec thet to hrlt tlds tt+
Scrffd pdOrri rnd ptopctdons errrcrgc{, thn l trrbultnctardvlohocr,nrrr*thc d+

ma rr=iet rmrecen bidsUH frorn wlret rre dine to c*rsroptte rnd celrn 8re netbrt. rny
mry nw rt&ro rs ilrc rGG UarahBah Llsnrn !.riol$ sfttrq dtutodc -$ Eo,gody p*
deElcqrfu neral qucsdorlntrffgerb'. &rt trlctcgolerrumltnryu,htheksttmtilrc.
tuo popoefilons dnt irc d rdaerrt o drb ned o lok bqond drc cumm Cm$mtlor\
ptect re rs bEoun or trat attrough sE l ttre la*s of tltFcded nf$tbllc of Ntger[ rpd
spnrea stficX ktngdqn4 &hfforua cotrurrrr rt?orts d Nigcrtrn :leterppokttcd M:.
ntir€s ad prtrOprfOa wr curqruwd by E or$ofhqutryerdConsueorlconerras
Effirln bcdre ttrcy trere n:rpa tsrir e Cnda $ncc ts99, dta Bsltc th begtnnBgo{ Sc orr'
ounryN$rlrli&peodcnctwegrsntcdm rtrnFqrrhnepdik

rosrlt ild

tnost tEt the Brtdsh


