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A welcome address by the GpI cotobar centrethe Ihth Graduoiioo and-pubric Educofion
coordinatorr-praf Bene furadunoga, in carabar atseminar, held on August, 12, zoit, in carabar

n behalf of the Board of
Trustees and management of
Girls'Power tnitiative

welcome you
Graduation and

this lOth
Education

Seminar of Girls' power Initiative,
Calabar Centre.

Let me start by congratulating the
28 young empowered girls who
would be graduating today after three
(3) years of intensive 3-hours weekly
lessons and participatory discussions
inGPI.

We are all here to celebrate the
success of these girls whose lives
have changed for the better in a

society that is full of challenges for
young people. In today's globalized
world, the process of "growing up" in

(GPI), it is rny privilege and honour to

the pubertal years when children
are undergoing exponential growth
is with little positive guidan* from
adults. fne lives ofyouths today
are full of a wide range of
educational, family, employment
and health challenges. They go
through experiences that are very
different from those of our
generation or even one or two
generations ago. Adults lack the
knowledge to guide the youths
since they did not face such
experiences, occasioned today by
the political economy of
globalrzation and rapid
technological advances in the midst
of deepening poverty for most
families.

There are also more Youths than

ever before. The World,s youth
2006 Data Sheet reports that youths,
aged 10-24 years, form 33% of the
total youth population of 305
million people in Africa. In Nigeria
it is 34% of total youth populition
of 45.4 million, and iOrt, of
unmarried girls, aged l5- 19, have
had sex as compared to Z4%ofboys
ofthat age.

Also, 27% of 15-18 sexually
active single girls use
contraceptives. For married girls
aged 15-19, only 2% use
contraceptives, while for married
young women aged 20-24,just 4%

use contraceptives. Thus, young
girls of I 5-24 years arc at risk of
sexual and pregnancy-related
challenges not faced by young men

ofsame age.

Again, as part of the knowledge

about the benefits of education

youths spend longer time in school.

They seek formal emPloYment at a

later age and get married to start

having children at a later age than

youths of Z}Years ago- ManY ofthe

youths live in poverty due to lack of

gainful emPloYm.-1t, familY

foverty and Poor health and theY,

tn.t.fora, constitute the

phenomenon of"areaboYs and area

lirlr" who get recruited as thugs bY

ioliticians. This means that young

p.opf. todaY face more comPlex

una challen glng environment than

their Peers
They also

(Con

of 20-30 Years ago'

spend longer time
tiiued on Page 3)
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PAGE3ATGRADU oN ADDRESSAdolescence and challengesof changlng times
to attain

rg
attitude. cation onf,

(Continued from poge 2) Our emphasis is tfrc1 cafl

prspanng for adulthood in a very
but the likelihood of sexual initiation focused on four ruQg good

c ( )r't Iir scd
pnor to marriagehasincreased. m a j o r wives to tfiosewfio

envtronment of greed, Indeed , rt has become a new experiences in [uente tficm ds
fraud, povcrty and unemployment. phenomenon for would_ be brides to the lives ofyoung , we$ as infon u[
I Icncc t young pcople grow up todav be coerced to become pregnant PeoPle. These nwtfrns oftuattb
rn our societY, facing greater before wedding takes place so as to a r e

cfriffret
challcngcs ancl r ISks. be sure of her fertility. Thus, social schooling/educatiotr, health

Thc situation is worse for girls than pressure aqd parental desires career/goal 1n life and consensual
frlr boys. Both the rich and cven the contrnue to increase the risk factors interpersonal relationships, based on
disadvantagcd young men would for girls. mutual respect that would help the
scxtrally rrbusc girls,' made GPI, in recognition of these life girls to maintain and protect their
vrrlncrlrblc hy 1lovcr1y. Thus, girls
Iircc rnorc hcalth risks on thcir way to
rttlrrlthoorl.

'l'lrc qrclrtcr risk in our socicty
t otl:r y is I I IV/A I DS which is
incrcasingly al-fl icting young
pcoplc, rnost cspccially girls agcd
l5-29 In arltlition., unwantcd

I)rcunirncy duc to incrcasing
incitlcttcc ol'scxual abusc has

bcct)nrc ll scrious challcnge to
;rtlttlcsccttt girls. Somc would
lrttctttpt ttttslllc' ittrtlrtiotl with fatal

()utet)nlc ltttr,l u'ltcrc thcy carTy thc

l)r c[nru)cY ttl tcntl, carly child-

i'r.,ti irtg rt'ottltl lcad to scrious long-

tcrrrt .lll'.ts ott thc qtrality of lifc of

lltc ttttrtltcr lttttl child or childrcn'

Yt)tll)[ \\'t)lllL-l] afc alSO mofe

threatening challenges faced by the bodily integrity.
girl-child, has continued to remain When girls develop positively to
focused since 1994 in its programme attain high level of education and

of sexuality, sexual and reproductive
health and rights information as well
as life management and leadership
skills to assist the girls to overcome
these challenges.

Our aim is to reduce early sexual

activity among adolescent girls by

empowering them to take informed

decisions to effectivelY and

assertively reduce the risks of early

sexual activity and hence sexually

transmitted infections (STIs),

inc luding HIV/AID S ' Our
programmes ate also aimed at

Lt unging risky behaviours that are

injurlous to health and increasing

their knowledge about healthY

behaviours to chinge their unhealthy

career, they can then make good
wives to those who deserye them as

well as informed mothers of healthy
children.

I have taken time to illustrate the

challenges girls face in their
growing-up years to justifY whY we

are here to celebrate with the young

girl s graduating from GPI
programme todaY.

It is our belief that having had the

pattence and 1ntere St to remaln and

comp 1ete the three (3 ) years In GPI

theSE 2006 graduands our 1 0th set In

GPI C alab&t, ate better 1nformed

than thelr peers who have not had

Such opportun 1ty and there fore )

Id be abIe to reS 1St the nskS of
I I C t tl cd l II II II v r)ung 111 en In worlJ

t' ) .I
fe 1 and tected sexual actIvIty

I I rl IId hea I thv I I ear v unpro
I c ) c \ I II (l () rl (,

w d unw a n t e df

ffe d h e n c e av o I
I u I t'lc r Ib Ie thev Su r a n )

afeIC \ a I rC t t
and rh nSk of uns

f d t Ive or pregnancv e

I t) I II II 1l It Ic \ c I S (-) rcpro uc
They ould rema1n 1nI

d d abortton w
c ) rc I il t cd d I SO rdc rS an ten

high b1e 1eveI to
I
'! t'c 1l II II I)

d SC'hoo I to the eSt poS S I

I t)o I rbr Shortcr pcr Io S
fuI obS to

t 1t 5 t I I I
.I \ C I

b ab1e to Secure garn J
th fa e

t) t)f c L)urSe cv ce
1I dependent.

I h I II t) S iI become e00nom1ca v 1n
't I L opportu11 I t IcS The

that th i11 have good
I t' \\ c I' c c t) I 1) II We hope ey w

h t S t)f ob lr I S are o ften
be e Ieade rS 1n anv field

ht I Ill :I IT n 1l

h fu I an[ ngfrtt

as tife
hal"ersfriP

cateers to com
I fe

I .l tl ) pll t r I a rcha I arrn f nde ur utt1IS Inob th 1

\ I 1) I t c o e avo ,
11so r a rv 1 adershiP

..l t l) II I iI n d c o n t c m p
manasement and

l/r

have learned,

e
I I' .l I I 1)

ffi k GPIFG IU and t ra c In ob ln
I'l I.l ! t I L c c ql

I b th
I S t In Ca a ar e

o,\ I t II 1) u 1l h ll t L- i,l
d

tl I u II tt t, IrI of I 8 an
I Ik t' I I h 1) 1) 1) )' r)

I
Irc I 1) \\ t'tc ;,In I) 1l c h Idren
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Adolescence andTb you the graduands I congratulate of chan
challenges

you for the successful
)

your prograrnme in
completion of gln

rcmind you that just
GPI. May I each other as

with
as it has been you go into the Increase Kunle, Jude, Vitalis Roseyour prcdecessors you will face world to face

,

oj,ji, Viviene Edet and oth
)

,
ers whocxtra challcngcs than your peers, by challenges that gssofls

keep up the information flow aboutthosc who will dcliberately test and Young people GPI activrtres for continuous publictcmpt you to scc if indeed GpI today are education for girls to utilise thepasscd through you. Thus , lou carry services of GpI, I thank them. To thethc burdcn of dcmonstrating what you You also have N(iO colleagues who have workedlcarncd in Gpl having been glven a the privilege to with us in NETCUSA - Network tovoicc to challcnge what you see as c o n t lnue to gooI g Curb Sexual Abuse and in CATIp -bad. You will have to protect and e nj o Y G P I am6assafo r Coalition Against Traffickingln
dc fcncl your rights and your bodilv

counselling 6sing a goo[ rofe
Persons ) and the Cross River State

lntcgrity. You will havc to speak out services and of mofef to otfrer Government for the recognition
in dcfcncc of thc rights of your course the GPI

louttg girfs out
accorded us on October 1 ) 2005 for

rgnorant pccrs; comporting yourself, lib r a r y
tfi.ere.

the work we do to protect the rights

but politcly and cffcctivcly, asserting servlces. You of young girls in the state, and the

your rights in what you arc convinced would always be welcome to share Ministry of Education, for the

of as thc accuratc position in any
your experiences on the GPI TV partnership with GPI to extend the

lssuc. You will have to seize
programme, the "Girl Child" to serve implementation of the policy on

oppurtunitics to sharc with others,
as an example to your peers. Sexuality, Family Life and

what you h:rvc lcarncd to cnable them
Remember that it is not how many HIV/AIDS to all schools in Cross

to alstl protcct thcmsclves and
lessons you attended in GPI that is River State, we thank them all. We

ovcrconrc thc socially constructed
important, but how you would live have also had support from the

risks in thc socicty. You will have to
your life henceforth as a good GPI M i n istry of Health, Youth

dcnronstratc politely and with ambassador and being a good role Development ; and Women's Affairs,

lrunrility, cducating othcrs who do not
model to othcr young girls out there. as well as the management of the

I wish you all the strength to live a CRBC in all of our activities. We
havc such knorvlcdgc. life that is fruitful, healthy and as sincerely thank all of you and many

Rcntctnbcr that from this day on-
empowered women. other individuals and institutions too

wards you willjoin your predecessors Distinguishcd ParticiPants, I once numerous to mention in a brief

in GAA GPI Alurtttrac Association. again welcome You to this occasion, welcome note.

Tltc' prcsidcnt or sccretary of GAA the lOth GPI graduation ceremony, Finally, all of the achievementsln

hc-rc rvill bc callctl upotl
hav

after you
and I thank You for Your support and GPI through mY leadershiP in the

I c rccelvcd past 13 Years would not have been

ui{t frwe to yo u r Presence'
cial thanks go to the girls possible without the total

oyPortunitics
frire wit fr

certificate to My spe
kept faith with us to be in unflinching suPPort , intellectual

ad t you who have ts inspiration and unders tanding, lovetos 111 I
the programme and to the Paren

wfrot lou
into GAA and

who without their suPPort, the girls and care of mY Partnor, friend,

otfrtrs,
fiave

gr ve you
would not have been in the comrade and husband, Edwin

harned to information ramme as well as the GPI staff Madunagu and the understanding of

cna6{e tfren U ako about GAA prog
worked as a team to sttmulate mY children, Unoma and Ikenna'

fvu meettngs who main TheY all make the sacrifice of

Protect tfremse

ond ousrcofiu

s ociot
Therefore, the interest of the girls to re

seful constantly missing my presence at

tfrc you all have through the Programme. The u
e to home for the time I spend

t information and skills theY gav
ls coordinating and thinking throughI t h e

the girls will surelY stand the gir

Mrr3fu in opportun itY

tfre smict),
to suPPort out. To our friends in the media: the success and development of GPI'

tr E

tfiat is
saddled with. 6ut fi

w,

sfi.ze


