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Engagement with the Nigerian Left
BvEir*rrrffinaer trf,'mTsil:r,ixr;,**r;fr ffi,",*#ffiHffitfl
' A BouTftT€elEarsagqaloungcomrade of form ln thc perlphery of Jo|irnallsm was a postngof the quesdonofpolltlcal Polsses a
llmfne nrrto ri,ar Oriir i jordent of ff*ory rgEludonarydErloym€rit rEdllzablenot.toodttiaffobredr,e
and tnternedonal ReladonsattheHeral UnL' . J have rccalled &e 2018 encounGrwith my Ele ftm Part or ihemc may ln h(t, bc

. rrrsltylafaNassarawasEeofNigerla,asked puirg iomradeand hts.te?clrer becausea rR stritdtdoreryandedtoindudcmudlo(thc
mea liaded oersonal ouestion, He-toH me he Iatrd-quesdon hes nolv arls€rL Thls -sare - .nqc bur $eni3q but separadon ls made br
prcpar.a t#quesdon iftercorsulatlon wlsr pung iomrade wto has shce Sna9uat$'and 'completerresfy so lhal Sgqrlng is left-our
i,ndofhis leairrersritlo had been fultowing joined the mltllons ofJobless-and underErr} And olthesc sB rhemes, thi fourthard the -

mypubtic wlidruslhe partofhis quesdon plryed Ngvian]rouftsrecntryashd w ybr ff{h haw becn the md difEorlt forme and
&itlrsofimmediirrd&n efre.inUere iorileyearsnoqmypubllsbed artldesande+ thi most tunpopula{, 'controvErdaf and
framed l .e this: f/frhyis rt tfiar mypuufshed sa]6lBve takeE Erefurm ofalong;thotgh seg' "co'nfusfngl in tie nrovement because they
ruidngs are malnly'if notoalusfuity on'so mented ommunlcadon B th€Ntserlan kft? touclr on iudr sensltive categort€sllke 'n&
ci.,tcr;,, ttarxtsni; ana "r€voludo;? And In otherunrdswfiyhasArcsubiedof myFlb ftrn",'erhkgroupC,'Tetubn'dEt$,elvlaDr
why ts niy medrod .hlstorlcal' and my style lished wrltings become eren narrolrl€f thaa l$s wouH raiha leaE alore Brn I inslst th*

.'DedaEoEtcan whatmyyouig mmradeand hrs Eaa*Erhart u,E caDnd lea\re them alone because of the
in rei,o-nse I ttlanl(€d theloung man ani- previously obsereed? Ilry Espons€ drls tlmc consequences of the "dlvideand.rulef evlls

crroughhtrn-ttisteach€rfoi*eiicorrctou was wrybrief,Ir dld Totgomudr bgprd ad th{rB.L colonial rulers ad theirind83tlous
senafon" I0rengaveaprwf$oDal summary mitting tha_t rheir-obseflagon wes correct' caiitalistsucesorsommitrdard&elatg
ansnrer.Ihat anjfuer ra6s that my publlshed Iaterlbld fiis my&stgror^rir8omnde that hiF continued m cotnmiton thc masses of
li/rirjngs consdtutean integmt panofrnyrev- I would soon-revieh, the content of mJ long theMgBrianpeopleTolealetE subiects lsto
otuUoiarysmrggreardtraftnderbceninir communicadon to the NlgErran fefr aq4 pl4roicontiriuebddytr€"ostrlcb"(br,ry,tng
aepenaenr eapgement - as hras t could through duq tmPlkidylnCtcae thcreason for ireia in tte sana) *ie drc ruling dass cor>

. eiremfer, or irJre suictly slnce I became a myfocls-orconce[tration-IhatistbesubJed- dNes to misrEpreseng madpulac and et-
sociatist ard a rerolutloniry Marrdsr t told matterof thispi€e. ptditptrenomena*nttte rnas.sesftd.se and

' themtharldtdnotsetoutirasptretobea ltre rnain concem and lnterest of my pub itrrc;the aittcat qucsttorbr*rNlguianlct
"lrdter" but a ra/oludonaryMandst in a his llsh€dxtdtingp slne2orTmaybe rou4ly sq is the analyses ne makc, the interprctatlons
torical setting nhele poputar educadoq Iet {aEd i to six . broad parts: Unity and ule girre and tre positbns rve tak, dernorr
oludomryp&agogyini ririliuntdefence of developmentof the Nigrrtan teftas a rcvolu- smieanapropgateonyadusissues
sociallsm-uieredririf the continuous duty of tlgnary geqcy for socialis tranformadon of We nray drnfnie and endthis piece wlth a
a revoludonary l,vhat had been observed In NiSBria; koduction ofa concise Peopld_s It aI} numbeiof'surdy notefon the nadoud queg
myllridngs mlst be a product of myhistory ifeslo and an associated Prcgramme of Stru&- tion.'Ihese notei hara been deliberately se
asi rerioftirtonarv lrold-myinterroFtors glgProductionandcontinuoussharpeningof lected for dreir'controrcrsiaf formuladons
To compleethe licnrg I litertold mypung an electoral Pladorm thatemlfiasizesrnassirt In December 1969, Regts Debray a kflst

comradi separatelywhat he mu$ha\€ rcad redeployment of_ the nation's resources [n Frtndtr,rrtteqcommentedinalcterotheed
elseudrerg name5,: that my revolutionary favour ofourworking, toiling; dedassed and itorof$rdaylimesoflondon:"Thenear+F
struggle which is cbmplemented bymypub poor.masses and deq>rooted natbnal unlty lerce of Europea.nMarr.i$s on tEqu€stion of
Iic aia pr.trate writln! is not simply my prl' which is forged in populardernocratk strug- nationalism will one dary be seel! as the most
maryin-rerest in life, but an inrerest in whidr glgpopularpowe4poptlardemoaacyandso costlyand ruinous of dt historkal omlsstons
ercryodrerinterest-indudingnationality re cialism; Continuing -ard intensiried Such peopleworkin a vacuum'.Iam quocilg
liglon, hmily, occuparion anl material pos appreciation and study of the national qres fromilonceB. Davis'boolq "Iosard a MaDdst
session - mirst find accommodadon and tion in Nigeria and the presentation of "rs th€oryof nationalism",publishedbyMonthly
iusdfcation.'Ihat u/as part of my own defini structuring under pqrular democraql _or nerriew press, NarYork in ly,& D€brey must
iion of a professional revolutionary in the 'fopulardemo(ratic restruGudng: at a Polit- hara been referring to Eump€an Marxists itr
sense of Marxism and Leninism. Comrades ical response ro rhis que*ion at this sEgq Crn- the period afterWorlcl War ll.l t nr nerrer for-
that are oH enough will remember the con. tinuingand intensilied studyof NigErht social gotren Debrafs waming inspite of my dis

\
agrsementwitr serrcral ofhisideasand iBtef- f.

pretations <{. !
Inttrewalcofthecreation ofmultinationYir i
goslavh after\{lbrldWarl rhe cormut's Com. .-
mUnlst Part$ relying on and devdoping the i
thesis of theThird Intemational or Comm* +

nistlnternuional(Cornintern)and is national t
chapers proposed theadoption of "natbnal .'
oppr-ession'as a Mandst category relaEd to :
'iiiis oppressionq but not idindlalwittr or Y

strbordinate to it. C-omintem later abandoned
tris thesls wtricb, in the absene of trtsorical :,

speclfi citj{ was dangerou$y misleadlrrg; But
thelfugoslavcomrades dungto iclrile allknov ;Sreconsequencer :-

In itsApril-Jung1969 lssue,a French socialist :
magazine, Sodaltsn" carried a long essay by ;
trewelllcnown Mandst theoreticfuro, Ernest a

Mandel dded taptalism and Rqional Dls e
paritie*'The essay was later translated tnto '+

irrgirh'anO puUtiitreA as a pamphletl found ,:

the following proposition in Mandel's essay ,:
lltre unequal developmenEbetween regions j'

and nadons is the very essence of capialtsrq
on the saroe l€uel astheotploitationof labour ',

Manri* editor, editing a L,fandst essay, safdy r+
place "tlre very essence of capitallsm' wlth "tn
tre essence of capltalism". Secondly I belierte
trat Mandel's 1969 thesis isvalid on rhe level of
capi[alist mode of productiorL Butoustdetds

author, l. P. Itlettl euded his
"Political Biographf of this
Russianderrnan woman with the
proposition: "Rosa Luxemburg stands A the
ape.y of the attemptto make operadonal the
Ivlarxisr concep( of class as rhe prirnary sodal
referent, and to breakonce ard forall tfle old
alternative suanglehold of nation.
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