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Unpopular Essays

The Issue Of A [Vew World

first (and only) party to
the Zimbabwe dispute to
accept, iri toto, the
Anglo-American peacc
pact for the coiony. A
little later, Nigeria
started backsliding on its
support of the Patriotic
Front-
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ed the Federal Govern-
ment's view of the West,
Brigadier Garba had a

harsh word. He could not
see why the govem-
ment's position should

Benerate "the most ili-
informed opinion from
socalled Nigerian radi-
cals. "

But last week, the
Foreign Minister bor-
rowed the analysis of the
ill-informed radicals to
renounce the same West-
em policy he had defend-
ed against the onslaucht
of the radicals. ''Ibc
strategy," he said, "is

"FOR those who oppoed thc Fd.rd Gort>'
ment's view of the W€st. Brlgrdler Grdr b e Lrl
word. Hecould notsee why thegovcrrd'rpfr
should generste ..the mmt il-hforucd oDUc t-'
so-called Nlgerian radicrls. "
Conessions tor 

' the indeecl easy to cmlpre-
West for its imaghgary hend. Western objec-
new posture on Southem tives in Zimbabwe, as in
,{frica also followed, the whole of Southern
otlrer murses. For in- Africa. have never
stance. in Septemher last charreed. What h;rs
vcar, when ncws carle ?merged is a switch in thc
that Western (iemlanv ilrategy designed {-c

had closed its consulate achieve the same objec-
in Windhoeck, Namil-.ra. tives and preserve thC
Brigadier Garha herald- same intereits .

ed it as evidence that It was the anger of a
West German policy to- man who had persi*
wards South Africa was tently b€en told hgr.
changing. He said rtre powirful hrs qlunrry
country's view on the was,onaccountofwhich
crisiswasbecomingiden- he (on behalf of his
tical with that of the powerful country) was
Nigerian Government, voted into the Security
and on a generous 6- Council - onlv to disco
pulse. invited more Cer- ver lhat rhe ,ttem had
man firms to invest h chosen new arenas out_
Nigeria I side the Secuntv Cn,,ncil

For those who oppos- todiscussAfricinaffairs.

Brigadier Garha's Discouery
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THE last wrck was a
priod of intense diplt>
matic activity for Foreign
Minister, Brigadier Jm
Garba. Intense and frus-
trating.

0n the Security Coun.
cil chair m moderator, he
had expected the Zim-
bablve question to be
brought before him, but
inslead^ Americs (with
Britain). which had
seriously campai gned for
Nigeria's menrbcrship in
thr: strrrritl courrcil, de-
ci<irrd t,r tlkr lil( Utaiter
fo l\Iti1?.

.,\rr rt. ilrigaiiicr
(jaiir;l ir;rrj exuellerl the
',U35i ,,, i1,1.,. i)(isitiot ar
:i0itll-j,t-, ,r, !rii:r hr irls

r {.f

A'I a time when the
gap in thc levels of eco-
nomic clevelopment be-
tween the developed
Wcsterr and thc young
states :s increasingly
widening (it tras grown
15-fold by now),
attempts by the latter to
remedy their crirical si-
tuation through restruc-
turing international eco-
nomic relations meet
with active resistance, as

is indicated, specialy, by
the course of discussions
on this issue both in the
United Nations and in
other international nora.

In the struggle tirr their
(:conomic rights, the

spent a good part of his
diplomatic life defend-
ing) to join forces with
him in condemnmg the
internal settlement effort
of Ian Smith in Zim-
babwe, but instead, the
West chose an option of
silence.

And back in I-agos,
airport-newsmen add-
ed to the irritation whcn
they dernanded an expla-
nation trom the minister
frrr rvhy his govcrnmcnt,
conrrliltcd lo lhc t()tal
liircrrtrou ()i S()rrthenl
Afric:r. arrd with Africa
ls the .nnlre- pie6s nf
i1s lorerqn policv, shoulcl

l,crnril il:cll thc Iuxury 0I
a sltr'cial asso.i;rlion \\,,tll

however, they tried their
best t0 evade a just solu-
tion to this question of
vital importancc for the
dcveloping countrics.
Consequently, the nego-
tiations that had lasted
for nearly a year and a
half failed to produce any
results.

'I'he group of 19, spea-
king on behalf of all the
Third World countries,
submitted to the confc-
rence specific proposals
on the mining and mar-
keting of raw materials,
the estrhlishment of a
tair halzurce hetween the
prices of raw materials
and finished products,

Iran. Iran that makes no
secret of its epic love
affair with South Africa.

To the first set of
issues, Brigadier Garba
responded with a raging
fury and righteous indig-
nation. Righteous, be-
cause the Carter govern-
ment in America had
used the black colour of
its U.N. Ambasador,
Andrew Young to sell
the story to Nigeria that
the U.S. was capable,
and indeed prcparcd to
pursuc a new frolicy in
Southern Africa. []riga,
clier Ciarba harl l.een so
persuaded about ilre sin-
ceritv of this offcr that he
placeti himself finnlv in

they are making hom
such unequal trade.
Therefore, they do their
best to protract the dis-
cussion with a view to
gaining time and freezing
the process of restnirtur-
ing econonric relations in
the world on a just and

the vanguard of a pub:
lic relations team whose
commitment to sell the
putative new image of
the United States to the
rest of Africa was never
in doubt. Nigeria, he in-
sisted, had no nght to
continue quarelling with
the United States now
that the Carter Adminis-
tration had taken up the
black case in Africa.
"We should" he said in a
television' prograrnme,
"he friends".

What tollowed was a
nightmarisll revisjr)fl oi a
progressilc lirrcigit
poJicy.ln the lirst h:rli ol
last year, Niferia put ir-
scll on the ntap as llle

more than recommenda-
tions. The developing
countries have already
started expressing appre-
hensions that this body
with the participation of
representatives of Wes-
tem industrially deve-
loped stales might also
be used for further pro-

(\

Economic Order
ing countries basic cr- politicians fuom the Wes-
port rtem. Ar rhe same tem and the developing
time, they keep on in- countries.

:::l.inc 
,h: cost of their Bur one can hardtyown exported manufac- exDect much from the

lurcs and techrroloov commlsslonsworK. tnls
It is natural that the has also been admitted

wc\lcrn^ powers do not hy willy Brandt. who is
want to forego the pro[its (ihairman of the com_
::- mission. This is so, bb-

by cause it cannot act in

oLt] TYANDA place of governments and
IIS reSOlUl.tOnS are no

,lgygllrping cr)untrics de- elc.
rrrand a change in the 1ne non-equivalent
iliuractcr of, trade and exchange of goods has
i:r:o,lomic relations and 5".o.j in practice the
v'l{ with anxiety their West,s main instrument

,.,^,:r fasl growing indeb- of plundering the Third
i(rliiri:ss to the West, World. Of itre ZOO,OOO
rr':ri,"I has now exceeded million dollars end price
l;r.r.0ir) million dollars. 61 all the raw materials

i:1 ;,1p6112n1 rOle in lwith the exception ol,.,r'',.. ,his prohlern wa. oil) ex,-rled lrom thc
... .,1, ,, to tlrc tntcr- der cloping countries
r.raliln;:i ;onference on only 30J)00 million dol-
,y\ori,,,r,:r ,iooperation in lars find their way back
t aris, known as the I to thent.
North South dialogue.,' The Western private
Just as tlte case had been and state companies,
with similar preeeding however, refuse to consi
conferences. the Wesl- der the question of rais-
em countries tlid . not . ing the prices of raw.
sflnl f.!,\rn;scs i.ttrrallv. m:,1^ri .l\. thr ,lcvclrrn-

democratic basis. tracting the dialogue.

In order to break the Nevertheless, the
deadlock reached in the Third World countries
negotiations, an Interna- are fully determined to
tional North-South com- go ahead with the strug-

mission was set up. late gle for restructuring in-
last year, which is to equitable international
study the matter as an relationsandestablishing
advisory body and to a new.economic order
issue' its '.tecommenda- r .'based'on genuine equa-
tions. It iomprises l7 litY and mutual benefit.
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