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Further notes to the Nigerian Left

lowed by a series of explanatory and selfclarifi- October1, 1960 not to those entities - but to Nige-

Edwin NIMI fully reconstruct the story of Nigeria's creation

oy and the country's main hlstorit;:)lf trajectory;and
TE Nigeria neglected,ifnor  twostodefend Leftist platform of revolutionary
deubera;eayn m&m Mnc(;} national unity which stands on a rejection of

both the call to march back to the past and the
silly mantra of “Nigerian unity is not nego-
tiable™

Taking a long view of humanity and of the
sk e M thi: Aer  long pesiod of viokent. e
be described as “argumentoverthe . tive like this; a long peri iolent, en-

bnn% of Nigeria®, that s, arggx\emm how Skvingand exploitative incursions intothis part
Nigeria came into being and what would have  Of the African continent, a European impezial
happened if Britain, an imperiai colonial power, power, Britain, felt confident enough, on Janu-
had not invaded our fands, defeated or deceived &Y 1 1900, to proclaim the establishment of
ourancestors, gathered themtogetherand im-  three conquered territorial possessions: the Pro-
posed itself on them. The argument then pro- tectorate of Northern Nigeria, the Protectorate
ceeds to the desirability or otherwise of OfSouthemNigeriaand the Colonyof Lagos. The
returning tothe status QuO-ante 1900, 106,194, ﬂmwasmhdﬁomlol_uﬂa;ﬂxmﬁ&nmta}
1935, 1945, 1952, 1960, OF 1966, that is, returning  abarfAsabaand the third from Lagos. Six years

to the situation existing before one of the ma- later, in 1906, the second and third possessions
jor pre1966 landmarksof our collective history.  Were merged to become the Colony and Protec-

1t is to be hoped that my descriptionof whatis  Forateof Southem Nigeria.And later,
now happening in the country as associated in 1914, the original three - and later two - pos-
with (bur not reducible to) a2 power sessions were merged (“amalgamated”) to be-
within the ruling class will not, itself, sparkoff  come the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria.
an angry argament. Let me briefly explain my- Between 1900 and 1914, the British, now firmly
self Because Nigeria's rulingclass is-fornowi -  €stablished in Lokoja, CalabarfAsaba and Lagos
economically, socially, politically and ideclogi-  asamilitary power, completed the conquestand
cally hegemonic in the country, every setious “pacification” of aH the territories included in
struggle within it threatens to integrate itseif Nigeria as we know it today About 1935, the
- with popular struggle. And 1 employ the term
in the ordi Leftist sense of in-

_‘th ing working mlunn:ypoo?::xd de-ddamd tectorate also became Northern group of
tnasses and expressing their interests, Provinces. : e
The ition here Is that we shouid notbe - However, despite the 1914 “amalgamation”,
lost in the forms inwhich abattlewithin theru}.  Colonial Nigeria was still governed like rwo sep
jngc{ass_‘ or even a national battle - is mged. arﬂ(ﬂmnsupmms.uwl&@tOMMOf
thereby forgetting the origin or essence of that the Second World War. The real political and ad-
battle. To illustrate: the struggle to become the
president or a state governor manifests itself
most strongly and most violently among the
masses - not only in the distribution of “pallia-
tives™, “logistics™ and “stomach infrastructure”,

which has become a strong factor in
both the general turbulence and violence en-
veloping the whole countryand the associated
power struggle within the ruling class. The neg-
lected or badly engaged ideclogical struggle

reality. Bos. :

Nigerian Leftists activists Although a loc of internal
t}mb:n mwﬁn&% e ministrative restructuring has taken place in
about the arigin or creation of Nigeria and the Nigeria since the creation of the country in 1914,
trajectoryof its history. We cannot ignore mes- its shape and surface area remain almost the
sages being beamed on the masses and which  S3me today; 107 years later. Furthermore, al-
the latter do not always ignore but sometimes  though Nigeria now hasa total of 36 constituent
believe and act upon. Ourideologicaland polit-  States (and a federal capital territory) grouped
ical choice of a united Nigerla under people’s  itosixgeopolitical zones and spiit into a rotal of
power, populardemocracy and socialism 774 local government areas, Nigeria's ruling
should draw us into the debare on originand  €ass and its power blocs and political forces
history In general it is wrong to ignore any is- have ensured that rhe 1914 colonial two-part

sue through which the ruling class exercisesor  structure (North and South) remains active at
stre its {control) over the me:ﬁgtlevekofponmmmm
masses. That is the main issue in this plece. Qur  POWeT

ideological task here s two-fold. Onezto truth-  This highly condensed narrative may be fol-

and ad-

Southern Protectorate was split into Western -
and Eastern groups of Provinces. Northern Pro- .

catory footnotes, or rather, series of declarations,

affirmations and refutations. We may declare,

for instance, that although the British created

Nigeria according to its wish and will, that is,

without consulting the “indigenous peoples”,

the “natives”, the entity that emerged in 1914

cannct, today, be truthfully described as a terri-

tory of “strange bed-fellows™ that could not have
been transformed into a nation, even a united

revolutionary nation, through a process of rev
olution and evolution.

emerged in 1914 was a colonial territory of very
large number of ethnic groups differing in sizes,
cultures, religions, levels and modesof develop-
ment and types of relationships with their
neighbours - some friendly and equal, others
uniriendly and unequal. Wecanalsoaffirmthat
the most fundamental thing that the British
colonial powerdid in and to Nigeria was that it
halted the various modes of development itmet

_ in its conquered territories. Thereafter the colo-

nizing power imposed capitalism as the domi-
nant mode of and organizing
framework for further development.

About 15 years ago, an open, extended but un-
structured Leftist debate on the ethnic nation-
ality question in Nigeria took place in the

_country I call the debate Leftist because the gen-

zralgmﬂlse’.-somcﬁmcsaphdt.smxﬁmes
implicit -was the desirability and possibility of
a revolutionarytransformation of Nigeria into
amodern, anticapitalistand populardemocra-
tic (or peoples’)Tepublic. Several Leftists and
non-Leftists took part in that debate. But, by far,
the most prominent pants were two
Nigerian academics and Leftist public intellec-
tuals: GG Darah and the late Yissufu Bala Usman.
The central question around which the debate-
bitter, even by Leftist standard - was waged was
the existence, or otherwise, of the national ques-
don in Nigeria. This eentral question broke itself
down or was broken down into concrete
specifics: “resource control”, “fiscal or true fed--
eralism”, “sovereign-national conference” and

A . Since the main-
stream newspapers of the time showed more
than interest in the debate, research in

terested student, political activist or academic.

Several positions and propositions emerged,
and several more can be distilled from what we
may now refer to as the “GG Darah-Bala Usman
debate on the national in Nigeria™. But
two propositions that are of relevance to this
piece are as follows: One: that although several
separate states, kingdoms, chiefdorms commu-
nities and principalities were conquered by
Britain before they were merged into a single

MNMHMWMM‘

ria. Two: that side by side with class contradic-

tions, exploitation, domination and oppression,

there are ethnic-based contradictions and ex-

ploiter-exploited, dominaring-dominated rela-
tionships in contemporary Nigeria, and that
while some of these relationships are new(that
is, post<colonial), others are residues of the un-
equal exploitative and oppressive relationships
which British colonialists met onarrival and ei-
ther used or weakened and
Leftists introduced the tétm “internal colonial-

Some

ism” todescribe some aspects of this phenome-
non,

My proposition today does not seek (o contra-
dictetther of the two propositions stated above.
Rather, it seeks totranscend them, that is, absorb
and go beyond them. Anxd the proposition is this:
Taking a long view of history and based on the
short-term and long-term mterests of the work-
ing, toiling de<lassed and poor gnasses of Nige-
ria - from north tosouth, east to west, northeast
to southwest and northwest to southeast - the
Nigerian Left stands on a platform of national
unity, a platform on which is boldly inscribed:
peaple’s power, popular democracy and social-
tsm. Only that plarform, and not the current cap-
italist polirical economy, can satisfactorily and
finally resolve the violent contradictions now
consuming the nation. But realistic compro-
mises can be sought and obtained for the mo-
ment.

The guestion may then be asked: If the Nigerian
Left accedes to power or office in Nigeria today
what can it do, what will it do to halt the turbu-
lence in the country and pull it back from the

eof disaster? Firstof all, the Nigerian Left
will proclaim its identity, credibility and an-
tecedents. It will follow this with acall on all the
aggrieved, disaffected and disgruntied of Nige-
ria 1o “cease fire” on the grounds that justice will
be done henceforth. Itwill address, in <
the armed robbers, kidnappers, ts, hood-

_lums and armed herders. It will then roliouta

series of executive orders that common sense

has long dictated should be issued, orders that
the present régime ought to have issued long
ago. Further steps will depend precariously on
the reception of these initial announcements
and executive orders. - :

in conclusion: | propose that to hait this na-
donal turbulence and vialence, reverse the de-
cline to catastrophe and calm the nation, any
serious, sincere, democratic and genuinely pa-
triotic government may not, in the first irstance,
need to look beyond the current Constitution,
the Laws of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and
reports of Nigerian state-appointed Commis-
sionsof Inquiry and Constitutional Conferences
since 1999, that is, since the beginning of the cur-
rent Fourth Republic.



