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Clarifi cations and re-staternents
By Elwfn Madunagu

1 ;Ylastarticle, "Furthernotes to ttre Niger-
I YI ian left" (late February 2Ozt). was a de-
liberately condensed message. [t was so
because I feared that Nigeria was approach-
ing anotherdangerous bend in its history. I
therefore wanted to indicate, even for my
own selfassurAnce, where the movement
could stand and all that it could do and
should do if itwas forced to rnaturity. FoL I
haye, for some time now been convinc.ed that
the Nigerian l-eft will, one day, be pushecl to
maturity because Nigeria's ruling class, as rt€
see it today, cannot lead the countryout of
this national crisis. Now that hisroryappe.ars
m have granted another temporary repriane
co these rulers, I mayseize rfie opporrunityto
clari! pars of wl'rat I said in that my urgent
call to rhe Nigerian Left
The present article is therefore for darifica

tions and restatentents as prenrised above,
andwill be presented in threesegmenrsThe '

fi rst sqgrnent wil I be a clarifi carion of ttre last
proposition in tfie a rtide cited abore. Ihe sec-
ond segment is a repofion a private discus
sion I recently had with a comrade on a
current lssue in thepolitics of our counrry.
And &e &ird is a reporton a message I seot b
a recent political summit meetlng of the
NigerianLeft.
, Ihe last pamgraph of "Furdrer notes b the
Nigerian Leffgoes like rhis: -ln conclusion,l
propme that to hal r this nadonal nrbulence
andviolence neveme the decline o caastno
phe ard calm dre nation, any serious,sincue,
democradc and genuinely patriotic gorerr>
firenrmaynoL in thefirst insancq need m
look bepnd the current Constitution, the
Laun of the Federal Republk of Nigeria and
reports of Nigerian sta*appolntBd Cour
missions of Inquiryand Constitutional Cor>
ferences slnce 1999, that is, since the
begtnnlry of the current Furttr Republic'.
IhIs proposition rms botr an indktnrentof

Nigerht rulingdass, its stateand itsgorerrr
mentand a ranolutionary proposition b dE
Nigerhn Icft &rg dut it was, and iS an lr
dictrnent of the clrrenr ruhrs is dear

enough. What rnay not be cleal or clear
enough is how it is a revoiutionary proposr-
tion totheNiger:ian Left. Myexplanation isas
fol lows: Every epoch, every generation of hu-
manity makes its own history but it ma&es
history not in circurnstances chosen by it.
Every generation makes history in circum-
stances ba nsmitted from dre pasC So said lGrl
Mrrn< in his analyses of one of the revolution-
ary convulsions of lgs,century France. Our
simple reading of Marxl proposition today is
that if you wait ro be able to choose all the
farrcurable conditions in which to makea rer,r
olutionary intervention, then pu will nevier
make a revolution - where "revolution'is
given is real, non-mystical meaning of a sud-
den, fundamental but not necessarily violent
change.
With particularreference to Nigeria and the

Nigerian Left of this generation, two of the
favou riable cond ition s for a revol u ti,onary i n-
tervention are the aiailability of a widely
known and accepted ftople's Manifesto and a
prior mobilization of not only a large natinnal
cross*ecdon of the working, toiling and poor
masses, but also fragments of middle and
ercn upper classes. A concreE restarement of
myFebruary proposition is thatwen in the
absence of these two condicions, an effectirc
intenrntion czrn be madg usinga selection
of documents ftom dre political and legal ar-
senal of Nigeria's ruling class and its sarc.
This propositiorU namely, that creative de

ployrnens and appli,-atiors of exhnt sate
documents-can be made o sattsS urgent
popular needs, "ln the first instancil*rat ir
in tle first stages of a raolutionary burpop
ular inrenenrion ) has been lmplkidy derm*
strated by the late Comrade FskorTqro and
snrcral public inellectuals of 0re Left (past
and presentlAnd fr,onr a diftrent H€obgical
and political perspecive, Professor \lrlole
Soyrnl€ is essentially making dris type of pro
posal wtren he tall6 of engaging the prcsent
Crnstitrr tion bu t'streEhing" sorne of i ts pro
visions'to tlrcir lim its'. That is ranolutionary
politic$ a science and an artof which ttre lrtt
should beconrc I'ast masrers'.

As I was planning these "cladfications and
restatements", I received a post through the
in terner The message emtrodied a proposed
geopolitical restmcruring of Nigeria. In it the
author orauthors proposed a restrucruring
of the counEy into 42 states from the pres
en t36. The number of geopolitical zones was
to remain six with their nanres unchanged;
the zones were to have equal number of
states, that is, seven each; Abuja was to be
come a state or have part of it rransformect
into a state; the states, and not the geopoliti-
cal zones, wiII remain the tbderating unis. Fi-
nally "Iiscal federalism" and 'resource
control" were to be progressirrely imple
mented, up to the desirable limit, overa p+
riod ofas yearsl
After reading this intriguing'memoran-

dum' that seems to be deliberately targeted
at liberal politicians,l contacted andaskeda
comrade if he had seen itandif heknewthe
source. He said he had seen itbuq like me, he
did not know the author or authors.I then
asked for his prwisional vier,ns on the "mern
orandum". He sumrnarily dismissed iq in
sisting that he was on\l interested in a
resgucrulng that would favour the pooq,
such as,'for starters, a minimum wage of
hlloo,oO0, free primary heakh and educ+
tion br all'- Since it was an internet discus"
siorq it uas easy for me to end the dialogue
there - to aroid any unnec€ssry quanel
WhyAlrtrre@ain.
The response girren by rny comrade is cor-

recq tary correct in an ideological skirmish
with anopponent But I will endorse it in a
serious politkal conrbatonlyif itisan intro
ductior\ and not ttre totaliryof his remdon
to dre lnemorandum'before ul My hard re
action to the comradds reacdon to the
'memorandum" would be that any leftist
wto respo* that rray aruC mps ttxre with
out q)mrn€nting directty on ttr contenr of
Itre memoraodurn, hrt radrer dismisses it
summaritf ctrlnor be seriors about rerclu
tioru cannd be srbus abqrt el€ctoral pol}
tics and may not be an effectire classroom
teadlec

Of theseveral reasons for my reaction, I may
pick out only one: targe segments of the same
working, toiling and poor masses of Nigeria
in whose name and on whose behalf rve speak
are today - for no fault of thei rs - interested not
only in enhanced "minirnum wage", "free
health" and'education forall"butalso in "re
stmcturingi'and kindred political and gorer-
nance issues.The task of the Nigerian Left and
Nigerian Leftists is ro combine the noo sers of
inrerests in a revolutionary manner - while
emphasizing the strategic line of march ! This
point is fi.rrther cleveloped in rhe following,
and final segn'tentof thispiece.
Quiterecently,I receivedan invitation roa po
Iitical summitof the Nigerian LefuAs I could
not paficipate in person,I sent in a message
inwhich I proposed three alternative political
strategies: "Eitherwe embark on a strategyof
assisting or allying with the ruling class to re
constitute a nd restructure itself ideologicalty
and plitically to beable to halt the national
crisis; orwe pose an alternatire, but dear, corr
cretg responsible and bold populardemoc-
ratic programme of self-liberation"
redemption and recorstrucdon to ttle work
ing and toiling masses of Nigeria; orwe see* a
middlecourr betvyeen these turc strategles"
I told the summit that I did not intend m

rund alarmist, \,vhen I say that time cannot
be on the side ofthe Nigerian Left.

Butthe lesson of historyis dratif pu perpet-
traltyfail orrefi,se to sertoustyengagea prob
lem towhich you are seer\oryonrloudlyand
sometirnes noisily claim to har,r a soluti,on,
you risk becoming part of ttre pro,blern And
the latter will start seeldng or acnrdng other
soludons which firay sound similar but are
dangerously undeslrabtC ftrat was esserk
tialty ttrc end of my m€ssage. A4d it rnay also
senie as the doslng proposttbn of thls piea -
ercept that I would no,v liketo ctnnge the
phrase "sound similaf in tre second to *re
last rntence to'appear attracthrc'. ti/hat I am
rylng to communlcate here ts trc dangerof
e{nffgence of radka}.surrdtrg groupe ff tei}
dencies that are hscist in charcter ard
couner{€vtil utbmry in esrtrce
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